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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ALLEGED SECRET ACCORD BETWEEN SPAIN, ALGERIA, POLISARIO DISCLOSED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 294, 11 Jul 83 pp 3-6 


[Article by Mustafa al-‘Alawi: "AL-DUSTUR Publishes the Secret Agreement 
Between Spain, the Polisario and Algeria."] 


[Text] For the first time in many months, and within the context of the 
renewal of press freedoms in Morocco and the elimination of all censorship of 
both foreign-language and Arabic newspapers and magazines, be they Moroccan 
or foreign, the issues of the French-language magazine JEUNE AFRIQUE 
corresponding to the 3rd and 4th weeks of June have been impounded. This 
indicates the extreme sensitivity which has accompanied Morocco's acceptance 
of the decisions of the African summit conference in Addis Ababa and the 
issuing there of directives dated 11 June which call for the concerned 
parties (Morocco and the Polisario) to enter into direct negotiations, 
institute a cease-fire, and carry out a plebiscite within a 6-month period 
which will end this December. 


Despite the fact that all Moroccans, of varied persuasions, entered the hot 
bath known as the village-level and district elections, the bath’s high 
temperature--quite intelligently--obscured the interest which existed in the 
weather in other climes. Despite the heat of the electoral sauna, as soon 
as its fire was out, all Moroccans found themselves face-to-face with the 
long days of the month of Ramadan and hungry and thirsty. But at the 
fingertips of each one of them, or in their minds, was "the flower of peace 
in the desert," with its wilted leaves scattered and falling, each one 
accompanied by the traditional question: "the plebiscite... will happen... 
won't...will happen...won't?" Of course, the matter is bound up with 
Nairobi, Addis Ababa, Freetown, or Conakry. The Moroccans are still willing 
to be obliging about everything, even the elections, but the story of the 
desert remains their prime preoccupation. 


There is no need to reproduce the particulars and the background, in addition 
to what happened in Nairobi, and did or did not happen in Tripoli, and what 
was produced by the peace of Addis Ababa, which some think will be like the 
peace of al-Hudaybiyah. All the particulars of the chain of events have been 
deeply implanted in the minds of those who are interested in the issue and 
engraved on the hearts of those who are concerned with it. 








No one will forget the high price which the region has paid as everyone 


has clung to his own positions. The hints which accompanied the recent 
Addis Ababa decisions, according to which there is a secret agreement between 
Moroce: and Algeria, reached Colonel al-Qadhdhafi after some time had passed, 


and he stated before witnesses, following his return from Saudi Arabia, 

that he officially relinquished any role in the Western Desert and that his 
role vis-a-vis the Polisario was at an end, too. The definitely positive 
nature of the meeting between Morocco and Algeria which was held at point 
zero on the border between the two countries caused a lot of papers to burn 
up in the hands of those who are interested in the subject. At the same time 
that President al-Qadhdhafi was throwing down his cards, some of the states 
which had been supporting Morocco materially used the oil price crisis as 

an excuse for limiting their assistance. The United States hurried to demand 
that Morocco pay its debts, phrasing it in a fashion that was closer to a 
threat than a promise, while France threw its cards to its newspapers, 
concealing from their columns any interest in the Saharan question. As for 
the prime state concerned with the issue, Spain, the cards it held were burned 
to such a degree that they may light a fire in the region. Another fire? 
Perhaps. Spain's cards are burning in such a way that a fire wiil be lit 

in the region which the hands of Spain do not intend to use for coolness or 
peace, 


With cautious fingertips--thereby setting a journalistic precedent--I will 
deal with one of these cards, whose fire has been concentrated on Spanish 

soil. No journalistic hand except in Spain has been stretched out to pick 
it up. This includes the French press, which we have grown used to seeing 
jumping into every troubled body of water. 


On 26 February 1976, a group of Spanish and Moroccan officials lined up on the 
balcony of the central administration building in the city of El Aaiun. While 
the Spanish and Moroccan national anthems were played, the Spanish flag was 
brought down and the Moroccan flag was raised. The Spanish representative, 
with obvious courage and a false smile, took his country's flag and folded 

it, before bringing it on board a military aircraft for the return flight to 


Madrid. The Spanish representative was General Frederico Gomez de Salazar. 
He was acting on the orders of the Spanish King Juan Carlos, who had visited 
the city of El Aaiun in November as the commander in chief of the army, before 


becoming king, when General Franco was still alive. 


General de Salazar was also acting on the basis of the text of the Madrid 
agreement, which had been signed on 14 November and according to which 

Spain pave the Sahara to its owners, Morocco and Mauritania. General de 
Salazar was a model of obedience. His stock rose in the eyes of Moroccans, 
and respect for him increased. He was the oLject of great hospitality from 
Moroccan officials. Indeed, it was even thought that the man sympathized with 
the Moroccan position. I personally became acquainted with him in May 1975, 
while L was accompanying the international mission which was investigating 
‘he situation in the Sahara. Despite the military prohibition, I managed to 
get to his personal office one day and see him. Despite the fact that this 
surprise did not please him, his first veaction was to hurry to a large map 
which was hung behind his desk. He covered it up with a cloth, as he feared 




















| would find out what was on it. Then he quickly put a broad smile on his 
face which radiated welcome and cheerfulness, before confirming to me that 
Morocco was the country which most deserved the Sahara, because the desert 
was a part of its territory. He made the same impression on me which he did 
on the Moroccan officials 9 months later. 


Ihe truth is that General de Salazar is the kind of person whose features 
remain engraved in the depths of those with whom they speak. Tall and 
thin, he bears on his cheeks and under his eyes long, deep wrinkles which 
testify to craftiness and practice, so that no one speaking with him can 
imagine that the man is hiding the truth of what he says. 


The general's shadow in the Sahara was a cunning officer who was one of the 
high officers in Spanish intelligence. He differed completely from the 
general in shape and size, and did not bother to hide his hatred for Morocco 
and Moroccans. He was round and baid, more like a Nazi Gestapo officer than 
anything else, and his name was Colonel Rodriguez de Vicouri. He did not 
attend the ceremonies held to mark the handing over of the Sahara, and the 
Moroccan press had not one good word to say about him. 


After they returned to Madrid and took a long vacation, neither one of them 
uttered a single word. None of the thousands of clever Spanish journalists 
was able to get an interview or comment from them. 


As the battles in the Sahara escalated and the intensity of the war increased 
so that it came to threaten not just the existence of Morocco on the one 
hand and that of Algeria on the other, but a world war, and after the entire 
world's organization's and institutions, in addition to its conferences and 
summits, had become concerned with the Saharan question, and after tens of 
thousands of analyses and commentaries had been written, no one who was 
interested in the issue knew that the two men were making a missing link out 
of the great secret of the Saharan question. 


In other words, these two men sat in 2 most pleasant theater in which Spanish 
points of view especially were exchanged, including those of King Juan Carlos 
himself and the then-leader of the opposition, Felipe Gonzalez. Gonzalez 
visited Algeria and signed an agreement with the Polisario and a promise 

to cooperate with it if he became prime minister. The two men watched the 
leaders of the world and the representatives of the nations at the United 
Nations, without finding in their consciences any obstacle to proclaiming 

the truth which, had it become known 3 or 4 years ago, would have changed 

the balance of power and perhaps hastened the finding of a solution. 


When the Addis Ababa summit, in the lst week of last June, arrived at what 

can be considered a final solution to the Saharan problem which was acceptable 
to all the parties to the conflict, at least then, the two men found that 

the secret which they had been keeping had begun to burn in such a way that 

it was igniting their tongues and fingertips. They called a famous Spanish 
journalist, the editor in chief of a big Spanish magazine, called INTERVIEW, 
which is famous for its sex scandal stories, and poured out onto its pages 

the biggest scandal in the political history of the Arab West. 














A Spanish Military Coup in the Sahara 


The affair had to do with a Spanish military coup in the Sahara, the aim 
of which was to set up a state in which the efforts of Algeria and the 
Polisario would be concentrated. It was to have been declared, against the 
will of the Spanish government, international law, and the resolutions of 
the United Nations, as soon as General Franco's death had been announced. 
It is well known that a coup of this type was seen in North Africa when the 
gang of ruling military generals, which consisted of Salan, (Masseu), 

and Jouhaud, was formed and decided to rebel against the rule of General 
De Gaulle, cut Algeria off from French rule, and put it under the influence 
of the French military, with some hirelings and traitors being brought in 
who were cooperating with the French military presence in Algeria. What was 
supposed to happen in the Sahara was approximately a copy of the plan which 
had failed in Algeria before that country's independence. 


The secrets disclosed by General Salazar, the Spanish governor general in 
the Sahara before the Green March, show that his plan was caught in a race 
with time, with the preparations being made for the Green March, with the 
International Court of Justice, with the intensified contacts between the 
Spanish and Moroccan governments, and with the final moments of General 
Franco's life. However, General Salazar did not talk about whether the affair 
had to do with the army taking over the regime as soon as General Franco died 
in order to keep King Juan Carlos from coming to power, with the movement 
starting in the Sahara. However, he did confirm that his plan consisted 

of an operation to correct what he called "the treason of the government of 
Prime Minister Arias Navarro, who was the head of the Spanish government, and 
was working hand in hand with the Moroccan regime.” 


General Salazar revealed another fact as well: then Foreign Minister Cortina 
had agreed to the plan of the military men in the Sahara and took a share in 
it. The soldiers’ accusations of treason did not include him. Thus, the 
passin, of time has revealed, after 8 years, just why Cortina the Spanish 
foreigy minister, was so obstinate during the negotiations between Spain and 
Morocco. It explains as well why he did not attend the negotiations in Madrid 
on 14 November 1975, and why he was absent during the final moments of the 
signing of the Madrid agreement, so that he was not standing next to his 
colleague, Moroccan Foreign Minister Ahmed Laraki. Rather, the agreement was 
signed for the Spanish side by the prime minister, Carlos Arias Navarro. 
Therefore, the Spanish foreign minister was acting in a logically consistent 
fashion, for it would not have been reasonable for him to sign the Madrid 
agreement with Morocco on 14 November, after having already made an agreement 
with the Spanish military officers in the Sahara in which he conceded the 
Sahara to the Polisario and Algeria. 


The Mahbes Agreement 


On 22 October 1975, while preparations were going forward in Morocco for 
organizing the Green March, and after the International Court of Justice in 
the Hague had announced "the permanence of the historical ties and of the 
ties of allegiance and loyalty binding the inhabitants of the Sahara to the 

















King ot Morocco," helicopters belonging to the Spanish army and carrying 
high-ranking Spanish military officers were flying eastward toward the closest 
Spanish military base in the Sahara. They landed at the gate of the military 
camp at Mahbes. After a few moments, other helicopters arrived from Algeria, 
carrying a group of civilian and military officials. They landed at the 

came place ip Mahbes. A meeting was held which remained a secret from that 
day, 22 October, until 5 June 1983. Algeria and the Polisario have not 
disclosed it yet at all. 


lhe following officers were on the Spanish side of the negotiating table: 
General Salazar, Com Jose Diego Asira, Capt Francisco Barbil, and Captain 
Finisti Bravo. 


At the Algerian side were: Ouali Mustapha Sayed, secretary general of the 
Polisario Front; Ghali Ould Sidi Mustapha, the current minister of defense, 
Mohamed Mahjoub, a political official in the Polisario; Captain Abdelali, 
an officer from the Algerian region of Colomb--Bechar, and Captain Ahmed, 
an officer from the Algerian military barracks in Tindouf. 


While describing the discussions that took place in the office of the Spanish 
military officer at the camp at Mahbes, General Salazar indicated that 
"discussions were held by Ouali Mustapha Sayed and the Spanish minister of 
foreign affairs, Cortina." This leaves no doubt that Cortina attended the 
meeting. However, he did not write his name on the document the others 
signed. General Salazar explained the plan's particulars and political 
context to his listeners, the Polisario members and Algerian military 
ofticials: "The general began by thanking the various parties for having 
iwreed to attend..., and he raised the palms of his hands skyward, calling 

on heaven to support them all in bringing their plan to a successful 
conclusion.” And he added: "You all know what the Spanish government 
intends vis-a-vis the Sahara, and you all know the state in which this region 
and its resources find themselves, while the Madrid government is satisfied 
to await the resolutions of the United Nations. I feel great pain at the 
support which the Arab states are giving Morocco. This support will cause 
the United Nations to stand always at the side of Hasan II. However, the 
dangerous nature of the situation and the threat of a Moroccan invasion 
inherent in its demand that we make haste to carry out our plan, so that 

we can keep the Green March plan from being executed. If it is carried out, 
it will be a great historic disaster." General Salazar went on to say that 
he "met in El Aaiun with officials of the Polisario, and was pleased by 

their style and bearing, ...and by their readiness to cooperate...therefore 
deciding to agree quickly to allow the Polisario to participate in setting 

in motion rule in the Sahara by a secondary government that would gradually 
take the reins of power, side by side with the Spanish military, thereby 
imposing a local solution, contrary to the plans being laid outside the 
Sahara." General Salazar added: Ouali Mustapha asked Foreign Minister Cortina 
for several things, and all were granted. There remained only five Polisario 
members who were being held prisoner and could not be released in Spain 
without a pardon from the head of state.. I said: "We now demand that the 
particulars be left behind, and that we ask God's help in leaving the past 
behind and laying the foundations of cooperation between ourselves and the 

















Polisario. The desert was independent before we came (?) [as in original 
text] and we do not want it to lose the achievements which we have realized 
in it. The program which we will all sign does not represent the implementa- 
tion of all of the Polisario's demands or a literal application of the 
demands which the Polisario officials have expressed to Minister Cortina. 
However, they do somewhat hurriedly lay the foundation for getting out of 

the current dilemma." 


General Salazar presented the proposed agreement to those in attendance 
before it was typed up. After a short discussion, copies of the agreement 
were presented to all the members present. The first page contained the 
names of those participating in the meeting and the date on which it was 
held. The particulars of the agreement followed: 


First: the creation of a joint committee composed of the Polisario, members 
of the local community, and representatives of both the Spanish and the 
Saharan armed forces; 


Second: the making of quick decisions concerning the guarantees to be given 
by the temporary administration tothe mine workers, the shaykhs employed by 
the Spanish government, the students and the soldiers; 


Third: delineation of the task of the joint committee in carrying out the 
terms of the agreement; 


Fourth: insuring the inhabitants a supply of food and other basic needs, 
in addition to lowering the prices of subsistence commodities; 


Fifth: creating special departments in the areas of minerals, industries 
and administration; 


Sixth: building an integrated health center; 


Seventh: insuring that the Sahara continued to be supplied with water and 
electricity. 


The promises of the Spanish military administration stop at this point, so 
that the agreement can begin to spell out the commitments of the Polisario. 
Paragraphs were thus introduced stipulating a matter about which there can be 
no doubt or misinterpretation: "The goal of this agreement is to begin a 
gradual plan for handing over the Sahara to the organization of the Polisario, 
by stages within the context of a long-range plan, it being stipulated that 
Spain will make the necessary preparations for averting and turning back any 
danger from Morocco, as well as taking the steps needed to implement this 
agreement." 


Eighth: the Polisario will gain access to the strategic centers and the 
corridors between them. 


Ninth: the Polisario will bear direct responsibility for Saharan broad- 
casting. 

















Tenth: the Polisario will gain Spanish technical support in organizing 
the visits of delegations of journalists. 


Eleventh: the Polisario will enjoy the right to transport all equipment 
in all parts of the Saharan territory by land, sea and air. 


Twelfth: automobiles carrying Polisario insignia will not be subject to 
search or sequestration. 


Thirteenth: the Polisario will appoint observers who will participate in 
running the El Aaiun airport and the Dakhla airport. 


Fourteenth: measures will be taken to maintain security by military means and 
through use of a police force made up of Saharan natives and members of 
wandering tribes. 


Fifteenth: areas will be set aside which will be given over to the Polisario, 
and the latter will build airports in them where it can receive outside 
assistance, 


[It seems that the Polisario's general secretary, Ouali Mustapha Sayed, did 
not understand the dimensions of the Spanish program set forth in the 
sections of this agreement. It was merely a race with events, the goal of 
which was to gain in the form of the Polisario a partner, supported by 
Algeria, which would cut the road in front of the plan the Madrid government 
was drawing up secretly and publicly with Morocco. Therefore, the words 

of the Saharan adventurer, who was born in the region of Tarfaya in Morocco 
and was once a student at Casa Blanca University, were inserted into the 
completed scenario. Since there were Spanish officers meeting with him who 
were actually representing the Spanish government, he took the floor to thank 
the Spanish side before he signed the document “and he confirmed his total 
dependence on Spain in the conflict with Morocco, adding that the joint 
committee and the steps called for in the agreement were nothing but a 

single step toward complete independence, and that the joint committee would 
be an expression of a temporary and transitional government, with the 
Polisario taking over the government in the end in accordance with the 
agreement with Minister Cortina." General Salazar commented on Ouali's 
interjection by saying that it showed balance and wisdom. He said the 
general secretary of the Polisario had presented those at the meeting with a 
description of what his government would be like, as well as assuring his 
audience that his policy would continue to please Spain. He disclosed to 
them the way in which the Saharan Party (PUNS), which enjoyed the sympathy and 
support of the Spanish government, would dissolve the Saharan National Party, 
which was headed by Khali Henna Ould Rached. This government was supporting 
the party publicly by handing it the reins of government in the Sahara. 
However, it became through the Mahbes meeting that General Salazar wanted to 
hand the Saharan National Party to the Polisario on a silver platter. While 
relating the details of this meeting, General Salazar confirmed to the 
Spanish journalist that: "At the end of the meeting, he confirmed to the 
Polisario delegation that he was afraid of wasting time. It was incumbent on 








the Polisario to enter the city of El Aaivn now and begin to form the 
committee, in order to cut the road in front of Morocco and present it with 
a fait accompli." 


In the face of this obliging Spanish attitude and just before the "glorious 
moment of the signing," the Algerian officer in charge of the Algerian 
garrison in Colomb-Bechar, Captain Abdelali, took the floor to express his 
delight at the signing of this agreement and to offer his thanks to the 
Spanish government. He offered the Saharan delegation the following advice! 
"You must esteem your understanding with the Spaniards and cooperate with 
Spain, doing nothing to hurt their interests." Before the conclusion of 

the session, Ouali Mustapha Sayed asked General Salazar to appoint the persons 
whom Spain chose to have participate in the joint committee. The session wis 
ciosed in an atmosphere of great understanding. 


The Plet Failed 


Colonel Rodriguez de Vicouri, who was the chief political official in the 
Sahara, after hearing his chief, General Salazar, disclose these facts after 
the passage of 8 years, confirmed that he was a party to this agreement, and 
that he had never gotten over the failure of this plan, but still wept at the 
fate of the Polisario. He places the responsibility for the great betrayal 
on the government of Spain, in the person of its prime minister, Arias 
Navarro. He added that Morocco had a lobby and supporters in Madrid which 
included military personnel and civilians. He added: "They cheated us, and 
the treason took place on the level of the supreme leadership of the army, 
in addition to some Spanish officials in the Sahara, who organized the 
contact with the members of the community like Khatri Ould Said Jamani. The 
long hand of France was involved in this deception, and when the Green March 
began, the French government opposed stopping it." 


By mentioning this point, Colonel Vicouri means that there was a plan to 
detonate mines placed at the entry points to the Sahara by the Spanish army, 
as the crowds were marching by. It was expected that a massacre would occur 
and that the march would fail, thereby allowing the secret agreement 

between General Salazar and Ouali Mustapha Sayed, the general secretary of 
the Polisario, to be carried out. Once again, it is certain that Morocco 
knew about this plot. Therefore, the order was issued to stop the march, 
and the secret plan was foiled. 


Secrets and more secrets. But not just any secret resembles in magnitude this 
dangerous agreement, a secret kept by the Polisario itself, which did not 
announce it during 7 years of war with Morocco. One wonders, was it the 
development of events and the decision made at Nairobi to consult the real 
inhabitants of the Sahara, who were not consulted in the Mahbes agreement, 
that caused the secret agreement to lose its importance? 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ALGERIA, MOROCCO INCREASE BASIC FOOD PRICES 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 32, 8 Aug 83 p 7 


{Text } 


Algeria and Morocco last week raised prices for basic food 
products, heavily subsidised by the state in both North 
African countries. While the Algerian and Moroccan econ- 
omies are dissimilar in many respects, both countries are 
tightening their belts: the Moroccan Chamber of Repres- 
entatives recently approved a package of austerity meas- 
ures designed to cut public spending by about 13 per cent 
this year, while Algeria has said it is planning an austerity 
budget for 1984. 

King Hassan had told the Chamber of Representatives 
when it met to debate the emergency budget that poor 
people would not be asked to shoulder the burden of 
nghting the economy, a remark understood to mean that 
food subsidies would remain in place (An-Nahar Arab 
Report & MEMO, August 1). However, the new budget 
slashes MD 400 million ($57 million) from the total of 
MD 2 billion ($285 million) originally allocated for food 
subsidies. This 20 per cent overall cut is unevenly spread: 
butter prices have gone up by 67 per cent, cooking oil 
by 33 per cent, lump sugar by 16 per cent and cake flour 
by 7.5 per cent; the prices of bread flour and granulated 
sugar have not been changed. 


The decision to raise food prices cannot have been 
an easy one for the government. Rabat is caught between 
pressure from the International Monetary Fund, with 
which it is negotiating for a further credit line this year, 
and fear of popular reaction. A similar round of increases 
touched off riots in Casablanca two years ago, in which 
some 200 people lost their lives. 

To fend off discontent and a 15 percent devaluation 
of the Dirham which the IMF is reported to be urging, 
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the government is raising the legal minimum wages in 
industry and agriculture by 20 per cent and increasing 
taxation on higher incomes to achieve what the official 
Moroccan news agency MAP called ‘‘an equitable adjust- 
ment of the financial burden.” Moroccans who go abroad 
for their holidays this year face a new tax of MD 500 
($72) per head. 


The agency explained that food prices had had to be 
raised because of a 70 per cent appreciation of the US 
dollar against the Dirham over the last two years, the need 
to stimulate local food production and the requirements 
of economic development and national defence. Imports 
of food and oil together account for more than Morocco 
earns from all of its exports. 


According to Finance Minister Abdellatif Jouhari, 
the cost of fighting the war against Polisario in the West- 
ern Sahara, together with education and security, would 
have absorbed 75 per cent of spending projected in the 
original 1983 state budget of MD 38 8 billion (about $5.5 
billion). The new budget has reduced the total by MD 5.26 
billion (about $750 million). 


Meanwhile, the Algerian news agency APS reported 
that the Algerian government has increased the prices of 
bread, cooking oil and eggs between 10 and 30 per cent. 
It said the price rises were designed to rectify imbalances 
in the domestic market, cut imports by encouraging nat- 
ional production and raise profit margins for small shop- 
keepers. In a parallel move, the Algerian government is 
raising by about 15 per cent the price of wheat paid to 
farmers. 











ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


FRENCH DAILY GIVES DETAILS ON ORLY INCIDENT 
Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Jul 83 pp 1,9 


[Text] Following the terrorist attack at Orly airport on Friday, 15 July, 

which was claimed by ASALA (Secret Armenian Army for the Liberation of Armenia), 
police of the criminal brigade in charge of the investigation brought in for 
questioning some 40 members of the Armenian community in the capital on the 
morning of Monday, 18 July. According to reliable information, arms and explo- 
sives "in significant quantities" were found in the homes of certain Armenians 
of foreign nationality--Syrian, in particular. 


Those responsible for the Orly attack are probably not to be found among those 
brought ‘n for questioning and held in custody. But the police believe that 
the uncovered arms and explosives indicate that a logistics support group for 
ASALA terrorists had been formed in Paris in recent months. 


Some police reports--particularly those of the DST (Directorate of Territorial 
Surveillance) and general intelligence--suggest that in spite of official de- 
clarations rejecting violence, "legals" and clandestine Armenians maintained 
relations. This information had never been established beyond doubt but, on 
at least two occasions, there were indications that ASALA terrorists arriving 
from Beirut or Athens to commit terrorist acts could have had recourse to some 
forms of complicity in Paris. 


In particular, this was the case--if certain police officers are right--when 
hostages were taken at the Turkish Consulate on 24 September 1981 by a four-man 
commando. If Abraham Tomassian, the recently sentenced perpetrator of the 
attack on Turkish Airlines offices on 22 January had not met anyone after 
landing from Beirut, an accomplice arriving in Paris on another flight could 
have seen to the logistics of the operation, according to some indications, 
with the aid of several Armenians of Middle-Eastern origin residing in France. 


The Large-scale roundup of Armenians will enable police to update their in- 
formation concerning the increasingly baffling evolution of ASALA. The inves- 
tigators especially hope to shed light on the emergence of a hard-line splinter 
group within the Armenian camp in metropolitan France. A similar rivalry is 
said to divide moderates and radicals having legal status, a phenomenon already 
reported in Beirut, particularly since the evacuation of the PLO from the Leb- 
anese capital. In the underground, Armenians from Syria and Iraq have, as of 
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this summer, provoked an escalation in violence and imposed desperate acts in 
the West on the movement's most political members. French police are convinced 
that the splinter group has also won out in Paris and that astrictly terrorist 
group has been reestadlished in the capital over the months. 


In a Travel Bag 


Forty-eight hours after the attack at Orly-Sud Airport that killed six and 
wounded 31 persons, some of whom are in "critical" or "very critical" condi- 
tion, police from the criminal brigade at Paris police headquarters continue 
to investigate. 


While Orly airport is now guarded by large numbers of CRS (State Mobile Police) 
and embarkation for Turkey is closely watched, the investigators were still 
looking for clues, on the morning of Monday, 18 July, at the scene of the ex- 
plosion. It is nearly certain that it was caused by the detonation of a 

charge the size of a transistor connected to three bottles of gas placed in 

a black travel bag to which a camera had been attached. 


Contrary to what was reported, the police are not convinced that the explosive 
used was Semtex--made in Czechoslovakia and generally used by ASALA. We will 
have to wait for the analysis from the explosives laboratory at police head- 
quarters to establish the exact nature of the charge and the detonating system. 


According to some unconfirmed information, a terrorist may have been present 
up to the time of the explosion which he would have set off from a distance 
using a short wave transmitter. In fact, in view of the delay that occurred 
as baggage was being registered, we can be sure that a timer was not hooked 
up to the bomb to set it off at a given time. Because the investigators also 
believe that the device could not have escaped the eye of electronic scanners 
and that it was probably not meant to explode in the plane, the presence of a 
terrorist at the scene is probable--to detonate the device, in front of the 
Turkish Airlines’ counters where the tragedy took place. 


For 48 hours, police have been interrogating without interruption numerous wit- 
nesses in order to obtain an artist's conception of the terrorist. Now that 
those who died have all been identified, it is certain that the terrorist was 
not among the victims, as it was first supposed. Nor does there remain any 
doubt as to the authenticity of the claim of responsibility. The ASALA has 

a habit of claiming responsibility by calling the offices of Agence France 
Presse (AFP) in Athens and repeating the message in a call to the AFP in Paris. 
lt was in this manner that Friday's attack was reported. 


Moreover, in the course of the last few weeks, ASALA had sent out several warn- 
ings; in particular, it had urged tourists not to travel in Turkey, "the mili- 
tary target of suicide commandos". Saturday, ASALA also threatened to strike 
countries in which Armenians are held prisoner. This is the case in France, 
where five Armenians are presently in prison. 
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Spectal Security Measures for Turkish Airlines 


From now on, the Turkish company’s operations at Orly-Sud will be the object 
of special precautions. 


Passengers will no longer check in their baggage on the ground floor in the 
airport's main section, but in “zone 4" which is usually reserved for charter 
flights; that is, at the basement level in the right wing of the building, on 
the control tower side, which is reached by stairs inside and outside the aif- 
port building. 


Only persons presenting a plane ticket and identification will be allowed to 
enter the registration area. 


Finally, baggage inspection will be stepped up: It wili not only apply to 
hand-carried luggage, but to stowed luggage as well. 
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ALGERIA 


OUTLOOK FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION SEEN ENCOURAGING 

Sector Development Reviewed 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 5-6 Aug 83 p 3 
Article by A. Chenoue | 


|_Text | Vegetable production surplus predicted 
for 1954. Egg production steadily rising. Im- 
ports of white meats declining. Grain outlook 
chancy due to drought. Encouraging results 
in tree crops. 


There have been some encouraging results in availability of farm 
products, thereby confirming earlier indications of recovery in 
the sector. The reports distributed to the press yesterday dur- 
ing a meeting with Agriculture and Agrarian Reform Secretery 
Nadir cover all current agricultural pioduction, and make for 
heartening reading, at least insofar as concerns speculation in 
products which, in the very near future, will not be imported. 
The reason for such optimism is the steadily growing acreage of 
land brought into cultivation, and the ongoing campaign of mecha- 
nization and training as part of the restoration of Algeria's 
agriculture with the advent of restructuring. 


In his introductory remarks, Mr Nadir explained how the situation 
has evolved. "The reason,"he said,"is to be found first in the 
increasingly ftavorable farm policy adopted by the government, which 
has restored farmers' confidence, and second in its efforts to 
organize and mobilize those who work on the land in both public 

and private sectors, as well as the sector's cadres. 


"The fruits of these efforts, which nobody can deny, are here. They 
are real, right there in the markets to be seen, and they are a lot 
more eloquent and more credible than any amount of figures we 

could quote. The most spectacular gains have come in fresh vege- 
tables, some fruits, white meat, and eggs. Major gains have also 
been made in dried legumes, though they are not quite so visible: 
40 percent of the crop was hurt by the drought, but even so, the 
harvest marks the start of a process in which the effort expended 


13 




















will sutfice, within a very few years, to rid us of the necessity 
to import these products, and to supply all our own needs our- 
selves." 


Some ot the figures the secretary cited help to get some idea of 
the ctforts that are being made. This year, land planted to toma- 
toes was twice what it was last year; potato crops rose from 
500,000 to 600,000 hectares. Mechanization of potato-growing , 
just recently introduced, now affects 3,500 hectares, and that 

will be doubled next year. The figures were also 100 percent 
higher insheltered production, where yields are, as we know, regu- 
larly double and triple those for open-field cropping. 


Mechanization introduced in growing legumes for drying, where acre- 
age was seriously diminished, then expanded again, is increasing, 
and there was some emphasis on the point that, for speculation in 
dried peas and beans, "the goals we have set should make us self- 
sufficient within the next 2 to 3 years." 


The most remarkable effort went into production of white meats 
and eggs. Within a single year, there was a 50-percent increase 
in fat poultry production, thereby sending market prices down by 
half. 


As for eggs, production of which could triple by 1984 over the '82 
level, has already brought a 60-percent cut in imports as predic- 
ted by the Commerce Ministry. That effort got encouragemert from 
several institutions, including the Defense Ministry, the Health 
Ministry, and several wilayas which instructed their markets to 
procure enough white meats and eggs locally to meet their needs. 


In addition, sales contracts between the wilayas and the Commerce 
“Ministry for supplying these local markets with these products 


have been signed. 


These cttorts to increase production will continue to grow, spokes- 
men pledge, "until all the country's needs can be met by what we 
wrow here. We believe we can reach that goal in 1984 or in 1985 

at the latest, even with the rapid and practically uncontrollable 
growth of consumption..." 


On the basis of consumption levels written into the PDlan -- 7 kg 

of white meat per person per year, and 58 eggs -- regional produc- 
tion covers 100 percent of fat poultry requirements, and 45 percent 
of tresh egg needs. 


By the end of 19384, the last year of the current Plan, growth of 
fresh egg production should continue with the provision of new 
production facilities which will meet 75 percent of consumer needs 
in the central region, estimated at 520 million eggs. If this ef- 
fort is sustained and the upward trend continues, the needs of the 
central wilayas will b2 completely assured within the first 2 years 
of the next 5-Year Plan. 
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As for ved meats, ceftforts begun several years ago have yet to meet 
requirements, most of which are imported. Livestock development 
action seems to be having a salutary effect, particularly the por- 
tion of it devoted to providing the grain-growing units with spe- 
cial sheep-runs for grazing and ftattening. The other action has 
to do with large-scale stock-raising units, which are still having 
trouble with the technical mastery of their stock. As a conse- 
quence, milk production is hampered by the tailure of the growers 
to produce more dairy cattle. 


In conclusion, the secretary general said that the results of this 
farm year will be better known by October, and he added that they 
might have been "30 percent better had the drought not been so se- 
vere." 


The tact of the matter is that this year's problems are hitting the 
grain crops far harder. According to Mr Nadir, "forecasts are 
lower than average by at least 30 percent." 


Asked whether steps had been or were being taken to provide for 
stores ot barkey and fodder in case of a continuing cycle of dry 
weather, he replied that "available reserves will carry us through 
4 months." In short, the authorities seem prepared to meet the 
Livestock feed requirements. 


Grain imports seem to have held steady this year, if we are to 
judge by the harvest forecasts, which are not calculated to inspire 
opt imism. 


Thousands ot hectares have in fact been declared disaster areas in 
the western reaches of the country and in the southern areas of 
the high plateaux. 


There were other questions for the secretary at that conference. 
They had to do with prices, which, theoretically, are to be held 

at the same level for imported and domestic red meat, with replace- 
ment and reconversion of the vinyards, whose extremely low yields 
can be explained by their extreme age, the decrepit marketing sys- 
tem, and the fertilizer which the ONAPSA [expansion unknown| is 
responsible for delivering to the units... 

True, 3 hours of discussion were not enough to cover all the ques- 
tions people had to ask about the sector, because there are a lot 
otf them, all complex, all intertwined, in an extremely sensitive 
environment. The satisfaction came, though, from the practical 
achievements recounted about the current season, and the efforts 
that have been poured into reviving the sector. Within the next 
few months, perhaps, exports of fresh vegetables will mark a return 
to normal. 


Unquestionably, the other source of satisfaction is the fact that 


coordination between the Ministries of Agriculture and ommerce 
is considerably more efficient than it used to be. 
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Production Standards, Human Potential 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 5-6 Aug 83 p 3 


MOSTAGANEM (aps).-- Aside from truck garden crops which are steadily 
increasing, first, because they are in large part sheltered from 
excessive rainfall, and also because of the high prices they bring 
at the market, other farm products in this Mostagenem wilaya are 
barely holding their own, if they are not actually declining. The 
improvements that were made when the old farmer-managed estates 

were restructured and improved practices, including especially 

sound utilization of manpower, the introduction of production norms 
and, above all, tight control of farm finances, were not enough to 
ease the objective constraints hampering any increase in production. 


It is in the zones with high production potential, like the irriga- 
tion districts, the low-lying plains of Bordjias and Hacianes, or 
the Mostaganem plateau that the twin problems arise: that of pro- 
tecting farmlands, and that of production. 


Inadequate maintenance of the irrigation system and runoff of used 

water have encouraged salination of the soils and, as a result, low 
yields from perennial plantings (trees). As for the specific prob- 
lem ot the Mostaganem plateau, whose sandy soils cannot, as things 

stand now, be advantageously replanted to anything but grapes, the 

dunes are already moving in to take over again. 


Gradually, viryard production, which covers 57,160 hectares, has 
dropped from 602,587 quintals in 1967-68 to 305,253 quintals in 
LYS1-"2. Whether irrigated or dry-cropped, all these vinyards 
need thorough replacement , but that must not be done until some 
steps have been taken about the rising salinity of the soil. Sore 
beset by heavy disaffection among the workers, the 45,533 hectares 
ot vinyards in Mostaganem are now a burden to their owners. With 
the grower's price at sale bearing no relation to his real costs, 
production is steadily declining, down from 1,864,79 quintals in 
1906-67 to 380,444 quintals in 1981-82. 


[The vinyards on the Mostaganem plateau alone have been considered 
from the angle of a shift in production targets, increasing output 
ot table grapes and raisins, the national market for which is not 
yet adequately supplied domestically, and boosting or restoring 
production of premium wine grapes, for which there are export mar- 


kets. That reconversion has not got started at the expected pace, 
and the vinyards as they are are simply wasting away, and, in so 
doing, are damaging both the economy and -- above all -- the eco- 
logy. 


As for the major crops, sensitive to abberrations in the weather, 
cereal grain production can hit as much as 1.2 million quintals in 
a good year. Even so, grain production is beginning to lose ground 
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to torage crops, especially in the private sector. The tarmer- 
owner not only wants to raise «nough to feed his own cattle, but 
it is the growing size of his herds and the prices now being of- 
fered for meat that cause his torage requirements to grow like 
weeds. 


'Plasticulture': A Promising Experiment 


On another matter, we must be prudent when we are calculating yields 
in cereal grain production, since the factors of family consump- 
tion and Late harvests prevent any strictly realistic forecast. 

[he same warning applies to the current farm year, following on the 
heels of tarm restructuring and supplies of equipment coupled with 
vood rains throughout the season: the yields are the best since 
national independence. As for dried peas and beans, whose produc-— 
tion has been otf sharply owing to a shortage of manpower, mechan- 
ization in harvesting and cultivation is high on the agenda so as 
to get production going again and to cut back unseeded fallow acre- 
age. 


It is in the truck-garden area, though, that progress has been truly 
spectacular, thanks to the incentive of rising prices at the market. 
In the early phase, produce output was only 221,780 quintals in 
1960-67, but rose to 417,000 quintals in 1972-73, and to 886, %86 
quintals in 1977-73. During the last two harvest years, these crops 
were troubled by a lack of rain. For the current year, expectations 
are high: 1,900,060 quintals. It must be noted that truck crops, 
once the private preserve of the private sector, have now been in- 
troduced on a massive scale into the socialist sector with the ad- 
vent ot greenhouse or sun-shaded planting. Liberation of marketing 
revulations tor the socialist sector has enabled such operations to 


come into their own in fresh vegetable production. 

The spread of "py lasticulture" (shaded planting) to the private sec- 
tor began just this year, and that may well portend further expan- 
sion ot market garden crops. As a sign of the times, we might cite 
the tact that, for the first time in years, this summer brought 
over-t lows of fresh vegetable offerings in the Mostaganem central 


wholesale markets, where the glut triggered a sharp drop in fresh 
vegetable prices. 


At the management level, the past 3 years have brought equipment 
replacements for most of the socialist sector, so as to facilitate 
the restructuring process, and that was coupled with a procedural 
plan designed to improve management conditions. Imput of cadres 
and the creation of agricultural development sectors have brought 
about considerable change: the majority of socialist production 
units have worked off their operating deficits. With economic sanc- 
tions now in effect, production plans have been revised upward, and 
non-productive jobs have been cut back, thereby expanding cultiva- 
ted acreage and, in many instances, a year-end report soundly in 
the black. 
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Livestock production, despite its unquestioned potential, failed 
to experience the expected expansion. Cattle on socialist farms 
have not proved profitable: milk production has been minimal, and 
no convincing reason has been advanced to explain this. Cattle- 
raising and dairying operations, which require a certain level of 
skill and know-how, have remained pretty much a trial-and-error 
proposition. 


While there has been a slight advance in agriculture, poultry-rais- 
ing, on the contrary, is expanding at a great rate, with the social- 
ist sector concentrating on egg production and the private sector 
centering its efforts on fat poultry. Special incentives for invest- 
ment have attracted large numbers of private operators to the busi- 
ness. 


Aside from the major production zones, the opening of new farmland 
has not aroused the hoped-for interest. Recently, however, the 
wilaya has tried to start a program of integrated development pat- 
terned on that of the plan devised for the hills of Beni-Shugrane 
and the Dahra region, where, given the scant opportunities for 
profitable farming, suitable activities have been introduced. 


The top priority, however, remains that of bringing farmland into 
production, rather than containing urbanization, since the govern- 
ment has shown considerable firmness on that score, involving re- 
vision of some of its projects, but primarily by concentrating on 
such natural phenomena as wind erosion, reconstituting the marshes 
on the low-lying plains, and countering soil salination. All of 
these concerns will be the target of proposals from the wilaya for 
the mext 5-Year Plan. 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK'S POLITICAL CHALLENGES EXAMINED 


East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 24, Aug 83 pp 22-23 


{Text ] 


President Mubarak should 
respond positively to public 
demand for political change_ 
and areturn to democracy, 


suggests Fathi Osman 














Last year, some veterans of the pre- 
Nasser Wafd Party in Egypt applied to get 
governmental permission to organise a 
meeting to celebrate the memory of the 
Wafdist leaders Saad Zaghloul and Mustafa al 
Nahas on August 26, the anniversary of 
Zaghloul's death. The application was rejected 
and the organisers had to go to the 
Administrative Court, which supported the 
clammants and annulled the rejection on the 
grounds that it violated a constitutional nght. 
Consequently, a huge public meeting was 
orgamsed last June to celebrate the hundredth 
anniversary of the birthday of Al Nahas, the 
last leader of the Wafd party until the military 
movement in July 1952. The meeting was 
attended by all the leaders of the present 
opposition parties and parliamentary groups in 
Egypt: the Social Labour Party, the Free 
Socialist Party, the Progressive Unionist Party 
and the independent members of the 
parhament, in addition to the veterans of the 
pre-Nasser parties, including the Wafdist 
leader Fouad Siraj el Din and the Nationalist 
leader, Fathi Radwan. The members of the 
Lawyers’ Union Council, which was dissolved 
by Sadat, as well as members of the Press 
Umon and othez unions were among the 
audience 
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It was a flaming political evening of 
opposition, in which all speakers of various 
attitudes and groups emphasised their unity to 
defend democracy and public rights and 
liberties (Al-Sharg al-Awsat 10, 11 June). 

That political combustion seemed to be a 
strong reply to the President's speech on May 
1, in which he - in the words of The Economist, 
May 7 - “launched into a heated attack on the 
Egyptian opposition using Sadat-like 
terminology.” Although the country is still 
living under the state of emergency since the 
last period of Sadat’s regime until now, yet 
Mubarak accused the opposition of ‘going 
beyond the concept of freedom.” 

“The government's reaction”’ - according to 
The Economist's explanation ~ “‘is a reflection 
of its fear of popular discontent at a time of 
shortages and price increases.”” However, he 
fortunately has not gone too far in following 
the old times “to strip the opposition press of 
itis licence to print” - as The Economist 
noticed. Last June the President had to 
tolerate the flaming opposition meeting since it 
had been protected by a judiciary decision. 

Meanwhile, a decision which will rule the 
deprivation of political rights decided by Sadat 
against Siraj el Din as unconstitutional is 
expected shortly from the High Constitutional 
Court, because a similar ruling was issued by 
the same court for the late distinguished 
Wafdist ex-minister Abdel Fattah Hasan. This 
would be mostly a preliminary step to restore 
the formation of the Neo-Wafdist party, which 
dissolved itself as a protest against the 
increasing restrictions imposed on it by Sadat. 

Another recent ruling annulled Sadat’s 
decision which had dissolved the Lawyers’ 
Union Council and appointed a temporary 











administrative committee. This temporary 
committee has undertaken the necessary steps 
for electing a new Council according to the new 
law, which has gained recently the approval of 
the Peoples Assembly, which agreed to the 
government's request without any trouble. 

It is heavily dominated by the members of 
the party which was established by Sadat and ts 
led now by President Mubarak. The new law 
restricted the function of the Union to 
professional affairs and prohibited any 
political activities, since Sadat had been 
disturbed by the lawyers conferences to defend 
the constitutional mghts and to cnticise the 
Camp David agreement. A strong movement 
of opposition against this law was arranged by 
the lawyers all over the country, and was 
supported by the judges, who expressed in 
their formal transcripts of the judiciary 
sessions their support for the lawyers and 
requested the President to withdraw the bill. 

Now the dissolved Lawyers’ Council is 
restored and it will certainly contest the latest 
developments. The High Constitutional Court 
may rule shortly that the new law of the 
Lawvers Union ts unconstitutional since it had 
violated the basic political mghts of the 
individuals and groups. 

All these signs point out clearly that a 
political change is going on in Egypt and 
cannot be stopped. The people are looking 
eacerly torestore democracy in its full meaning 
and form. The time for the military leadership 
is over, and President Mubarak - with his good 
faith and intentions - should be aware of the 
inevitable change. He has a historical chance to 
provide the essential requirements for a 
smooth transition. No one can stop the change 
or freeze the present to escape the future. The 
wise ruler should look to the present latent 
factors of change and let them function in a 
nght and healthy way for evolving without 
hindrance towards a better future. This was 
understood by Sadat in his early days, when he 
seemed fully aware that Nasser’s past could not 
continue Unfortunately, he lost later the pulse 
of the people and their strong need for change. 

Mubarak, according to his nature and 
character, will certainly not repeat such an 
unwise challenge. but he may be tempted to 
face the factors of change passively. He may 
hesitate to provide the essential requirements 
for a smooth transition, being satisfied that he 
iS NOt trying to resist the evolving change 
factors by force and repressive measures. Such 
undecisive or passive policies may not cost the 
ruler his life or even his seat, but he would 
hecome through the passing of time isolated 
from public feelings and thinking. 

Individuals will die sooner or later, and the 
present time would certainly pass, while the 
people will continue generation = after 
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generation and the future cannot be escaped 
One who rules now has to secure the required 
means of flexibility in his regime in order to 
develop a smooth and peaceful change. The 
leading figures in history are not only those 
who fight an enemy or establish a regime. but 
they are also those who get intelligently 
thi ough the deep factors of change, cope with 
them and support their function. The last kind 
of leaders enjoy genuine merits of wisdom, 
self-denial and courage in observing the facts, 
accepting them and respecting the wishes of 
the people and the forces of the future. 

The Egyptian people seem now quite 
insisting to enjoy their liberties in full and 
without delay The military regimes since 
Nasser are now out of date. Any cosmetics 
would not convince the people or hinder the 
inevitable change. Nasser built solid bases for 
social justice and Arabism in contemporary 
Egypt. Unfortunately, he thought that this 
could be achieved only through a harsh, 
repressive policy. He caused extensive human 
damage to overcome and crush any opposition 
to his regime — whether it was true or imagined 
- until he was gradually alienated from the 
people and became a captive of the military 
and the intelligence forces. 

Sadat showed in his early days a witty and 
courageous response to the public demand for 
change, but he could not surpass the very 
nature of the repressive military regime which 
he represented and was its outcome. 
Nevertheless, his response to the factors of 
change was significant, and it encouraged the 
development of this change until it became 
irresistible and it overcame Sadat himself when 
he wished to turn his back to the public 
demands and to stop the change by force. He 
tragically lost his personal present when he 
decided to stand against the public future. 

A distinguished place in history is waiting for 
President Mubarak. if he responds positively 
and actively to the public demands for political 
change, and provides the essential atmosphere 
for a true democracy. He would be highly 
regarded and respected by all the people all the 
rest of his life. 

Meanwhile, all the parties which have been 
formed and waich will be formed in a true 
democracy are invited to work together 
without selfishness in supporting democracy, 
and to be in their arguments and practices a 
clear evidence of its merits. The younger 
generations badly need to be impressively 
convinced with the democratic process, since 
they have not seen for a long time a genuine 
democracy or a true party system, but on the 
contrary have been continuously educated that 
democracy and parties are devils. 

Islamic movements should take their place 
in demanding and defending strongly 
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democracy in coilaboration with other political 
powers. Democracy at present, provides the 
best available safeguards for the God-given 
nights of the human being, and for the practice 
of preaching Islam “da'wa™ and enforcing the 
doing of what ts nght and forbidding the doing 
of what is wrong “‘al amr bil ma’ruf wa al nahy 
‘an munkar”, as well as securing the 
implementation of shura and justice in the 
most efficient and effective way at the best of 
our contemporary knowledge. 

1 do not know whether Islamic activists 
participated in the celebration of the 
hundredth anniversary of Nahas’s birthday as a 
political demonstration for democracy and the 
public liberties, whatever their views about his 
secular nationalistic attitudes and his policies 
may be. Fathi Radwan, who 1s loyal to the 
principles of the early Egyptian nationalist 
leaders Mustaf Kemel and Muhammad Farid, 
has always had sharp differences with the Wafd 
Party and its policies, but he made it clear in 
that recent meeting that all the people are now 
the supporters of Wafd as a symbol of political 
liberty. | am sure that some lawyers who are 
committed to the islamic movement fought 
bravely with their Union against the illegal 
dissolving of their Council. 

The Islamic movement should not keep itself 
isolated from the public development, and the 
present authorities should not deal with it in a 
discriminative way as well. When President 
Mubarak released the political detainees of 
Sadat, he met the leading persons who have 
different attitudes. except the “Ikhwan”. He 
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may not have felt comfortable with Islamic 
activists at that early time of his presidency. 
soon after Sadat’s assassination by the shots of 
some who were commited enthusiastically to 
Islam. However, the Islamic magazine. A/ 
Dawa. the voice of the Mushm Brotherhood 
“Ikhwan’’, has not vet been enabled to resume 
publication in spite of a court ruling: unlike 
other opposition magazines. In fact, a 
deliberate isolation of the Islamists from the 
public movement, as well as any governmental 
discrimination against them, would increase 
the gap and nourish hostilities in which 
violence may find a suitable climate. The rulers 
and the ruled are strongly invited to work hard 
and prevent any possibility of the resumption 
of the vicious circle of oppression by the 
authorities and public violence. 

Unless the Egyptian authorities face the 
facts and cope with the factors of change. there 
is no hope for a stable government with fruitful 
policies in Egypt. The people are no more 
convinced that their president alone should 
form the military. The army is highly regarded 
for its devotion and sacrifices, but does not like 
to see authority in its highest positions 
monopolised by the military and those who 
may enjoy their confidence, one generation 
after another. 

Any attempt for a repair or improvement 
within the status quo, however sincere it may 
be. is hopeless. and will have the same fate of 
the high buildings which are collapsing in Cairo 
because of poor foundations, although they 
have been recently constructed. 








PROBLEMS OF CAIRO INFRASTRUCTURE ANALYZED 


East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 24, Aug 83 pp 62, 63 


[Text } 


On the east bank of the Nile, the matt- 

black, 40-storey, twin towers of the 
Cairo Plaza commercial centre await the 
finishing touches. “The most sophisticated 
building in Egypt. 20 years ahead of its 
time,” according to the British contractors, 
Higgs and Hill, it is also likely to live up to the 
expectations of those who call it a white 
elephant, priced out of the market by its 
owners, Misr-Abu Dhabi Property 
Development Company. 

A mile to the west, in the affluent suburb of 
Mohandessin, 14 houses were evacuated in 
early June and two streets closed as the 
authorities began dismantling an 
apartment block which started to fall down 
betore it was completed. The 24-floor 
building, the tallest in the district, would 
have housed about 100 families, provided 
each had paid the E£80,000 ($97.500) asking 
price for an apartment; there would have 
been no shortage of takers in this 
overcrowded city. 

The two cases are examples, spectacular 
but not untypical, of what is happening to 
Caro. 

Collapsing buildings are not a new 
phenomenon, for get-rich-quick entre- 
preneurs realised long ago that hastily- 
constructed buildings or extensions, how- 
ever badly designed, met a growing 
demand. In 1863, when Ismail Pasha 
commissioned Baron Haussmann, the 
designer of modern Paris, to draw upa plan 
for Cairo, Haussmann foresaw a gradual 
doubling of the city’s population to 1.5 
million within a century. Today, Cairo has 
an estimated 12 million people. 
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EGYPT 


As early as 1957, Jamal Abdel Nasser 
ordered a maintenance report on all 
buildings, and within 10 days more than 
3,000 dwellings had been evacuated as 
unsafe. That. however, was a flash in the 
pan, and last December, the then governor 
of Cairo, Saad Mamum, declared that up to 
600,000 of the city’s 1.5 million homes were in 
need of structural repairs. His deputy, 
Mahmoud Ahmad, went as far as to say that 
30,000 houses were in imminent danger of 
collapse and a further 160,000 in urgent 
need of structural support. 

Even so, it was not until a junior minister of 
tourism was among two dozen people killed 
when an apartment block fell on his villa in 
March that the government appeared to 
take things really seriously. New laws being 
debated by the People’s Assembly this 
summer provide unlimited fines of not less 
than E£5,000 ($6,025) for owners infringing 
planning and construction regulations. 


The housing shortage is, of course, only 
one aspect of the problem Haussmann 
so drastically underestimated, and western 
companies, backed by their governments, 
are busily competing for lucrative contracts 
to improve the transport, sewerage and 
hospital services. 

French government financing through 
state-owned banks and the export credits 
guarantee department, Coface, has 
enabled French consortia to pick up the 
$200m Cairo metro contract and a number of 
hospital deals, including the E£20m Red 
Crescent hospital, the FFr275m ($36.5m) 
Egypt/Nasr Institute and the Ain Shams 
teaching hospital. The French must be well 
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placed to win the choicest of the 2! contracts 
currently being negotiated in this field - that 
for the E£120m Qasr a! Aini hospital in 
central Cairo, which will have 1,000 beds 
and a 240-bed paediatrics annex. 

Cotace’s willingness to back such projects 
(it is financing 80 per cent of the metro's costs 
in soft loans. for example) also swung 
negotiations in France's favour for the 
contract to build a new harbour at Damietta, 
125 miles east of Alexandra, to relieve 
pressure on the larger port. Officials who 
took part in those talks said that the 
unsuccessful consortium, including White 
Young and Partners, Kier International and 
Grey McKenzie, all of Bntain, failed in its 
$285m bid partly because of the 
cautiousness of Britain's Export Credits 
Guarantee Department. 

Not all British contractors share that view, 
however, and none now regrets failing to 
win the metro contract, for delays caused by 
Egypt's notorious bureaucracy and by the 
inadequacy of plans of Cairos 
inderground cables and pipes have put the 
project 16 months behind schedule, just 19 
months after work began. Gérard Beurivé, 
the project's third site manager, refuses to 
forecast when the system, due for 
completion in 1986, will actually go into 
service, and has next to no hope that the 
consortium will make a profit. 

Similar problems are less likely to arse 
with the city's waste water scheme, a vast 
project involving the constructiofi and 
upgrading of about 150 pumping stations, 
tunnels and culverts. The Egyptian 
government has allocated E£2.5bn under 
the current five-year plan for work, E£SS0m 
of it for the downtown east bank, the 
remainder for the affluent suburbs beyond 
the Nile. It was here that the antiquated 
sewerage system collapsed last winter, 
cutting off dnmnking water and often 
electricity supplies to one million people for 
10 days. 

The management contract has been 
awarded to Ambnc, a consortium including 
Black and Veatch of Kansas City, Camp 
Dresser and Mackee of Boston, John Taylor 
and Sons and Binnie and Partners, both of 
Britain, and Egycon, a group of three local 


4500/261 


23 





firms. The British government has granted 
£50m sterling from its Overseas 
Development Aid programme and Samuel 
Montagu have put together a £100m loan 
package towards the east bank: the US has 
meanwhile provided $99m in credits 
through the USAID office in Cairo. A further 
$30m is in the pipeline for rehabilitation 
works on the west bank. 

But although no work has yet begun, and 
tenders for $15S5m worth of work were still 
being examined in June, 18 months after 
Samuel Montagu’s line of credit was 
arranged, the Egyptian government is 
already in the market for a new loan of 
£156m_ sterling. Bankers in Cairo are 
sceptical about the possibility of arranging 
such a credit before substantial progress 
has been made on site. 

Once work begins, the contractors expect 
it to proceed swiftly, for thé sewerage system 
will be built deeper than any work has been 
done before in Cairo. The problems of 
hitting uncharted gas and electricity mains 
do not therefore anse. 

Extensive as they are, both the metro and 
waste water projects cannot solve Cairo’s 
basic problem. which is over-population, 
and the government has drawn up plans for 
seven new cities which are designed to 
house a total of 2.5 million people by the turn 
of the century. It will cost an estimated 
E£1.S5bn to complete the first stages alone of 
these new towns and so far site work has 
begun on only one of them, Tenth of 
Ramadan City, halfway between Cairo and 
Ismailia, where Swedish contractors are at 
work. 

For the time being, Cairo remains an 
increasingly ill-serviced capital, where the 
most eye-catching and well-executed 
buildings are invariably new hotels, from 
the salmon-pink Marriott on Zamalek Island, 
built at a cost of E£100m, to the equally 
gaudy and expensive Semiramis, nsing 
near the American Embassy, to the E£40m 
Sheraton (the third in the Sheraton chain). It 
is here that the western contractors really 
come into their own, in what one called “the 
top five per cent of the market,” where 
labour costs are minimal and where huge 
profits can be made. 
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DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONFLICTS IN LIBYA ANALYZED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 287, 23 May 83 pp 22-23 


[Article by al-Salami al-Husni: "The Popular Committees Have Angered the 
Colonel!"] 


[Text] In a private meeting held by ‘Abd al-Salam Jallud with some of the 
leaders of the popular committees, the number two man in Libya sharply and 
sternly criticized the popular conferences, saying: "I no longer under- 
stand what these committees are good for." Jallud was expressing an opinion 
which has been shared by Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi since the last meet- 
ing of the "Arab Opposition Movements" in Tripoli. As is well known, the 
meeting ended with a speech by al-Qadhdhafi in which he attacked these 
movements, charging that they were sterile. This view applies not only to 
the popular committees within Libya, but to the "Permanent Secretariat of 
the Conference of the Arab People," which has failed to achieve anything 

it was supposed to. It seems that the fate of this "secretariat" will be 
the same as that of the "Steadfastness and Confrontation Front," which was 
also overtaken by events. 


Secret struggles among groups formed, with the passage of time, within 

the popular committees and institutions inspired by the "Green Book" are 
going on under the cover of the criticisms being directed by the Libyan 
leadership against its "popular" institutions. Although these struggles 
and conflicts go back a long way, they have come out only through criti- 
cism. That is, each side has begun to charge the other sides with 
inadequacy, incompetence and working only for their private interests. 
According to the information acquired by AL-DUSTUR, at least three cur- 
rents are struggling with each other, exchanging accusations, and trying 

to get close to Colonel al-Qadhdhafi. The first one is headed by Ahmad 
Shahati, who was once the official in charge of the liaison office. Some 
sides accuse him of being a holdover from the era of the monarchy. Shahati 
was Libya's ambassador to Saudi Arabia during the reign of King Idris. After 
al-Qadhdhafi took power in 1969, he "stole away" to the Socialist Union as 
an official dealing with foreign relations. Thereafter, he founded the 
League of Unionist Nasserite Students. When the popular committees 
"marched" on the "Socialist Union," he took over the foreign affairs 
agency, which is also known as the foreign liaison office. Through this 
office, he was able to place members of the league in important and 
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sensitive posts in the Foreign Ministry and in the embassies, so that the 
Libyan Foreign Ministry came to have no power or authority in Libya's 
embassies abroad. He is also a member of some special committees which 
are concerned with the Jamahiriyya's foreign relations. These committees 
have as members ‘Umar al-Hamidi, Abu Zayd Durdah, ‘Abd al-Salam al-Turayki, 
and Sa'id Hafyanah. Through this committee, Shahati was able to turn the 
"march" against the embassies abroad to his favor and that of his allies. 
At one of this committee's meetings, Shahati quickly moved to appoint 
Sa'id Hafyanah to the people's bureau (embassy) in Paris. This let him 
banish his competitors, observe their activities and narrow their field 

of action. Perhaps for this reason, Shahati's enthusiasm for Sa'id 
Hafyanah aroused some doubts among his competitors. For Hafyanah repre- 
sents the Berber current in Libya, by virtue of both his position and his 
connections. By means of his position in Paris, Hafyanah managed to 
channel Libya's foreign dealings through Berber institutions in France, or 
through institutions headed by individuals who do not hide their separatist 
tendencies with regard to the Arab West. Among these institutions was the 
"International Office," which is now run and owned by a Moroccan national 
named [brahim Shalluh. Shalluh was previously one of the followers of 
al-Faqih al-Basri. He then split with him. Recently, Ibrahim al-Shulluh 
was able to sign a huge printing and publishing contract. with the 
Jamahiriyya worth $1.2 million. The contract was concluded through the 
agencies of Sa'id Hafyanah and Shahati, who--despite his illness--super- 
vises the office for "Green Book studies," following his removal from the 
liaison office. 


According to information from the "Secretariat of the Arab People," which 
is headed by ‘Umar al-Hamidi, Sa'id Hafyanah is involved in a financial 
matter with a female French Jewish lawyer who handles the legal affairs of 
the Libyan Embassy in France. This lawyer has received 3 million French 
francs (about half a million dollars) from Sa'id Hafyanah which she did 

not deserve. The case has been referred to the French courts. Moreover, 
after having been appointed to run the Libyan Embassy in France with the 
support of ‘Umar al-Hamidi and Abu Zayd Durdah and with the enthusiastic 
support of Shahati, Sa'id Hafyanah snubbed ‘Umar al-Hamidi and his repre- 
sentatives in France, expelled the representative of the Secretariat of the 
Arab People in Paris from the offices of the embassy and the news agency, 
and began to treat ‘Umar al-Hamidi during the latter's visits to France 
quite coldly. Indeed, he accused the Secretariat of disturbing Libyan- 
French relations through useless activities and contacts. He also charged 
that the Secretariat was wasting the Jamahiriyya's funds on activities that 
either served no useful purpose or served purposes which are to be found in 
the largest hotels of Paris and which cost large sums. It is true that the 
Secretariat, which is headed by 'Umar al-Hamidi, is just as unsuccessful 
and wasteful and squanders just as much money as the activities of Sa'id 
Hafyanah, who is now involved in at least two cases before the French 
courts. The first case has to do with the funds given to the female French 
lawyer, while the second has to do with the embassy's debts to Libyan 
nationals who are businessmen in Paris. Among these is a book store on 
Larignon Street which holds a bill made out to the Libyan Embassy for 
approximately 630,000 French francs. 











Under the weight of the criticism which the Libyan leadership has directed 
against both the Secretariat of the Conference of the Arab People and the 
popular committees, all parties are exchanging accusations of having caused 
incompetence and failure. Some say it is Shahati and his allies who are 
behind the incapacity and hindrance suffered by the Secretariat, their 

goal being to seize the greatest amount of authority possible, both inside 
and outside Libya. Others say that ‘Umar al-Hamidi has failed completely 
in his task, and that the Conference of the Arab People is nothing more than 
a Libyan advertising agency which burdens the Jamahiriyya with useless 
expenditures. The proof of this is that the organizations and persons 
which the Secretariat cooperates with have no worth or influence on the 
Arab scene or on the world scene. 


Al-Qadhdhafi was able to confirm for himself during the recent Tripoli 
conference that the more than 60 organizations summoned to this conference 
from the various Arab countries do not really represent anyone. For 
example, 19 persons representing 19 organizations came from the Iraqi 
Kurds. In the end, it became clear that they were marginal individuals 
living in Paris who made a profession out of being "hirelings." Moreover, 
the real parties in the Arab Homeland withdrew or hid their participation 
in the "People's Conference,” which became merely "a shop," as one Arab 
politician who attended the recent Tripoli conference put it. After the 
competing sides in Libya had spread their wash on the roofs as part of 
their internal struggle, expectations and predictions of new decrees by 
al-Qadhdhafi spread. Some say he will announce soon the dissolution of the 
Conference of the Arab People, which is no longer good for anything, as 
Jallud put it. Others say there will be a clean-up campaign which will 
encompass all the popular committees. However, no one goes so far as to 
expect that al-Qadhdhafi will get rid of Shahati or Sa'id Hafyanah, since 
the two men have ties within the regime which seem to be extensive. In 
addition, they have a long history of building support groups. As for the 
others, they have just noticed that the water has reached their legs and is 
about to sweep them away. 


One other phenomenon must be mentioned. in the midst of these conditions 
and conflicts, there has been a lot of talk about attempts to assassinate 
Colonel al-Qadhdhafi. Despite the fact that such attempts have been made, 
such as the attempt by the air force last December and January, which led 
to a decision to reorganize the armed forces, it is not customary for the 
Libyan media to announce such attempts. Therefore, the arrest of a 
Palestinian from Fatah who was accused of trying to assassinate 
al-Qadhdhafi was announced only as a reply to statements by Fatah leaders 
critical of al-Qadhdhafi's policy toward the Palestinian question. 
Secondly, some parties to the struggle have intentionally disclosed this 
case as part of an attempt to erect a wall between al-Qadhdhafi and some 
of their opponents within the Libyan regime. It seems that the person who 
was hurt in all these conflicts was 'Umar al-Hamidi, the official in charge 
of the Conference of the Arab People. 


Harsh, meaningful criticisms which will influence the future of the popular 
committees are being directed against al-Hamidi and his secretariat. They 
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confirm those criticisms which in turn confirm that: the Secretariat had 
no plan for dealing with the rapprochement among the three countries of the 
Arab West: Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. It seemed that the Secretariat 
totally failed to respond to this rapprochement, which Libya does not look 
on with approval. ‘Abd al-‘Ati al-'Ubaydi was given the job of reforming 
this negligence. Al-'Ubaydi's sharp statements let one understand how much 
influence Libya has come to have on the new developments in the Arab West. 
Simultaneously, the Libyan agencies might be pushed by him into reacting or 
taking some steps. He is highly critical of the Secretariat of the Con- 
ference of the Arab People, which was basically given the job of setting up 
ties with political organizations in the Arab West which could be used in 
times of tension. It was a great personal defeat for al-Qadhdhafi when the 
Tunisian opposition organizations and the Socialist Constitutionalist Party 
participated in the Tripoli conference, while the Algerian National Libera- 
tion Front Party, which al-Qadhdhafi up until the day of the conference had 
imagined was a strategic ally, stayed away. 


In general, the current situation within the Jamahiriyya is being formed by 
three essential factors: the disappointment felt by Colonel al-Qadhdhafi 
due to the failure of the institutions to perform their tasks, the incompe- 
tence of the popular committees and the other agencies, and the prominence 
of a current which controls old blocs which possess cogent arguments against 
the other groups. This current is working to localize Libyan policy, in 
conformity with a slogan which has become well known in Libya: "A wise 
regional policy instead of a fuzzy policy which is with everyone and 
against everyone." All that being said, the last word is still 
ai-Qadhdhafi's, according to the last sentence in his Green Book: "In the 
end, the strongest rules." 
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FOREIGN RESIDENTS IN LIBYA DETAILED 


Valetta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 20 Aug 83 p 5 


[Text ] 
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According to figures is- 
sued by the Nationality 
and Immigration Admin- 
istration of the Jamahiriya 
on 31st of May, 1983. The 
following are numbers of 
Arabs and = foreigners 
residing in Libya: 


EGYPTIANS 183,151 
fUNISLANS 49,268 
IRAQIS 1,059 
MOROCCANS ___.2,516 
CHADIANS 3,069 
KOREANS 17,482 
PAILANDESE — 15,325 
FRENCH 2.945 
ITALLANS 16,740 
BRITISH 10,883 


BULGARLANS 8,832 
ROMANIANS 20,716 
AMERICANS 2.695 
PALESTINIANS 12,267 
SUDANESE 17,539 
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MAURITANIANS 1,146 


PAKISTANI 19,303 
CHINESE 1,257 
PHILLIPINIANS 8,349 
YUGOSLAVS 14,428 
IRISH 1,054 
CZECHOSLOVAKS 3,285 


HUNGARIANS 1,856 
PORTUGESE 1,704 
BENGLADISH 7,448 
ALGERIANS $,220 
LEBANESE 4,237 
JORDANIANS 9,150 
GHANAIANS 1,073 


TURKS $2,602 
INDIANS 23,594 
MALTESE 1,515 
GREEK 2,319 
W.GERMANS 6,015 
SOVIETS 7,237 
POLES 11,391 


CANADIANS 1,060 
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BRIEFS 


AIR DEFENSE SCHOOLS--Tripoli, Dhulqidah 17, August 25, Jamahiriyah News 
Agency--As part of the Libyan Arab people's celebrations of the 14th anni- 
versary of their great al-Fatih revolution, a technical air defense secondary 
school was today inaugurated at Bir Asia Milad [spelling of name as received] 
in Tripoli. The inauguration ceremony was attended by Brigadier Abu Bakr 
Yunis Jabir, the commander in chief of the Libyan Arab Armed Forces and 
Brigadier Mustafa al-Kharrubi, the chief of staff, as well as the air 
defense and air force chiefs of staff. The inauguration plaque was unveiled 
during the ceremony. Both brigadiers Abu Bakr Yunis Jabir and Mustafa 
al-Kharrubi toured the secondary air school and were shown its different 
sections and facilities. Another air defence mobilization school was also 
inaugurated this morning and both Brigadier Jabir and al-Kharrubi took 

part in the inauguration ceremonies. [Text] [LD270509 Tripoli JANA in 
English 1829 GMT 25 Aug 83 LD] 
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MOROCCO 


BUDGET, FINANCLAL OUTLOOK FOR 1983 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French Special Annual Issue 1983 


/Yext/ Operations: 20,000 million dirham; investment: 19,000 million dirham; 
public debt: 5,700 million dirham. 


Despite the economic difficulties, the 1983 budget is characterized by a notable in- 
crease in investment credits, while operational expenses will be maintained at a 
normal rate of growth. 


Operations: + 12.5 percent 


Overall operational expenses will rise from 18 billion_104 million dirham in 1982 to 
20 billion dirham in /line missing in text--translator/ 12.5 percent, that is the 
same rate of growth as in 1982, 


This is the effect of the cutback efforts to which ordinary government spending has 
been subjected after having risen by 17 percent in 1981. 


[It is obvious, nevertheless, that the security of the country's territorial integri- 
ty remains a major objective of government action, and that the financial means ap- 
propriated to the administration of the national defense for 1983 emphasize the 
further growth of the security forces so as to realize this priority. 


45,000 New Functionaries 


We also note that the government's social action has not suffered at all by these 


measures. 


In tact, rather than weakening, the effort for recruitment for the public service 
las been emphasized since 45,000 new positions are being created in 1983 compared 
with 43,000 in 1982 (not including the tenures granted). 


Five Percent Salary Increases on 1 January 
Furthermore, with the intention of improving the purchasing power of government em- 


ployees, it has been decided to raise the salaries of officials by 5 percent with 
effect from 1 January 1983. 
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Subsidies: 2,000 Million Dirham 


Lastly, the interventions of the subsidies fund will be maintained at the level of 
2 billion dirham. For the second successive year, therefore, the prices of essen- 
tial foods will not be raised at all. 


Debt Charges: %,700 Million Dirham 


As to public debt charges (we must underline the fact that these cannot be cut and 
are unavoidable), they will rise from 4 billion 760 million dirham to 5 billion 
700 million dirham, an advance on the order of 20 percent. 


Equipment Budget: + 12 percent 


As far as the equipment budget is concerned, it is appropriate to remember that 

1983 is the pivotal year of the 1981-1985 Five-Year Plan. It was therefore impera- 
tive to proceed to a reassessment of the appropriations incidental to the projects 
retained so as to adjust them to the increase in costs since the initial estimates 
were prepared. Consequently the total of credits allocated for the period 1981-1985 
is raised to 77 billion dirhams, a1l0 percent reassessment while the instal- 

ment of payment appropriations for 1983 amounts to 19 billion dirham in 1982, a 
rise on the order of 12 percent. [as published] 


The State Budget in 1982 and 1983 (million dirham) 


1982 1983 
I. General State Budget 
Revenues 33,045,.1 37.328.6 
Operational expenses 18,104 ,6 20.139.6 
Investment expenses 16, 806.6 18.713.9 
Debt service 4,450 5,700 
Total expenses 39,36! 2 44 533.4 
Excess of expenditure 6,316.1 7,224.8 
[l. Budget Schedules 
Official Printing Works 
Revenues 5.6 6.1 
Operation 4.7 5.2 
Investments 0.9 0.9 
Port of Casablanca 
Revenues 95.5 Baaee 
Operation 37.5 43.6 
Investments 58.0 67.6 
Other Ports 
Revenues 256.4 327.5 
Operation 104.4 118.7 
Investments 152 208.8 
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Posts and Telecommunications 
Revenues 

Operation 

Investments 


Radio and Television 
Revenues 

Operation 
Investments 


Land Conservation 
Revenues 
Operation 
Investments 


[Ll. Special Treasury Accounts 


Special Appropriation 
Revenues 
Spending ceiling 


Banking and Commercial Operations 
Revenues 
Spending ceiling 


Membership in International Organizations 
Fees 


Investment Accounts 
Revenues 
Costs 


Loan Accounts 
Revenues 
Costs 


Advances Accounts 
Revenues 
Costs 


Appropriation Expenditure 
Revenues 

Spending ceiling 

Total of Special Accounts 
Revenues 


Spending ceiling 
Excess expenditure 
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1982 1983 


General Total 

Revenues 39 , 899.6 44 ,742.0 
Spending ceiling 46,765.2 52,637. 
Kxcess expenditure 6,865.5 7,895 


1983 State Revenues: A 14.5 percent advance compared with 28.6 percent in 1982 


According to a BMCE /Moroccan Foreign Trade Bank/ study, general state budget re- 
venues are rising from 33,045 million dirham to 37,828 million dirham, a 14.5 per- 
cent increase following an 28.6 percent rise in 1982. 


At 22,979 million dirham, revenues in the amount of 21,500 million dirham of recempts 
are growing by 6.7 percent this year, compared with 22 percent in the 1982 budget. 


Direct taxes are rising by 4.1 percent as against 14.8 percent in 1982 and are esti- 
mated at 5,700 million dirham; their share relative to fiscal receipts is declining 
to 26.5 percent compared with 26.2 percent in the previous year. 


fhis drop is due to a reduction in projected revenues in the IBP /expansion unknown/ 
account: 3,091 million dirham as against 3,118 million, that is - 0.8 percent com- 
pared with a 15 percent rise from 1981 to 1982. 


The decline in direct tax revenues also reflects the drop in the supplementary tax 
(90 million dirham compared with 110 million dirham), the capital gains tax and the 
abolition of the tax on unimproved land. 


Other direct taxes will experience various increases; the highest (+ 18.5 percent) 
ipplies to deductions from wages and salaries. 


Customs duties will record a moderate advance-- + 3.1 percent--and should yield 
5.300 million dirham due to various exemptions granted, and these should widen when 
the new code of industrial investments takes effect. 


indirect taxes will provide a growing amount of revenue from one year to the next; 
in 1983 they will represent 40 percent of fiscal receipts at 8,600 million dirham. 
They are rising by 10 percent as against 26.8 percent in 1982. 


The tax on products and services is settling down at 6.260 million dirham (+ 12 per- 
cent), the taxes on domestic consumption are rising by 5.8 percent to achieve 
2,340 million dirham. 


Registration and stamp duties will have an estimated (provisional) yield of 
1.900 million dirham, of which 1,216 million dirham represent stamp duties and 
09 million dirham registration duties. 


Among other ordinary revenues (other than fiscal), totaling 1,479 million dirham 
compared with 2,448 million dirham (- 39.6 percent), the tax paid by public estab- 
lishments is in serious decline by comparison with 1982. 











Loan Receipts 


Loan receipts will be held to 14,850 million dirham, + 42 percent by comparison with 
1982 when they had already advanced from 7,068 million dirham to 10,450 million 
dirham. 


fhe “xchange Value ofclaims abroad represents almost 89 percent of this class of 
revenue and amounts to 13,200 million diham; the remainder--1,650 million dirham-- 


will in theory be covered by domestic savings by way of the domestic financial mar- 
ket. 


Budget Schedules 


The receipts and expenditures of the budget schedules do not allow for a deficit--by 
definition-- , and therefore balance in the amount of 2,080 million dirham, an ad- 
vance of 28 percent compared with 1982. 


Operating costs amount to 1,220 million dirham (+ 28.2 percent); 101 million dirham 
ot this amount are dedicated to the new budget for land conservation. Investment 
costs come to 860 million dirham (+ 46 percent), to which are added the appropria- 
tion commitments for 1984 and subsequent years in the amount of 3,305 million dirham. 


Special Treasury Accounts 


Taken as a whole, the special treasury accounts show a deficit of 1,170 million 
dirham, the result of an increase in costs that achieve 6,003 million dirham com- 
pared with 5,782 million dirham and a concurrent diminution of revenues that were 
reduced to 4,833 million dirham compared with 5,233 million dirham in 1982. 


Appropriation accounts will take up the major share with 2,704 million dirham; spe- 
cial appropriation accounts are estimated at 1,282 million dirham, investment ac- 
counts have been allocated 730 million dirham and, lastly, loan accounts amount to 
626 million dirham. 


New Fiscal Provisions 

The 1983 financial law has introduced some fiscal modifications relating to the sup- 
plementary tax; to taxes on urban land; to the tax on products, to registration and 
stam duties; to deductions from wages and salaries as well as to investment reserves. 
|) Supplementary Tax on Total Earnings by Individuals 

Three kinds of deductions apply to total earnings: 

a. Premiums or contributions paid from 1 January 1983 and relating to individual 
life insurance contracts assumed by taxpayers for a period of no less than 10 years 


and with a ceiling of 3,500 dirham per annum. 


b. Dividends received from 1 January 1983 on stock quoted on the stock exchange, 
with a ceiling of 3,000 dirham per annum. 
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c. The amount «* the net purchases of stocks quoted on the stock exchange and exe- 
cuted from l ©» «+ 7 1983, with a ceiling of 10,000 dirham per annum. 


However, the total amount of reductions in the payments to supplementary tax arising 
from the application of the above mentioned exemptions may not exceed 1,000 dirham 
per annum. 


2) Taxes on Urban Land 


It has been decided to annul the tax on unimproved urban land, instituted by the 
1978 finance law. 


3) Taxes on Products 


When business operations cease, those subject to tax on products may recover tax 
credits without waiting for 2 months. 


/ 


4) Registration and Stamp Duties 


Duties payable on share capital and the surtax incidental to the provision of movdle 
or immovable property are collected at half rate: 


-- On capital increases of companies quoted on the stock exchange or applying for 
quotation, but only on condition that this stock represents at least 20 percent of 
the nominal capital of said companies. 


-- On contributions to or capital increases of investment companies, the capital of 
which consists to at least 50 percent of convertible foreign exchange and on condi- 
tion that this percentage represents a total equal or superior to 15,000 dirham. 


5) Deductions from Wages and Salaries 


Repayments of principal and of normal interest on loans for the construction and 
purchase of cheap housing are deductible from the net amount of wages, benefits and 
emoluments, salaries, pensions and annuities, on condition that the repayment 
amounts are retained and paid monthly by the employer to the approved credit insti- 
tutions. 


It should also be pointed out that the most important of the new fiscal measures 
concerns | year's extension of the exemption from IBP on the profits of exporting 
industrial, commercial or craft enterprises. 


h) Investment Reserve 


The investment reserve must be shown among the liabilities on the balance sheet for 
the period of operations but, at the end of 10 years from its establishment, it may 
be incorporated in the company's capital on condition that no reduction in capital 
had occurred in the 4 years prior to or following the year in which the investment 
reserve is incorporated in said capital. 
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Furthermore, the interest rate on equipment bonds that was fixed at 5 percent, may 
in future be no less than 8 percent nor more than 11] percent. (BMCE bulletin) 


Revenues and Expenditures of the General State Budget 



























































1981 1982 1983 (2) Vanations en % 
(i) EN MILLIONS DE DH +) Li) i233 Lid i.) +4 }- 
VL JF ATs a art % ASF ~ 7 2 
Montant | Part % ontant | Part Montani | part % 1982 / 81 1983 / 8 
5) 
Reshources 
Recettes fiscaies 16.529 | 64,3 % 20.147 | 61,0 % 21.500} 56,8 % + 21,9 % + 6,7 % 
(Fao d'emprunt + 7.068 | 64,3 % 10.450 | 31,6 % 14.850] 39,3 % | + 47,8 % + 42,1 % 
(8) Autres recettes 2.101 8,2 % 2.448 7.4% 1.478 3.9% | + 16,5 % — 39,6 % 
(9) Total des Ressources 25 698 | 100.0 % | 33.045 | 100,0 % | 37.828 | 100.0% | + 28.6% | + 14.5% 
(10) 
Charges 
TL 1 ) Dépenses de fonctionnement 15.357 | 54,5 % | 18.104] 46.0% | 20.140] 45.2% | + 17.9% | + 11,2% 
42 nses d'investissement 9.996 | 35.5 % 16.807 | 42,7 % 18.714] 42,0 % | + 68,1 % + 11,3 % 
I Sauie de ia detie , 2.821 | 10,0 % 4.4580} 11,3 % $.700 | 12,8 % | + 5$7,7% | + 28,1 % 
(14 )Total des charges 28.174 | 100,0 % | 39.361 | 100,0 % | 44.554 | 100,0 % | + 39,7% | + 13,2 % 
{15 )pericit BUDGETAIRE 2.476 6.316 6.726 + 1551 + 65% \ 
a _. <a 
(BMCE bulletin) 
K yy . 
i. In million dirham 9. Total revenues 
2. Percentage variations 10. Expenses 
3. Total amount 11. Operational expenses 
4. Percentage share 12. Investment expenditure 
5. Revenues 13. Debt charges 
6. Tax receipts 14. Total expenditure 
7. Loan receipts 15. Budget deficit 


8. Other receipts 


Outlook for 1983 


Difficulties and austerity, but the private sector will benefit 
trom every necessary encouragement. 


Monetary and credit policy for 1983 has been planned with much prudence so as not to 
add to the pressures affecting our internal and external finances and to limit as 
mich as possible all inflationary strains and the exhaustion of our foreign exchange 
reserves. This was stress last March by M Assoui in his address to the Moroccan 
General Economic Federation. 


However, though 1983 monetary and credit policy was compelled to bow to the demands 
ot the moment for the purpose of restoring domestic stability and gradually reducing 


the external imbalance brought about by other measures, it must not sacrifice the 
objective of economic growth that remains one of the government's main priorities. 
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Loans: + 6 percent in the First Half 1983 


The money supply is proposed to rise in 1983 by a rate of about 12 percent--slightly 
lower than that of the gross national product at current prices; this latter is to 
advance at the order of 15 percent. This proposed monetary supply is tentative and 


provisional, taking into account the uncertainties still surrounding the forecasts 
for 1983. 


Not sufficiently well defined yet are, in particular, the development of the grain 
harvest, the price of oil, the rate of exchange and interest rates. 


Nevertheless, the planned monetary growth will benefit a great deal from company fin- 
ancing. The treasury will certain continue in 1983 to limit recourse to borrowing so 
as to allow the private sector to fully benefit from the growth of bank loans. 


[In the course of its meeting at the beginning of March, the credit and financial mar- 
ket committee fixed the advance of controlled bank loans at 6 percent in the first 
half of 1983 compared with a 5.3 percent rise achieved in the course of the first 
half 1982. Of course uncontrolled loans with respect to bank financing of exports 
and investments are not subject to any restriction. 


[t goes without saying that credit controls, in force for several years now, are even 
more justified in the difficulties confronting cur financial situation. 


As handled now the controls are far from representing an obstacle because some of the 
more important priority credits are not subject to them, and because the advance pro- 
grammed for controlled credits is ample enough to objectively respond to the genuine 
needs of the economy. 


The Qualitative Aspect 


in addition to the general recommendations that the monetary authorities lavish on 
the banking system to encourage it to finance productive investments and aid those 
companies that need it most, they have retained various measures tending to direct 
financing to some priority sectors from the aspect of government action. 


in fact economic policy seeks to develop on the one hand investments in those sectors 
that employ a great deal of labor and give a much needed impetus to economic activi- 
ty in general--such as housing construction and the sector of small and medium indus- 


try. On the other hand it aims to promote activities that generate foreign exchange 
--such as exports, tourism or the repatriation of the earnings of Moroccan workers 
abroad. New measures have been adopted with a view to reinforce the actions of the 


banks for the benefit of these sectors. 
These measures concern: 
|. Raising the banks' minimum ratio for investment loans from 4.5 percent to 


5.5 percent of bank deposits so as to get the banks to take a larger share in the 
financing of investments. 
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Doubling the employment ratio on bank loans for housing; this has been raised 

from 1.5 percent to 3 percent to better stimulate the construction sector that, as 
you know, continues to enjoy the particular attention of the government in view of 
its economic and social impact. 


§. Kelaxing the procedure for granting medium-term credits rediscountable for loans 
not exceeding | million dirham so as to benefit small and medium industries which re- 
present the sound base of industrial development. In future banks may grant direct 
loans within these limits without waiting for the prior approval of the Bank of 
Morocco. It should be acknowledged that our experiences in the sector of small and 
medium industry are encouraging: In the course of the past 3 years more than 

470 industrial projects have been realized and provided more than 21,000 jobs. 


4. Inducing the banks to participate with the National Economic Development Bank 
in financing leasing companies that are particularly attractive for small and medium 
companies. 


5. Inducing the banks to help and advise Moroccan workers abroad with regard to the 
repatriation of their savings and channeling them toward productive investments. 


In addition to these measures, aimed at increasing the banking system's support of 
the private sector, the state has made every effort to facilitate the task of this 
sector. Accordingly all investment standards are being revised to adjust them to 
the economic realities of our country. 


fhe state has also established an entire arsenal of measures aimed at benefiting the 


export sector, to which the government devotes particular attention in view of the 
crucial role it has in the national economy in general and for the improvement of 
the balance of payments in particular. These measures also involve financing, insu- 
rance, cover of exchange risks, taxation and guarantees. 


All these meausres aim to create favorable conditions for the emancipation of the 
private sector. Given the place this sector occupies in the Moroccan economy, it 


may not neglect its responsibilities nor fail to play its part. 
We have no doubt that the private sector will demonstrate greater dynamism and back 
up the public sector in the present economic situation that requires the mobiliza- 
tion of all existing and potential capacities so as to respond to the challenge to 
our economy and to clear the way for economic and social progress. 
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Evlution of the Money Supply in 1982 (million dirham) 


Currency in Deposit Current Time Total 

Circulation Money Accounts Accounts 
December 1981 11,134 17 , 883 707 5,872 35,596 
January 1982 10,999 17,708 738 6,141 35,586 
February 1982 10, 803 17,872 774 6,233 35,682 
March 1982 10,963 18,234 738 6,122 36,057 
April 1982 11,128 17,811 670 6,444 36,053 
May 1982 11,070 18,416 631 6,554 36,671 
June 1982 11,277 18,649 520 6,620 37,066 
July 1982 11,914 18,830 498 6,662 37,904 
August 1982 11,844 18,890 425 6,700 37.859 
September 1982 11,964 19,085 385 6,784 38,218 
October 1982 11,863 19,757 379 6,778 38,777 
December 1982 12,039 19,928 288 7,331 39, 566 


11698 
CSO: 4519/3111 
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MOROCCO 


ELECTION RESULTS CHALLENGED BY PARTIES 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 176, 25 Jun-1 Jul 83 p 5 


[Article by al-Bahi Muhammad Ahmad: "There Is a Political Crisis in 
Morocco, and the Parties Are Demanding an Investigation of the Election 
Results" ] 


[Text] The local elections in Morocco have become a broad political crisis 
which is threatening the government of Mr Maati Bouabid. Serious objec- 
tions have been made to the results of the elections, which led to the 
failure of most of the Istiqlal Party's candidates. The party is headed by 
the foreign affairs minister, M'Hamed Boucetta. Moreover, other parties, 
such as the Constitutional Union Party, which is headed by the prime minis- 
ter himself, have contested the validity of the results. 


The Istiqlal Party has submitted the resignations of the eight ministers it 
had in the government. The foreign affairs minister, M'Hamed Boucetta, has 
informed the king of Morocco, Hasan II, that he considers the results to be 
"undemocratic," as well as a blow against himself personally and the party. 
Boucetta also sent a letter to the prime minister in which he expressed his 
opposition to a statement made by the minister of the interior, Driss Basri, 
before the parliament on the course of the elections. In his letter, the 
foreign minister said that the cabinet was not informed of the minister's 
statement, which therefore does not represent the position of the govern- 
ment. 


The king asked the Istiqlal Party ministers to stay in their posts. It 
seems there is a tendency toward carrying out a high-level investigation of 
the election results, especially since the Constitutional Union Party, 

which is headed by the prime minister, has indicated in a commentary that 
violations occurred during the process of examining and announcing the 
results. A statement by the prime minister's party said some administrative 
aides had committed violations which influenced the announced results, and 
that the supreme administrative authorities had been informed of all 
recorded violations. The Socialist Union of Popular Forces announced in a 
statement by its political office that the process of vote-counting was done 
in an illegal way, which in turn led to falsified results. The Union sent 
appeals to the Ministry of Justice. As for the Istiqlal Party, it con- 
demned the announced results and said that what happened on 10 June was a 
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cruel blow against democracy in Morocco. In this heavy, tense atmosphere, 
the speaker of the chamber of deputies called for an emergency session to be 
held to listen to the statement of the minister of the interior concerning 
the course of the election. The parties participating in parliament have 
raised a legal question about the interior minister's statement: Was it 
made in the name of the government as a whole, or in the name of the 
interior minister alone? Moreover, the parties in the ruling coalition, 
which are the Istiqlal Party, the Popular Movement, the National Democratic 
Party and the Constitutional Union, have challenged the election results. 


In a statement to the parliament, Mr Driss Basri, the minister of the 
interior, confirmed that the Moroccan people had let their voices be heard 
and had thereby expressed their faith in democracy. He said he respected 

the people's will, and that the feverish campaign which greeted the announce- 
ment of the results could be explained by the political efforts being exerted 
by the parties which had been hoping to obtain better results. In addition, 
he said it expressed disappointment at results which amounted to a verdict 
against some forms of local organization. 


The minister said that a number of groups which some had considered impene- 
trable fortresses, so to speak, had fallen as a result of the will of the 
voters, who, by voting, expressed their disgust with the maladministration 
of their affairs by some of their former representatives. He added that 
while the idea of inheritance had a role to play in some fields, it was not 
decisive in the field of politics, and that it would be better for the 
parties which thought the results they obtained were less than what they had 
hoped for to redouble their efforts, in order to achieve what they wanted in 
the next elections. He described the atmosphere in which the elections took 
place by saying that it had been a memorable day marked by a spirit of 
responsibility with which all the candidates were graced. He mentioned the 
measures which had been taken, among which was the appointment of coordi- 
nators who represented the various parties in the provinces alongside the 
provincial supervisors. There were 350 such coordinators in all. Moreover, 
the Ministry of the Interior kept in continuous contact with headquarters 
officials in all the parties: 33,000 poll booths were opened. Observers 
were appointed for each candidate, so that there were 44,000 of then. 


However, Mr Driss Basri's statement met with renewed sharp criticism. The 
Socialism and Progressive Party demanded that the elections be held again 
and that the government be dismissed and considered responsible for the 
falsification of the vote. As for the Constitutional Union Party (the 
party of the prime minister), it announced that it would turn to the 
Ministry of Justice and that it was insisting, via various legal means, 
that its legitimate rights be upheld. The party said in an official state- 
ment signed by Mr Maati Bouabid that the ball was now in the Justice 
Ministry's court, and that the Constitutional Union was awaiting its 
verdict. As for the newspaper AL-'ALAM, which is the mouthpiece of the 
Istiqlal Party headed by the foreign minister, M'Hamed Boucetta, it pub- 
lished a letter from the party's executive committee to the prime minister 
which announced the reservations of the eight Istiqlali ministers concerning 
the minister of the interior's statement, of which they had been uninformed 
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and about which their opinion had not been asked. In commenting on the 
statement by the minister of the interior, AL-'ALAM said that it “brought 
nothing new. The new thing that has surprised the citizenry is his talk 
about administrative neutrality. This is strange stuff. Stranger still 

is the fact that it is said to national public opinion with this boldness." 
AL-"ALAM confirmed that the Istiqlal Party had no dispute with any other 
party concerning the elections on 10 June, saying: "Rather, the essence 

of our position is the complete condemnation of the circumstances under 
which the elections were held. These circumstances were corrupted by the 
behavior of the administrative apparatus." 


AL-MITHAQ AL-WATANI, the mouthpiece of the National Rally of Independents, 
which is headed by Mr Ahmad 'Asman, the son-in-law of King Hasan II and the 
former prime minister, published a commentary following the statement by the 
minister of the interior in which it affirmed that the political parties 
which had participated in these elections were more or less unanimous in 
believing that this popular consultation had not been free of violations 

and excesses. The National Rally of Independents confirmed that what was 
clear before and after the government presentation in parliament, along 
with this extant fissure within the apparatus of the government, went beyond 
the unusual to the irrational. 


12224 
CSO: 4504/452 
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SUDAN 


RENEWAL OF TENSIONS IN SOUTH DISCUSSED 
(airo MAYU in Arabic 6 Jun 83 p 19 


Article by Muhammad 'Abd-al-Ghaffar: "Secrets of What Happened in South Sudan: 
Southerners Offered Help To Put an End to the Mutiny; Carabino Refused To Carry 
Out Transfer Order, Started Buying Weapons from Libya; Paratroopers Storm Loca- 
tions of Mutiny, Flush Out All Insurgents" | 


Text] The vice president says, "There are political parties 
operating underground and trying to stir up unrest on behalf of 
Ethiopia, Israel and Libya. 


What are the secrets behind the recent mutiny in Sudan? MAYU's [correspondent | 
flew to Sudan to find the answer to that question. The south of Sudan is still 
unexplored territory containing more than 80 million feddans of arable land and a 
fortune in lumber and animal resources. Sduth Sudan also has oil and uranium 
resources that are still undiscovered. The mutiny began with a decision to trans- 
fer to the Northern Region Battalion 105 stationed in Pibor in the Southern 
Region under the command of Maj Carabino. Battalion 105 was to be replaced by 
another battalion that was being transferred from the Northern Region as part of 
a plan for change. These forces refused to carry out the order; they fortified 
their positions in the woods; and they declared a mutiny. At that time president 
Ja'tar Numayri, in his capacity as commander in chief issued orders to the para- 
troopers to storm the locations of the mutiny. The paratroopers stormed these 
locations, flushed out all the insurgents and arrested 800 persons. The leader of 
the mutiny fled into the woods on the borders. 


The governor of the south affirms, ''There are no declared political parties. We 
abolished political parties. However, there are political organizations that are 
operating underground and trying to take advantage of any opportunity to stir 

up unrest.” 


Vice President Joseph Lagu, a southerner who is in power, thinks that the mutiny 
is local, that it came to an end and that it has not spread in the Southern 
Repion. The man affirmed his strong enthusiasm for the integration between Egypt 
and Sudan, and he said that that integration would turn the Southern Region into 
the bread basket of the world. 


The distance to the Southern Region from the capital, Khartoum, to Juba, the capi- 


tal of the Southern Region is more than 2,000 kilometers. It takes more than 3 
hours to fly from Khartoum to Juba. 
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fhe road to the south is difficult, but despite the difficult transportation and 
the rugwed terrain, the road is full of enchanting forests, hundreds of tribes, 
cores ot native languayes and religions, tribal differences and active mis- 
/ionaries. the Southern Region has common borders with seven neighboring 
countries that have contacts with these tribes. There are more than 80 million 
feddans in the south that are arable, and there is a tremendous fortune in lumber 
and animal resources. Recently, oil was found and uranium was discovered. All 
these resources are still unexplored. The Southern Region attracted attention a 
tew days betore the parliamentary session that was to consider integration was 
convened. This was after the recent attempted mutiny that occurred in the 
Southern Region and was led by Maj Carabino, the commanding officer of Battalion 
105. Maj Carabino led the mutiny in the camps at Bor, Pibor and Pachala. 


MAYU obtained the true story of the mutiny. It found out how the mutiny was 
quelled and what weapons were used to resist the Sudanese armed forces. 


Ihe Story of the Mutiny 


lhe mutiny began when Lt Gen Faruq Abu Kaduk, chief of operations in the Sudanese 
army, issued orders tor the execution of the annual | station} exchange plan for 
units ot the Sudanese army. 


ihe plan called for military units to move out of the locations where they were 
stationed and be replaced by other units. Battalion 105 under the command of Maj 
Carabino was to move out of Pibor in the Southern Region where it was stationed, 
ind it was to head north. As part of this exchange plan Battalion 105 was to be 
replaced by another battalion from the north. 


lhe Insurvents Stole from the Tribes of the South 


Other units carried out the orders of the Sudanese armed forces command. But Maj 
irabino refused to carry out the orders and declared that Battalion 105 would 
not move and that | its members; would not leave their families. Polygamy is prac- 
ticed in the Southern Region where men can have 20 wives at the same time. The 
leader of the mutiny argued that he and his soldiers were supporting their wives 
and that all of them had many wives. The Sudanese command rejected that argument 
ind pave Carabino a chance to move his forces to the location it had set for him. 
‘ut’ Carabino refused to carry out the orders. A small group in the camps of 
Pibor, Bor and Pachala sympathized with him and began attacking citizens of the 
,outh who were members of neighboring tribes. They stole their cows and their 


ittle and smuggled them into Ethiopia to purchase weapons. In addition, | these 
insurgents were financed by some neighboring countries, chief among them was 
Libya. 


irabino's torces fortified their positions in the woods. President Ja'far 
Numayri, the commander in chief of the Sudanese armed forces issued his orders to 
the paratroopers to invade the locations of the mutiny. Officers and soldiers of 
the people's forces of Sudan, from the north and from the south, carried out the 
orders of their commander in chief and stormed the locations of the mutiny in the 
amps at Bor, Pibor and Pachala. The insurgents were flushed out; 800 persons 
were arrested; and Maj Carabino fled to the woods on the borders. 
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While these forces were combing the area, Sudan's armed forces seized the weapons 
that the insurgents had used. It turned out that the weapons were made in Israel. 


fhe attempted mutiny ended in failure, and the exchange plan was carried out. 

fhe insurgents will be put on trial for disobeying orders, and they will also be 
charged with other military violations. Calm was restored to the Southern Region, 
and so was the confidence of the tribes whose cows and cattle had been stolen by 
the insurgents. 


MAYU interviewed leaders of the Southern Region who emphasized the unity of 
Sudanese soil. They affirmed that the mutiny, which some people tried to describe 
45 a resumption of the civil war between the south and the north to create a 
state ot instability in Sudan, was no more than a small storm that was the result 
of tribal customs that people tried to exploit to upset national unity in Sudan. 


loseph James Tombura, governor of Sudan's Southern Province told me, "The people 
ot the south are the ones who have the greatest desire for the unity of Sudanese 
soil. We have in the South 5 million Sudanese citizens distributed among 6 
provinces. These include the provinces of Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria, Western 
Equatoria, Bahr al-Ghazal, the Lakes, the Upper Nile and Jonglei. There are 
scores of tribes in those areas. The most important of them are the Barya, Kakwa, 
Fajlu, Biyanwara, Hundari, Makraka, Latuka, Tabusna, Amwaya and Adina. All these 
influential tribes laid down their arms after the Addis Ababa Agreement, and some 
of them volunteered to join the Sudanese armed forces.It was the Addis Ababa 
\ureement that ended the civil war which lasted 16 years. An age of stability 
bewan after that}, and President Ja'far Numayri granted the people of the south 
their autonomy. This war broke out because services like education, medical treat- 
ment and tacilities were not available in the south, and southerners did not take 
part in government. Today, however, the vice president of the republic is from 
the Southern Region; more than one minister in the central government is from the 
Southern Region; Sudan's National Assembly has members from the Southern Region; 
and southerners serve as members in the Nile Valley Parliament. 


Everyone in the Northern Region and the Southern Region is governed by the con- 
stitution. 


| asked, "How do you see the situation in the south now after the recent mutiny?" 


le said, "The situation is quite stable. However, the south has its own tribal 
conditions. We have many tribes, and there are many differences between those 
tribes. Their lives are based on tending cattle and sheep; therefore, they often 
have disagreements over pasture land." 


| said, "Are there political parties in the south that are manipulated by outside 
forces?" 


ihe governor of the south said, "There are no declared political parties because 
we abolished parties in Sudan. However, there are political parties operating 
underground. These parties try to take advantage of any opportunity to stir up 
unrest. they try to recruit as many people as they can to create a state of 
instability. Those people work for other countries like Ethiopia, Libya and 
israel. 
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‘"Echiopia and israel encourage any attempt to bring about the separation of the 
,outh trom the north. They tried to recruit a small group of southerners to do 
just that. What Libya is concerned with is the creation of a state of chaos to 
bring about the overthrow of the Sudanese regime and President Ja'tar Numayri. 
llowever, the south can never be separated from the north. Evidence tor this lies 
in the tact that Carabino, the commanding officer of Battalion 105, which carried 
out the mutiny, robbed the southern tribes first. Carabino and his men seized the 

ttle owned by southern tribes and exchanged them for weapons in Ethiopia. The 
people ot the south were the first to offer assistance to the Sudanese armed 
forces to wipe out the mutiny.” 


‘What would be the solution that would ward off other attempts to destroy 


ver 


the state of stability |in the region}? 


| said, 


ile said, “We thought we would divide the south into three new provinces: the 
‘ipper Nile Province, the Bahr al-Ghazal Province and Equatoria Province. This new 
division would give citizens a greater opportunity to participate in their own 
yovernments. Services would be increased, the range of supervision and control 
over conditions would be expanded and opportunities for education would be 
increased. All that the people of the south are hoping for is an increase in the 
number of students from the south who are admitted to Egyptian universities. My 
laughter Catherina is now studying in the College of Agriculture at the Univer- 
sity of Alexandria because we love Egypt. As you see there is no unrest and there 
ire no disturbances in the south. Evidence for that lies in the delegations of 
tourists that visit the south to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the region." 


\ Small Group behind the Mutiny 


hristina Deng , an influential leader of the south, a member of Sudan's 
National Assembly and widow of William Deng , spiritual leader of the south, 
told me, “South Sudan is full of riches. The superpowers that want to control the 
destiny of small nations will not allow stable conditions to last. Food has 
become the weapon these superpowers use to polarize the smaller nations. With 
everything it has, Sudan is qualified to become responsible for meeting its own 
needs for food as well as the needs of neighboring countries. The discovery of 
oil and uranium in the south made Israel and the superpowers think of all kinds 
ot ways to get their hands on those resources. It is for this reason that they 
ire stirring up trouble. But the people of Sudan in the north and in the south 
are holding on to their unity. For this reason, we the people of the south, 
rejected and resisted this small mutiny." 


isked her, “How can stability continue in the south?" 


‘he said, "By increasing education in the south, repairing roads and building 
plants for canning agricultural products. We have rare fruits in the south. Let's 
process them and sell them to those who would rather see unrest continue in our 
suntry so they could take our resources. Let's sell these products and get the 
‘llars which we can use to build schools and hospitals. The people of the south 
want to have these services so that conditions in the south |regarding relations 
with the north, would remain stable forever. There is no need for alarm regarding 
this mutiny. It was carried out by a small group that does not represent the 
people of the south. Southerners are now an inseparable part of their mother 











country, Sudan. We obtained all our constitutional rights, just like northerners. 
fou may have seen how southerners took part in the celebration commemorating the 
anniversary of the May Revolution and the onset of President Numayri's third term 
in office. Southern tribes and southern men joined these celebrations with their 
folk dances." 


No Local Involvement 


Im the vice president's office in the Presidential Palace in Khartoum MAYU inter- 
viewed Vice President Joseph Lagu, one of the southerners holding a high govern- 
ment position. 


| asked the vice president of Sudan, "What do you think of the mutiny that 
occurred in the south?" 


joseph Lagu said, "The mutiny was local; it occurred in one battalion, and it 
was also restricted to one region. The mutiny has ended completely, and it has 
not spread at all in the south. Our investigations have indicated to us that 
local tribes are not involved at all in this mutiny. In fact, some of the tribes 
were robbed by the insurgents. Second, because political leaders follow an open- 
loor policy, the tribes did not respond to the insurgents." 


| asked, "Do you find any traces for foreign involvement in this mutiny?" 


lie replied, "Some neighboring countries would not like to see Sudan become a 
stable country. We know the identities of these countries [despite their 

ittempts to conceal those identities. They cannot take action. The National 
Security Agency and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs now have all the information. 
‘hat's why we were able to put down ali attempts for creating unrest and distur- 


‘o Fear ot Mutiny 


| said, "One can see that there is calm and stability now, but is it possible 
that there might be other small groups sympathetic to the insurgents who may have 
an effect on stability [in the country |?" 


lie replied, "The south has been and continues to be stable since the Addis Ababa 
\ureement. The mutiny at Bor and Pibor has had no effect on the stability of 
udan. Things like that happen often in the nations of the world. Many units in 
other countries mutinied. When that happens, it becomes the duty of leaders to 
wipe out the mutiny. There is nothing to fear from this mutiny. People in the 
south are against it, and they did not support it. The general command of Sudan's 
irmed forces succeeded in wiping it out, and we will soon finish the task of 
wiping out all those insurgents who fled the country." 


| said, "You are a southerner, and you are enthusiastic about the | proposed | 
integration between Egypt and Sudan. Will that integration bring about stability 
in the south?" 


The vice president of Sudan said, "Yes, because our fellow Egyptians with their 
experience and their rich progress will turn the south into the bread basket of 
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the world. Southerners want Egyptian teachers, physicians and university profes- 
sors. We want to benetit from our resources, and the Egyptians are the best can- 
didates who would help us do just that. Therefore, southerners welcomed them. 


‘Let me give you an example of this. We did not have in the south a bridge or 

a hospital. We asked Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah to build a bridge for us between 
luba and Malakal. No country came forward to help us build that bridge. Field Mar- 
‘hal Abu Ghazalah gave us everything we asked for. He sent us a group of Egyptian 
engineers, and the bridge was built over the Sawba River in record time. Not 
only that, he also built for us a hospital and a resthouse in Nimule. Do you know 
what the southerners did tor the Egyptian engineers’? They staged celebrations 

to welcome the Egyptians, the sons of the Nile, everywhere they went. That is 

why southerners were the tirst to welcome the Egyptians because reconstruction 
ind education will ensure stability forever. Our progress will thus continue, 

ind everything will be calm in southern Sudan. There is no trace ‘whatsoever. 


olf the state ot anxiety that existed. The mutiny ended, and the insurgents 
tailed." 


‘he interview ended, and I took my notes and returned to Cairo to write this 
report which affirms that everything is quiet in Sudan's Southern Region. 











TUNISIA 


BALANCE OF TRADE DEFICIT REPORTED TO HAVE WORSENED 


East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 24, Aug 83 pp 52,53 


[Text ] 


Tunisia s balance of trade 
deficit has worsened, with 
a decline in exports and an 


increase in imports, while 


the living standard of the 


average Tunisian has fallen 


Figures published by the Tunisian 

government-owned National Institute of 
Statistics (INS) show that the balance of trade 
deficit became more serious during the first few 
months of 1983. 

The trade deficit shot up from TD171m at 
the same period last year, to TD287m. 
According to the INS, this upward trend is due 
to the increase in imports and the decrease in 
exports. The figures supplied show that 
imports during the first three months of 1983 
reached TD529m while exports totalled 
TD242m. This represents an increase of 17.4 
per cent in imports and a fall of 13.7 per cent in 
exports. 

The chronic balance of payment deficit now 
stands at around TD425m, and the country’s 
foreign trade recorded a deficit of TD783m 
according to the Tunisian government's 
temporary figures for 1982. Even toursm, 
which President Bourguiba has _ been 
encouraging over the years as a major source of 
foreign exchange. showed a substantial crop in 
1982. The number of tourists fell from 2.151 
million in 1981 to 1.355 millon. Despite the 
unreliability of tounsm and its social 




















49 


repercussions, TD58m were allocated to it in 
the 1983 investment budget. 

The poor state of the economy led the 
authonities to increase their borrowings from 
France and the United States in particular, and 
also. from such international financial 
institutions as the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund. Tunisia’s 
outstanding foreign debts totalled TD615m in 
1982, against TDS60.1m in 1981. 

On top of the present debt, the Tunisian 
government has recently acquired two new 
loans. On June 10 France granted it a FS00m 
loan to be paid back in 20 years with a deferred 
payment of 10 years. In return, France is 
understood to have been given guarantees 
that, in future bids for projects, French 
companies will be favoured and that assets of 
the French nationals who left the country after 
Tumnisia’s independence will continue to be 
released in instalments. Another $10m loan 
was signed with the United States early in June 
concerning food imports from America. 

Tumisia’s increasing foreign debt is one of 
the factors hampering the economy — which has 
been running into trouble for many years. The 


1983 budget showed an alarming decline in 
growth in 1982, which forced the government's 
planners to alter their estimates for the sixth 
Development Plan (1982-86). The GDP for 
1980 increased by only 1.5 per cent instead of 
the planned minimum of 3.8 per cent. 

The big state-owned industrial sectors have 
not only not been able to run at maximum 
Capacity but have also deteriorated in 
Performance over the years. The “specific 
internal technical problems” invoked to justify 
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the lack of output growth of the industry ts a 
euphemism for the resistance of the Tunisian 
Muslim workers, who have been revolting 
sporadically against increased exploitation. 

Daily life for the average Tunisian family has 
become unbearable. Muslim papers have 
reported that durng pro-Palestinian 
demonstrations after the Israel occupation of 
Beirut in June 1982, people raised banners 
which read “prices are as untouchable as fire 
and the cause 1s the ruler” or “prices are very 
high nowadays and the solution is with God.” 

Price increases have been a major source of 
complaint in Tunisia for many years. They 
affect the basic necessities as well as et. ergy and 
construction matenal, and have made it 
impossible for the ordinary worker to ensure a 
minimum standard of living for his family. The 
Minimum Guaranteed Salary of TD85 per 
month has long been inadequate. The 
purchasing power of the man in the street has 
been detenorating steadily. Last autumn, the 
rate of inflation was 13 per cent. At the 
beginning of 1983 it went up by 0.7 per cent, 
and 1s now believed to be over 14 per cent. 

Parallel to the excessive consumer prices, 
the government-owned press started preparing 
public opimon last autumn for the cancellation 
of what is called in Tunisia the “Compensation 
Fund." Such a fund was used to subsidise the 
high international pnces of imported 
necessities to bring them within the people's 
reach 

Whether this fund was cancelled or not 

1s unknown, but its liquidation means that the 
price of basic necessities will shoot up as soon 
as the subsidy ts terminated. 

Political repression has continued to 
increase in Tunisia, as economic conditions 
have worsened Many prominent members of 
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the Islamic Trend Movement (ITM) (now 
around 87) have been serving harsh pnson 
terms with solitary confinement and other 
psychological torture methods since 1980. 

In January 1983 the government announced 
a reduction in the prices of some key 
commodities. The immediate reaction was one 
of mistrust and déja vu. Peopie in the streets 
were reported to have said: “what the 
government gives with the nght hand, it takes 
away many times more with the left,” which 
clearly indicates what the ordinary man thinks 
about the regime's economic policies. 

The reduction really represented a sort of 
price control which did not last more than two 
months, thus allowing prices to nse again. The 
government was, after all, forced to intervene 
because some prices had risen by 200 per cent. 
Thirdly, it is pointed out that the price control 
campaign did not cover all the basic 
necessities. 

In the meantime, collective bargaining with 
the now semi-official workers’ union UGTT 
was being delayed by the government. The 
idea behind this, the ITM mouthpiece Ar 
Rissala said, was to gain time with a view to 
finding some other diversion enabling it to 
wriggle out of its previous commitment to raise 
the minimum guaranteed monthly salary to 
TD95 from July 1983. 

Workers’ insistence on decent wages led the 
regime to blame them for economic troubles. 
Leaders of the Islamic Trend Movement argue 
that Tunisia’s economic troubles are 
essentially due to the capitalist economic 
policies of the Bourguiba regime, its close 
connections with the western monopolies, the 
latter's impenalist domination of the country’s 
economy and the persistent failure of Tunisia’s 
export-onentated agricultural sector. 














FRENCII-LANGUAGE TV CHANNEL SAID TO STIR UP CONTROVERSY 


TUNISIA 


East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 24, Aug 83 p 25 


[Text ] 


France has recently compieted a 
francophone television channel in 
Tunisia. Inaugurated in May by 
French and Tumisian officials, it 
started broadcasting on June 12 - 
the first day of Ramadan. The 
programmes are selected from the 
three French television channels in 
Pans, as weil as from Belgian, Swiss 
and Quebec French programmes. 
Some German and English 
broadcasts are also used, but to a 
much lesser extent. 

This channel, totally financed by 
France to the tune of FFr1i0m, 
sparked off popular indignation and 
anger as soon as its Inauguration was 
announced 

Tunisian Islamists and Muslims as 
a whole were not surpnsed by 
Bourguiba's move, which is merely 
another step in the process of the 
westernisation of Tunisia, which 
began with reducing the role of 
Zaituna as an Islamic University and 
closing other, pre-university Islamic 
schools 

While popular concern over the 
moral degradation the channel! wiil 
cause was voiced in local mosques 
and cafés, the secular opposition 
press took the view that the new 
French channel represented a 
danger of “cultural impenalism.”’ 
For its part, the Arabic (Islamic) 
press 1s banned or restricted, and 
some deputies pointed out the 
“negative influence” this channel 
will have on the “Arab Islamic 
personality of the Tunisian people ” 

The authorties issued counter- 
propaganda in favour of the new 
French channel. 


S1 


Tunisian Information Minister 
Taher Beikhodja evaded the 
cultural issue by referring to 
progress through western 
technology. It 1s better to go towards 
progress, he said. rather than 
undergo it. Answering the critics of 
the French channel, he said: ‘The 
maturity of the Tunisian people and 
their attachment to Arab-Islamic 
authenticity’ are such that they have 
not been Frenchified after 75 years 
of colonisation, and will always keep 
this authenticity, while remaining 
open to other cultures. 

However, Belkhoja forgot to 
mention two things. First, it 1s well- 
known that colonisation creates a 
reaction of rejection. The people see 
the coloniser as an enemy coming 
trom another land to impose his will 
on them by the force of arms. and 
they take a rejectionist stand. 
Second, as Malek Bennabi points 
Out, after independence physical 
colonisation ends but another, more 
insidious, form of colonisation takes 
its place. 

The latter is ideological and 
cultural, pervading the minds 
gradually without physical force. It 
is thus less noticeable among 
Ordinary people. and therefore less 
liable to be reyected immediately. It 
Is this sort of colonisation that has 
been instilled in the minds of the 
Maghreb peoples in_ general, 
through educational curricula and 
the media - including television 

What would be the purpose of 
creating a French television channel 
in the heart of a Muslim society if not 
to step up the supremacy of French 
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culture in Tunisia and, through it, in 
neighbournng Algena and Libya” 
Although the French secretary of 
state for techniques and 
communications, Gorges Filhoud, 
demed that France intends to 
impose its culture on Tunisia, one 
has to notice that what 1s 
diplomatically called a_ cultural 
exchange has been a one-way 
exchange in favour of French 
culture, and cannot but lead to a 
heightened French cultural gnp on 
Tunisia 

This 1s so especially as Muslim 
society 18 in @ weak position 
culturally and economically because 
of many factors, including the 
repression of the Islamic movement, 
precisely the one that had been 
denouncing the westernisation of 
society In his book Pour un 
Dialogue des Civilisations, the 
French thinker Roger Garaudy 
advocates a dialogue between 
cultures, but species that it should 
not be undertaken from a weak 
position 

What has Tumsia offered France 
in this cultural exchange? The 
French press reported that by the 
end of this year French television 
channels alone would have supplied 
the new French channel in Tunisia 
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with 1,000 hours of programmes, 
which amount to a staggering five 
hours a day. Moreover, when 
Aigena tned to close down the 
second French cultural centre in the 
country (in Qacentina) official 
French reaction was felt 
immediately and the decision was 
abandoned On the other hand, the 
planned creation of an Algerian 
cultural centre in Pans a few months 
later provoked hostile reaction. and 
the centre was not set up. 

Finally, it 1s worth notng that 
when the Islamic revolution in Iran 
took place, the former French pnme 
minister, Raymond Barre, publicly 
acknowledged that it was the re- 
sult of the Shah's enforced 
westermisation of Iranian society. 
But this does not cast a shadow on 
the billions of francs France spends 
every vear to promote French 
culture, mainly in West Africa. 
People who, in the name of Islamic 
values, react against western one- 
way cultural influence — as in Tunisia 
in 1980-81 and Algeria in November 
1982 — are labelled fanatics by their 
authorities. assisted by the French 
press. In the meantime, France has 
agreed to speed up the extension of 
the new French channel, to enable it 
to cover the whole country. 











TUNISIA 


PAPER DEPLORES TRIAL OF DISSIDENT GROUPS 
Tunis AL-RA'TY in Arabic 22 Jul 83 p 5 
[Article by Boubaker Sghaier: "Three Political Organizations in the Courts"] 


| Text] This week the trial of about 50 persons on various political charges 
will start in the Palace of Justice in the capital. 


These persons are broken down into three political groups, which are: 
The group known as the Secret Organization: 


The number of people involved in this case comes to 12. They are Hamadi Ben 
Yahia (a diver), Jelal El Guermassi (a clerk in the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture), Jamel Bel Hadj (an employee in a bank), Belkacem Jeni (a technician), 
Amor Majeri (a journalist), Abderrahman Jebnouni (a journalist), Mohamed 
Chelbi (a professor), Mohamed Bouzmila (owner of a cafe), Jelloul Gagui (a 
governnent employee), Mohamed Ben Amor (an agricultural engineer), Khaled 
Ben Chekir (a diver), and Taoufik Mediani. 


Seven of these accused persons will be brought to trial under arrest, four 
will be brought after having been released, and one will be tried in absentia. 


The charges directed against them are essentially of forming an organization 
without a permit and "stealing and keeping” explosives, in addition to 
"collaborating with the objective of committing aggression against persons 
and property.” 


[hese are charges for which neither the Tunisian League for the Defense of 
lluman Rights nor the Society of Young Lawyers has considered there is ade- 
quate material evidence, as we pointed out in the previous issue. 


The families of the people who have been accused in this case (see the 
letter published in this issue) also consider that “the case is political 
and it is all connected to the events in Palestine and Lebanon” and that 
"the reisons for persecuting their relatives, according to the official 
documents, is their meetings in which they discussed the deteriorated 
condition of the Arabs, and what ought to be done to rise above it.” 








fhe L[slamic Tendency, once again! 


ihe second proup that ts to be brought to trial is the Islamic Tendency 
roup, which has been detained for almost 7 months. They are: Chanseddine 
en Mabrouk Hanmnouda, Hedi Ben Adjmi Brahem, Naou Ben Mohamed Hanzouli, 
Mohaved Hen Amara Fatnassi, Ali Ben Ammar Chnitar, Mongi Ben Ali Maad, Tarek 
fen Mohamed Barik, Mohamed Hechni Ben Youssef Hamdi, Fathi Ben Sadok Mo- 
hamed, Najib Ben Mohamed Ameur M*rad, Salah Ben Mohamed Ben Salah Nasr, 
Abdelmajid Ben Amor Ezzar, Jamel Ben Tahar Aoua, Mohamed Ben Lahbib Maalej, 
helvacena Ben Mabrouk Charni, Abdelhamid Ben Abdelkarim, Ali Ben Massoud 
haidi, AbdeLllatif’ Mamoughli, Mohamed Ben Abdessalem Khemais, Mohaned Habib 
Ayachi, Jamel Ben Mansour Bennou and Ezzedine Soudani. They are all under 
arrest and are engaged in various occupations; among them are doctors, 
engineers, professors, students and workers. 


They will be brought to trial for belonging to and maintaining an associa- 
tion, the Islamic Tendency Movement, without a permit. In the sumner of 
LY8L, the regime tried its leader and its most prominent personnel, and 
prohibited them from being active. 


The new aspect of this trial is that the case has been suspended with 
respect to all the accused persons who were released about 3 months ago 
because of a lack of proof of participation and affiliation. 


\ third pvroup, which is still unknown: 


fhe third proup remains unknown up to the writing of this article, and we 
have been able to Learn only its name. The people involved in it, who come 
to approximately 20 (according to some sources), will be brought to trial on 
the charge of torming a “secret organization” under the name of the Islamic 
Liberation Party, a party which, according to contents of the Po’itical 
lexicon, is of religious nature and was founded by Taqi-al-Din al-Nabahati 
in the early fifties in Jordan as a political movement calling for the 
establishment of an Islamic society. 


‘(he party calls for strict adherence to the Islamic religion, on grounds 
‘hat it is a religion and a terrestrial world. It also has intended to train 
its proselytizers in discussion in accordance with a formal, carefully 


‘ 


tudied pattern of thi-iking. 


The Political Lexicon also states that one former member of this party was 

“Mr Khalid al-Hasan, who joined the FATH movement, and became one of the most 
prominent “middle of the road" leaders in its ranks. We do not know whether 
“Mr Khalid al-Hasan still is a member of this party. 


This is in the context of the party. 
As regards the detauinees to whom the charge of belonging to this party has 


heen levelled, we <(o not know to what extent it is true that they are 
connected with it or even the nature of this connection, if it exists. 
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Positions 
he conviction remains, in democratic public opinion in the country, that 
these three trials have a political coloring which is no secret to anyone, 

inf that they Lie within the framework of the prohibition of political 
mroups trom acting and performing any organizational work in the context of 
legitimacy and the law. 


The writs of transfer to trial are stipulations of unconstitutional laws 
which many democratic torces have long rejected and demanded be abrogated 
and replaced by others which will protect individual and collective rights. 


The Tunisian League for the Defense of Human Rights, which has previously 
spelled out a clear position on the trial of the Islamic Tendency, considers 
ill the trials which have occurred with its fighting members to be political. 


[ts members, sinee the latest case was begun, have intervened, and it “con- 
lems the method of arrests and the lengthy period of detention after ar- 
rest, together with the exercise of violence to which some of the detainees 
have been subjected according to testimony they have given before the inves- 
tigating magistrate. 


in addition, it is well known that the League took the same positions with 
regard to what is called the Secret Organization, after the obscurity around 
the ease was dispelled; this had had a relative effect on the league'’s 
position at the beginning, in view of its failure to obtain the most minor 
facts on the case, However, after it had read the decree concluding the 
cnvestipation, it expressed its position and considered that the charge was 
concentrated on a number of conjectural matters and that the case had been 
‘<apgerated in a manner which did not serve objectivity or justice. 

In addition, one of the members of the board of directors of the league 
declared, in a statement to AL-RA'TY, that the board intended to monitor the 
trials and hoped that the judiciary would restrict itself to the factual 
circumstances of the cases and place them in the overall political context. 


The Lleavue also hopes that “This time the case will be followed by the rule 


that the constitution takes precedence over the law, by freezing everything 
that conflicts with the rules of the constitution." 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


PROTEST 8Y DETAINEESS RELATIVES--The families of the young men Amor Majeri, 
Mohamed Salah Chelbi, Jamel Bel Hadj, Abderrahman Jebnouni, (Bel)Kasem Jeni 
and the people who are accused of belonging to what is called the Secret 
Orpanization contacted us through a letter in which they stated before 
public opinion the nature of the cases against their sons, stating "These 
young, people who are concerned with the matter are not criminals against 
public rights, but rather are people who are fighting most enthusiastically 
and resolutely on behalf of the Arabs* prime cause, the Palestine cause, 
They took part in the demonstrations which were organized in the summer of 
1982 to condemn the aggression against Lebanon. Their case is political and 
totally connected to the events in Palestine and Lebanon. The reason they 
have been prosecuted, according to official documents, is their meetings, in 
which they discussed the deteriorated Arab condition and what must be done 
to transcend it. The charges of collaborating to carry out acts of violence 
are not founded on material arguments. The Tunisian League for the Defense 
of Human Rights and the Tunisian Association of Young Lawyers, after reading, 
the decree concluding, the investigation, have demanded that the prosecution 
of them be stopped. These young people have been exposed to torture during 
their detention, and this was stated in the reports of the League for the 
Defense of Human Rights and the statement of the Association of Young 
Lawyers. The judiciary investigation into these young people was not 
unmarke | by legal violations, since some of the detainees, who had recorded 
official complaints on torture, were returned to the Ministry of Justice 
after they had been handed over to the examining magistrate. In conclusion, 
these funilies demand that a general legislative amnesty law be issued. 
[Text] | Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 22 Jul 83 p 5] 11887 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


NEW OLL RESERVES DISCOVERED--Baghdad, 30 Aug 83 (OPECNA)--Oil Minister Qasim 
laqi was quoted today as saying that new oil reserves had been discovered in 
lraq, bringing total proven reserves to 59 billion barrels. He said Iraq's 
semi-proven reserves totalled 46 billion barrels, with "expected" reserves 
estimated at 40 billion. He stressed that exploration was continuing and was 
contident proven reserves would reach 100 billion barrels. The minister added 
that lraq was expanding the capacity of its pipeline running through Turkey 

to bring it to one million b/d by the end of April 1984. [Text] [LD311315 
Vienna OPECNA in English 1740 GMT 30 Aug 83] 


CSO: 4400/489 








ISRAEL 


ARENS COMMENTS ON BUDCET CUTS, BEIRUT VISIT 
fel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 19 Aug 83 p 20 


[Interview with Defense Minister Moshe Arens by Dov Goldstein: "The Cut 
Will Harm the IDF's Strength, Not Only Its Excess Fat" on 18 August--place 
not given| 


[Text] Defense Minister Moshe Arens is greatly concerned these days. He 
has no doubts deep inside that the cuts to the defense budget will make the 
[DF smaller and will harm it. He cannot rely upon the assumption that only 
the "excess fat" can be cut and the muscles saved from a dangerous blow. 
"This is Like surgery on a person's body," he said, “even when the surgeon 
only intends to cut away the excess fat, sometimes he also damages both 


muscles and bones." 


\nvone who happens to be in the defense minister's company learns to under- 
stand the secret: Arens shows no emotions, nor does he share them with 
others. His face is marked by the calmness of complete relaxation. His 
speech is quiet and relaxed. 


|Question] This week you met with Christian leaders in Lebanon. Is any 
action now beiag taken to bring about a conciliation between the Druze and 
Christians in the Ash-Shuf mountains? Did you demand that the people with 
whom you spoke take any initiative on this matter? 


[Answer] We ourselves are being very active in this matter and we also 

have good relations with the Druze in the Ash-Shuf area. We are prepared 

to put the good relations we have with the Druze in the Ash-Shuf at the 
disposal of the administration before we leave the area, so as to guarantee 
peace and order there. I explained to all the people I met in Lebanon the 
day before yesterday that time is running out and they must act firmly to 
reach an understanding with the Druze. I very much regret that I am unable 
to report to you that this really is what is being done, but I can only hope 
that this will be done. 


[Question] Did the people with whom you spoke promise to act? 


[Answer] No. They were not official representatives of the Lebanese 
Administration and they did not have the authority to make any commitments. 











ilowever, I can say with absolute certainty that they showed full understanding, 
beyond any doubt, that there is an urgent need and an immediate necessity 

for a dialogue between the central administration in Lebanon and the Druze 

in the Ash-Shuf and a no less urgent need for the Christians living in the 
Ash-Shuf to arrive at an understanding and dialogue with the Druze who live 
there. 


[Question] Following your visit to Beirut and your talks with Christian 
leaders, Beirut experienced a political crisis and the prime minister refused 
to attend the Cabinet session. What did this mean, in your opinion? 


[Answer] It exposes the well-known reality of a unique political arena, 

a different and strange one, of the dissensions and dispute between the 
factions and faiths in Lebanon. This is the same balance, or, rather, lack 
of balance, between the various currents and positions. My hosts gave me 
the most pleasant reception possible. I am sure that this is what no few 
Muslims want. However, in contrast to this, some of the Muslims have 
apparently not accepted the need to maintain good relations with Israel. 
They are also prepared to reap the fruits of the Peace for Galilee campaign, 
which opened up the possibility of giving Lebanon back its independence and 
consolidated the hope that the foreign forces will leave Lebanon and leave 
it to Live its own life, but they do not yet want to extend a hand to us. 


lt is absolutely clear that they are, first and foremost, damaging their 
own interests. It is very difficult to maintain Lebanon's independence 
without relations with Israel and without cooperation with it. Anyone who 
does not understand this now will understand it in the near future. The 
people | met understand this, very definitely, and that is the reason for 
the friendly reception I was given by them. 


[Question] Is anyone, someone with whom you spoke in Beirut or anyone 
else, now asking Israel not to withdraw its army from the Ash-Shuf mountains? 


(Answer] No. There are no such official appeals. Nobody is asking us 

not to implement the new IDF deployment and not to evacuate the Ash-Shuf 
mountains. However, there is fear in the Ash-Shuf of the IDF leaving and 

what could happen there after we leave. This fear is common to the population 
ot the Ash-Shuf, whether Christian or Druze. This is a great compliment 

to the IDF and Israel, when both sides feel themselves to be safer under 

[IDF rule than under that of the Lebanese Army which has to enter the area 
ifter we leave it. 


Question] Are there any unofficial requests for us not to leave? 


'Answer] There are elements in Lebanon which would like us not to leave 
there before an appeasement or arrangement is achieved between the Christians 
ind the Druze, and between the central administration in Lebanon and the 
Druze in the Ash-Shuf. However, we cannot make our withdrawal dependent on 
such an arrangement. We are prepared to do anything we can to achieve an 
arrangement in the Ash-Shuf, but to make sure this has a chance, we need the 
active participation of the Government of Lebanon. 
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tuestion}] Do you believe that the Lebanese Army can enter the area Israel 
is to evacuate and that it has the skills, desire, and power to maintain 
a reasonable degree of calm there? 


iAnswer] If an arrangement is achieved between the Druze and the Christians, 
ind between the Druze and the Government of Lebanon before the entry into 
the Ash-Shuf mountains of the Lebanese Army--and on this specific condition-- 
| do not see any reason why the Lebanese Army should not be able to guarantee 
1 reasonable degree of calm. 


fOuestion}] And if the arrangement is not achieved? 
[Answer| It is very difficult to be optimistic about developments that can 
be expected there in the event of no arrangement being achieved. 
(Ouestion] This week we have come to realize that although the IDF has not 
vet withdrawn from any territory in Lebanon, and although there are thousands 

‘soldiers from the Multinational Force [MNF], including the U.S. Marines, 
there, the Druze, perhaps under Syrian inspiration, are capable of paralvzing 
the international airport and closing it. What can Lebanon expect when the 
(DF evacuates the Ash-Shuf mountains and gives up its hold on the Beirut- 
Damascus highway? 


|Answer}| As | said: If no arrangement is achieved before we leave, anything 
is possible there and there is no room for optimism. It is essential to 
1chieve the arrangement before we leave and before the Lebanese Army enters. 


uestion}] Do you believe there is a chance of this? Is it possible? 


\aswer!]| Do L believe? I want to believe. I must believe that everyone 
in Lebanon understands that it is in their interests and their government's 
interests more than Israel's interest. Therefore I hope that what must be 


i 


i Me, wil | be done, and fast. 


‘Ouestion] Can anything at all be done? Can such a deep-rooted hostility 
that has taken such a bloody toll be dissipated? 


|Answer| I think so. In fact, you are asking whether Lebanon can exist 

is a pluralistic state, democratic, and Westernized. With peace and under- 
‘ttanding between its factions and faiths. From the contacts we have--and 
we have contacts with all the classes, all the factions, and faiths--it 
seems to me that it is possible. I can see very clearly the terrible 
fatigue of all the Lebanese, from all sectors of the population, and their 
revulsion at the wars and bloodshed that have lasted for years. There is 
understanding and recognition that the Peace for Galilee war opened a rare 
nossibility of establishing an independent Lebanon, whose citizens can live 
in freedom and peace. The desire to achieve national reconciliation really 
exists among all the factions. But this desire must be translated into 
wtual arrangements, and the Lebanese Administration bears the responsibility 
for doing this. 











‘Question] Amin Al-Jumayyil is now acting, as the jokes have it, as “mayer 
of East Beirut.” When the IDF withdraws from the Beirut-Damascus highway, 
is there no danger that he will not even be worthy of that modest title? 


|Answer}| If you mean that if the Lebanese Army does not take control of the 
territories to be evacuated by the IDF it will jeopardize the very existence 
t Lebanon under President Al-Jumayyil, vou are definitely right. That is 
Al-Jumayyil's great test. If he succeeds in taking control of the areas 
the IDF is to evacuate, it will presage well the central administration's 
chances tor controlling all of Lebanon. If he fails, his future is not 
yuaranteed and the futureoft Lebanon, as an independent state, is on the 
scales, with a minimal chance. 
|QOuestion} After all, it is clear that after the IDF withdrawal Beirut will 
be exposed to attempts to attack it by both the terrorists and Syria. 


[Answer}| Yes. It is clear. If Al-Jumayyil does not succeed in getting the 
Lebanese Army in control of the Ash-Shuf and ‘Alayh regions, in that section 
‘| the Beirut-Damascus highway that has been held by the IDF so far, he 

will open the gates of Beirut to elements whose clear intention it is to 
ittack his regime, that is, Lebanon as an independent state and Al-Jumayvil 


> | 
persona l iV. 


[Question] Commentators believe something is being worked out between the 
United States and Svria and they speculate that the United States might 
iuree to reopen the agreement between Israel and Lebanon. What is Israel's 


‘ 


\nswer! it do not share those fears. The United States has a very long 
tradition of honoring international agreements and commitments. The United 
tates is a partner to the agreement between Israel and Lebanon and, to the 


best of my knowledge, the Washington administration's policy is to be 
rupulous about maintaining the agreement in its entirety, in both letter 

ind spirit. This U.S. commitment was even given to us on our visit to 

Washington about 3} weeks ago and I do not fear the United States will 
iolate it. 


Ouestion}] As a new defense minister and, even more, as a cautious politician 
who believes that [srael should always be prepared to deal with the worst 

ind most difficult possibility of all, have you been able to sleep at night 
recently following the decision to cut the defense budget by 8.5 billion 
shekels this vear, or has your sleep been disturbed? 


Answer | well, I must sleep at night.... If I do not sleep at night, 

will not be able to do my job in the morning... It is very hard work... 
here is a great deal of work here every morning. But, if vou ask whether 
the cut and everything that involves is disturbing me and worrying me, the 
swer is: Definitelv ves! In the next few weeks we will conduct intensive 
ind frequent discussions and invest a great effort in examining all the 
sides and directions and seeing what form the cut will take. We will trv 
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to implement it in such a way that the blow to the JF will be as s ft as 
possible. but I want it to be absolutely clear th ¢ anyone who *hinks or 
claims that such a large cut can be made without damaging the leve! of the 
ipF's strength is deluding himself and misleading those who listen .9 him. 


At the same time, I feel confident that even after we implement the cuts, 
the IDF will be strong enough to cope with the challenges it can expect. 


[Question] Do you not accept the claim that only the “excess fat" can be 
cut without damaging the muscles? 


‘Answer] Certainly not! Under no circumstances! Even in surgery on 

people you cannot remove only tat. Along with the fut, you also damage 
muscles and sometimes bones, too. Every system has a certain amount of 
inefficiency. There is no human system that works with 100 percent effi- 
ciency. Even in the IDF there is--and always will be--room for more effi- 
cileney and economy. The citizens oi Israel know better than the citizens 

of other countries. They do reserve duty and can tell from their experience, 
in their little corners, in their small sections, of instances of inefficiency 
or waste. But we should not forget and we should "admit" with great pride 
that we have established here an excellent and efficient army, the most 
etticient in the world, which is giving the nation back much power in return 
tor every shekel invested in it. 


there is no army in the world that has less fat than in the IDF, and there 
is no getting away from the certainty that any significant decrease in the 
lefense budget--and a cut of 8.5 billion shekels certainly is a significant 
lecrease--means, one way or another, making the army smaller. 


Question] As a result of the cut, will defense production in Israel suffer 
and its employees, in both the public and private industrial sectors, be 
taken out of the production line? 


iAnswer}] I hope not, and I will certainly do all I can to prevent this. 

he government's intention is to rehabilitate the Israeli economy, that 
means, to make it more productive, to increase exports, and decrease the 

‘ap in the balance of payments. Everyone agrees, and the facts prove this 
vividly, that the defense industry is today one of the most advanced and 
efficient sectors of the Israeli economy. Our defense exports are a very 
large component of all industrial exports. Israel Aircraft Industries is 
Israel's biggest exporters. The military industry is the second biggest 
exporter. Among the 10 biggest exporters you find companies such as 
ladiran and Sultam. Rehabilitating the economy and moving it forward means 
promoting the defense industries as well as other industries. It would be 
1 contradiction, even stupidity, to try to rehabilitate the Israeli economy 
ind, at the same time, to decrease the activity of the defense industry. 


[Question] Is there any danger of the Lavi's development being harmed? 











‘Answer}] No! From the aspect of the Israeli economy--and not only because 
usiderations of the security establishment and its needs--the Lavi 
must not be put in any danger. I will give you one example from among 
many of what the defense industry's contribution to the economy is: Several 
years ago the sea-to-sea Gavri'el missile was developed by means of the 
detense budget, at a cost of several scores of millions of dollars. What 
did they not say then! What was not screamed! What was not preached! I 
was then connected personally with the issue and I can say that it was hard 
to stand up to this. Economists screamed: "A waste of money." Israel 
does not have the ability to develop such a missile, the "experts" judged. 
"Money is being thrown away," the pessimists warned. Since then we have 
cold Cavritel missiles to various countries throughout the world for a 
billion dollars. it is difficult to name any civilian products that have 
made such a contribution to Israel's economic health as one such missile. 
| have no doubt that the Lavi plane will follow in the footsteps of this 
example. lt will pive the Israeli economy a push. To this I will add the 
main thing: The Air Force needs the Lavi. The plane has been developed in 
accordance with the Air Force's special demands and it will serve it better 
than any other plane. The production will decrease our dependence on foreign 
suppliers. It will provide employment for scientists, engineers, test 
pilots, technicians, and production workers. When its development is com- 
pleted, lsrael will be a different country from what it is today, at least 
from the economic aspect, and not only from that aspect. 


}Question] Will people be removed from the army? 


‘'Answer|] Yes. This is something we cannot avoid. We will be forced to 
decrease various sectors. Fewer people will serve in the standing army 

than there have been to date. This will not actually be done by dismissals, 
by tiring people. Contracts will not be renewed. We will not take on new 
rersonnel to replace regular soldiers who are released. 


' 


[Question] Will decreasing the numbers of permanent staff not put a greater 


burden on the reserve soldiers? 


“Answer| No. 1 do not expect such a thing to happen. We will not transfer 

the burden from the regular soldiers to the reservists. We will make sectors 

smaller. The citizens of Israel bear the burden of reserve service, some- 
‘ing unique and not to be found in any other country in the world. There 

is no country in the world whose citizens are prepared to bear such a 

burden. There is no room for an increase in this burden. 


luuestion] Have the ministers chosen the right time to increase their 


) 


salaries by 52 percent? 


Answer] Let there be no misunderstandings: Raising the salaries is aimed 
miyvy at keeping up with the rate of inflation in Israel and is a right enjoyed 
(if this is enjoyment) by all the country's citizens. It is true that 
salaries in Israel are too high. We do not produce enough to equal what 
we earn. There is roomto lower the actual salaries of many of the country's 
itizens, including those of the prime minister, the ministers, the Knesset 
‘rs, senior officials, and high-ranking IDF personnel. 


CSO: 6400/487 
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ISRAEL 


IDF TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv QESHER VE'ELEQTRONIQA in Hebrew No 10, an 83 pp 313-315 
{ {xcerpts*from article by Lt Arye: "Theater Tactical Communications System" 


{ Text_/ The tactical communications system enables the execution of staff work 
in battle field headquarters, alongside the radio systems which enable control of 
fighting forces. There is a reciprocal link between the character of systems and 
the manner of deploying forces on the battle field. 


The tactical communications system in use in the IDF today is a hierarchical system, 
i.@., each headquarters has radio communications lines and radio-telephone commun- 
ications lines with the headquarters over it and subordinate to it. For example: 

a force headquarters has radio-telephone communications lines to the headquarters 
over it, while unit headquarters have no line to it, but only to the force head- 
quarters. 


The telephone system, which is based on the radio-telephone, wes until now a manual +: 
system, while today this system is based on the exchange 3614 (which was described in 
JESHER VE'ELEQTRONIQA no 1-2 (169-170) pp 4-10). Below, we list the limitations 

of the present system, and discuss the need for a more advanced system, with its 
advantages. 


tations of the Existing Systems 


As stated above, the existing system is a hierarchical system, based on magneto-manual 
exchanges. The limits of this system are: 


-- \wkwirdness of headquarters, as a result of the fact that the communications junc- 
tion is within it. Multiplication of vehicles intended for the transport of commun- 
ications systems affects the mobility of the headquarters and increases the possi- 
bilities of foul ups. 


-- Difficulties in updating the system in the event of changes in the chain of com- 
mand and subordination (such as transfer of a unit from one force to another). 
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-- Cessation of communications to secondary units because of a jump in command 
(something which frequently occurs in combat). 


-- x | ‘ essa lilo! | Mmunication and even mpiete severance Wit ie dan 


event ot its being hit. 
In addition to all of these, there are limitations to the manual telephone system: 


-~- Since completing a call involves transit by way of manual exchanges through the 
intervention of the operator -- the quality of service is poor. The operator must 
link the bridging line to the number dialed in order to make possible communication, 
and if we are talking about a number of exchanges in a series -- then this is very 
difficult work. Since there is no indication of the end of a conversation, the 
operator must cut off the conversation, and if he does not do this, the person 
called cannot make another communication. 


-- Such a system requires "point to point" in addition to exchanges, complex internal 
paths in the headquarters (for linking "point to point") and mady amcd.units on the 
table of the commander (an end unit for each point to point). 


-- The efficiency of the channel of transmission within this system is very low, 
since avery channel is allocated to only two users, and they use it all the time. 


-- This system has no control system which enables the updating of the network in 
the event of changes, testing the effectiveness of the system, and the tracing 
of calls. 


Recently, the manual telephone systems were replaced in some units of the IDF with 
tactical dial exchanges (3614). With the change to dial telephones, the quality 

of service to those called has improved, and the number of point to points has 
been reduced, although the limitations of the hierarchical structure still exist. 
As a solution to these limitations, the IDF is now testing the possibility of 
changing over to a theater system of communications (a process occurring today 

in the rest of the armies of the world. 
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ISRAEL 


INTERVIEW WITH NEWSCASTER, NEWS PROGRAM DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVU'A in Hebrew “ 55 6 May 83 p 25 
{Interview with Ya'ir Stern by Ephraim Ganor: "I &m Under Atomic Pressure” / 


[Text _/7 The "View of the News" of Israeli television is the most popular medium 
in Iereel. For a year, the chief editor of this program has been Ya'ir Stern, a 
name which says a lot in the revisionist movement. 


Stern: To be the director of the news unit of Israeli television is a very difficult 
job, which occupies you 24 hours per day, and accompanies you at every step. It 
begins by thinking of what will be the focus tomorrow, what you will be able to 
request and get from foreign stations, and ends with worrying about sending material 
to the photographer in Lebanon who hes no more film. The job begins at 05:00 in the 
morning, when I wake up in a sweat that I have forgotten to close some issue which 
remains open, or worrying about the responses which will come during the day to a 
program broadcast the night before, and there is definitely a political aspect. 


Question: Don't tell us that you are satisfied with the job. 


Stern: I am quite satisfied, and for the year that I have served in this position, 
I have never felt any regret or thought of leaving the job. From my first steps in 
television, I have wanted this job, and I got it, I believe, © early. According 
to my personal plan, I should have gotten this job in two or three years. 


Question: What does that mean? 


Stern: It means that I will take an early pension. After you have had the job of 
director of the news unit, you have finished advancing in television. An exception to 
this rule is Tuvia Sa'‘ar, who went further. 


Wuestion: Ya'ir, do you honestly think there is a "leftist mafia" in television 
which dictates matters? 


Stern: Honestly, today that is nonsense. There was a time when the leftists were 
dominant in television, and dictated their pace. Today, that is not so, and anyone 
who talks of a “leftist mafia" is wrong. The problem is that there will always be 
people who have something to say. One such is Papo, who I think exaggerates. 
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Question: In spite of the fact that you say there is no "leftist mafia" in many cases 
there is a feeling that the morale of the people is not taken into account during 

the broadcast of “view” programs, e.g. "A Plane Came Down to Us". Can you deny this 
opinion? 


Stern: Definitely yes. I have a living and recent exemple. At the staff session on 
the eve of Memorial Day for the Fallen of the IDF, one of the reporters proposed 
covering the convention of the "There is a Limit" Movement, in which -- according to 
the reporter, thousands were supposed to participate. I immediately took it off the 
agenda. The timing was wrong. On the eve of the memory of the fallen of the IDF, I 
saw such a broadcast as ea demonstration which would injure the morale of the nation. 
The national morale was definitely taken into account. 


Question: What dissatisfies you as director of the news unit? 


Stern: I am dissatisfied with the pressure from all directions -- from the viewers, 
the press, and the Knesset, over what is not done. It is atomic pressure, and only 
those who work here can know what it is. The trouble is that the directing committee 
of television, instead of dealing with problems of operation, deals with criticism. 
One of the problems with Isreeli television is that it is constructed in @ way 
which enadles the government, through the minister, to apply pressure when it does 
not like something. Our independence is theoretical. This was not born during the 
Likud period -- it also prevailed during the reign of Golda. Another problem which 
troubles television is the power of the committees which are very dominant, and 
dictate many things. The committees of journalists and technicians in Israeli tele- 
vision are constructed in such a way as to give them enormous power, power which is 


not elways used well, and I think that these committees have deviated from accepted 
norms. 
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ISRAEL 


ANSAR EMPTY, NEW CAMP BEING BUILT 
rA261152 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 26 Aug 83 pp 1, 11 


iText] The Ansar detention camp for terrorists in southern Lebanon is empty. 
The camp's detainees were transferred this week to temporary compounds that 
were erected nearby. A new permanent camp is now being erected near the 


previous one. 


'ollowing the many attempts by Ansar detainees to escape from the camp, the 
[DF authorities decided to move the camp from its site. One of the main 
factors in moving the camp was the fear that there is a giant network of 
underground tunnels ready as escape routes “at any moment." 


When the decision was made to establish a new Ansar camp for jailed terrorists, 
it was also decided not to wait for the permanent camp to be built. It was 
lecided that compounds would be erected for the terrorists nearby until the 
permanent camp is established. 


The work of establishing the temporary camp for the prisoners--which, as 
stated, has already begun to function as a detention camp with all that 
involves--has been given to soldiers from the Engineering Corps. A great 
etfort is being required of the engineering personnel. In order to speed 

up its construction, the soldiers have been asked to work building the new 
temporary camp “around the clock," in day and night shifts. Reserve soldiers 
have also been taking part in the great effort. 


The construction of the temporary camp was completed, but the camp's con- 
manders then feared difficulties in transferring the detainees. To the joy 
of those responsible, the transfer of prisoners was conducted without any 


ho ldups. 


Now the Engineering Corps is busy with the rapid construction of the permanent 
camp. The new camp will be operative even before winter, and it will be 
idapted to the winter conditions typical of the area. During the construc- 
tion of the new camp there has also been consideration of the possibility 

of the detainees staying in it for a long time, in contrast to the assumption 
prevalent during the construction of the previous camp. 


CSO: 4400/487 
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ISRAEL 


LOAN SCHEME SAID TO ENCOURAGE EXPROPRIATIONS 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic No 53, 11 Jun 83 p 12 
(Article: "What Is Behind the Israeli Housing Loans?"] 


[Text] Seizures of Arab land and houses in Jerusalem are taking new forms and 
appearances. They have begun to take on a dangerous quality which threaten 
Arab property and real estate, especially in the Old City. The campaigns of 
intimidation and inducement, which the authorities have practiced in order to 
carry out their plan of taking control, inducing emigration from the area, and 
forcing the Arab citizens to leave their homes, are considered a failure. The 
authorities have adopted a new style, and the Arab citizens alone can stop 

it and cause it to fail. 


Companies for Inducing Emigration, Not for Housing 


A number of institutions and companies have been set up in Jerusalem which 
proc} | their concern for the Arab citizens and their wish to make it easier 
for them to find housing. The most important one of these is the "Birzut" 
company, which is supported by the authorities. This surprising solicitude is 
in reality a way ef stealing Arab homes by “legal” means. 


The "Birzut' company has set up a program for advancing loans to Arab citizens, 
especially families with many children, so that “the game of buying a house" will 
be made easier. The company prefers the house which is to be sold to be inside 
the Old City, but there is no problem if it is outside the walls of Jerusalem. 


The loan it grants, which is worth 12,000 Jordanian dinars, can be paid off in 
installments over 25 years. During this time, the house is recorded as being 
"mortgaged" to the above-mentioned company. 


An arithmetic calculation shows that 12,000 dinars will be worth 92,147 dinars 
in 25 vears. As is clear from the table, no one can afford to pay this huge 
sum. Therefore, the company takes the house, which becomes its property. 


This company and the loans it grants are a new device for gaining control over 
Arab homes. Up till now, the authorities have not succeeded in expelling the 
citizenry from Jerusalem. Thus, they have turned to making loans. Using the 
excuse of their concern for the citizens and their desire to make it easier for 
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them to tind housing, they have taken to granting these loans, which amount to 
signing away the houses being purchased. 


fhe tollowing questions must be asked: 


-Does it make sense for Israeli companies to care about Arab citizens, or for 
them to be concerned with seeing that they own houses, while the settlement 
impaigns are continuing everywhere? Are these loans given to please God? 


--[t these companies and the authorities which support them really care about 
the Arab citizenry, why don't they stop the land expropriation operations, and 
why do they insist on making it difficult to get a building permit? 


--Is it concern for the Arab citizenry when interest and profits amounting to 
40,000 dinars are collected on the loans granted by companies like these? These 
companies are nothing but traps used to seize Arab real estate and homes, with 
Arab hands. The question which one must ask is: Can an Arab citizen be happy 
hn himself if he allows himself to become an agent through whom Arab real 
estate is taken over? 


\tter tailing to convince the citizenry to abandon their homes, the authorities 
have adopted this loan plan, in which companies work for them. They grant the 
loan and the citizen doing the borrowing buys the house. The interest is so 
very high that he cannot pay back his debt. At that point, the Israeli company 
pets him. he authorities have thereby succeeded in seizing real estate by 
using Arab hands to do the work. 


he Arab citizens must be cautious, wary and alert for hidden dangers. They 
must expose this new device, this deceptive tool, and refrain from using it. 
fhey must reject all lying incentives offered them under programs masked with 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


FUEL PRICES UP--Fuel prices went up at midnight last night by a hefty 12.5 
percent, in accordance with a decision of the Treasury and the Energy Ministry 
to adjust them to the faster devaluation of the shekel since the last price 
rise at the end of July. Subsidized foods were increased by 5 percent. 

Until recently, fuel prices were raised monthly by 5 percent in keeping with 
the Treasury's controlled devaluation policy. [Excerpt] [TA262006 Jerusalem 
THE JERUSALEM POST in English 25 Aug 83 p 1 TA] 


RELATLONS WITH PRC--After Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir's visit to Romania, 
that country may be the first European country to help Israel tighten its 
unofficial trade relations with the PRC. It has been learned that the 
Romanians are interested in increasing their influence in the area. In 
connection with its contacts with Israel, it was proposed that along with 
the attempts to renew diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, Romania 
would make attempts to tighten economic ties with China. Israel is already 
maintaining unofficial contacts with the PRC on economic issues. It has 
also been learned, that Israel did not reject this Romanian proposal out of 
hand, and the economic link with the Chinese may be tightened in the near 
future. The Romanians estimate that at the end of a certain period of time, 
after the establishment of unofficial ties in the economic sphere, the way 
will be paved for some sort of diplomatic arrangement, although there is 

no question of normal relations. Then Romania will ask Israel to pay its 
debt by granting a more significant status to Romania's involvement in the 
[sraeli-Arab dispute. [Text] [TA250923 Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVU'A in Hebrew 
26 Aug 83 p 9] 


CLVILIAN ADMINISTRATION ALLOCATING FUNDS--The Civilian Administration in 
judaea and Samaria is allocating 24 million shekels to the Hebron Hills area 
village league. The head of the Civilian Administration, Mr Shlomo Ilia, 
innounced this today. Mr Ilia also visited the Hebron municipality today 
and intormed it of the allocation of 9 million shekels for various purposes. 
Our correspondent Shalom Oren reports that an announcement was also made 
today about measures to facilitate Judaea and Samaria residents travelling 
across the Jordan bridges. The major improvement will be paying exit fees 
by mail instead of having to pay for permits in the military authorities’ 
branches, a measure which is expected to shorten the process of crossing 

the bridges in future. [Text] [TA292124 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 2100 GMT 29 Aug 83] 


CSO: 4400/487 
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JORDAN 


*AOABAH PORT PROJECTS DETAILED 
\mman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 22 Jul 83 p 2 


[Article by "Umar ‘Abandah: "Minister of Transport Opens Several Projects 
in al-Aqabah Port" 


(lext] Al-Husayn gives the port first-rate attention, since 
it is the maritime window; 


Cost of >-year plan for the Port Authority is 230 million 
dinars; 


Establishment of Maritime School considered first of its 
type in area ports. 


reral projects were opened yesterday, implemented by the Port Authority in 
port of al-'Aqabah through its 5-year plan for the development of opera- 
tions in the port. On this occasion, a ceremony was held, attended by Engineer 
|i al-Suhaymat, the minister of transport, and these projects were opened 
ind various of their sections inspected. 


wrt Authority Projects 


\t the outset of the ceremony, which began with a reading from the Koran, Ahmad 

wzi Abu Nawwar, the director general of the Port Authority, delivered a 
speech in which he reviewed the development, accomplishments and projects of 
the Port Authority during the past 30 years. 


He said that His Majesty King Hussein, since he assumed constitutional power, 
has managed al-"'Agabah port with first-rate care, since it is a maritime win- 


w linking the kingdom to the rest of the world. 


Construction of Modern Piers 


He said that because of the increase in volume of goods coming into the port, 
1 plan was developed to construct modern piers to accommodate the ships, in 
irder to meet the requirements of economic development in the kingdom. One 
pier was constructed with a length of 180 meters to receive incoming goods, 
ind another pier for the export of phosphates, with a loading capacity of 500 











tons per hour. In 1963, new expansion occurred in the port, with the construc- 
tion of a second pier to offload ships, with a length of 660 meters, and 
another pier to export phosphates, with a loading capacity of 1500 tons per 
hour. The movement of incoming and outgoing goods by the end of 1966 had 


risen to about 1,200,000 tons. 


He said that the opening of the Suez Canal in 1974, at a time in which the 
nations of the area were going through a large growth period, resulted in 
bottlenecks in all the ports of those nations, including al-'Aqabah. There- 
fore, the government decided that it must establish immediate plans to expand 
the port, by constructing four new piers and building two floating docks, one 
to accommodate containers and the other to handle loose cement. 


Modernizing Delivery Roads 


He added that the importing of modern machinery came with the modernization of 
delivery roads, the storage of goods and the development of operations to de- 
liver and receive goods, with the purpose of expediting the clearing of the 


port, 


\bu Nawwar reviewed the projects that the Port Authority has implemented dur- 
ing its last 5-year plan, at a total cost of 230 million dinars. 


He said that the Port Authority has constructed a workers’ city to accommodate 
thousands ot workers, in which the Authority offers all services. It has 

ilso built a maritime school to train the port workers, in order to graduate 
technical cadres. This school is considered the first of its type in regional 
ports, and since its foundation, and up until last June, it has graduated 

come 1,200 people of various professions, including a number of officials from 
‘ther Arab states. In order to attract skilled employees to work in the port, 
the Authority built 838 apartments during the period between 1978 and 1980. 

[it then rented them to employees at appropriate rates. It has established a 
modern centralized workshop to repair and maintain machinery in the main port, 
ind another workshop to repair and maintain container-handling machinery, 


which is located at the container pier. It has also constructed a building 
for the tire department, equipped with the most modern firefighting vehicles 
inf equipment, It purchased two cranes to handle containers, and machinery 


» handle various kinds of goods, at a cost of about 600,000 dinars. 
vercoming Crises 


it iS clear that these projects provided the port with the productive capacity 
to enable it to overcome a number of emergency crises. It was able to over- 
me them without incident, i.e., without confusion or increase in shipping 
its, despite the increase in quantity of goods unloaded from 1.268 million 
ins in 1976 to 8.3 million tons in 1982. It is noteworthy that unloading 
ipacity at the present time is up to 1 million tons a month. 


The 5%-Year Plan 


He then reviewed the projects of the Port Authority's 5-year plan during the 
vears from 1981 to 1986 and their accomplishments. He said that the Authority 
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as a S-year plan that includes several projects to increase the port's capac- 
ity, to enable it to serve importers in Jordan and neighboring countries, since 
the percentage of transit goods at the end of last year totaled 63 percent of 
the goods offloaded in the port. 


fhis plan includes the construction of a 580 meter pier for containers to ac- 
ommodate RORO ships and third generation containers, which are the largest 
‘ontainer ships built so far. This pier will be equipped with two cranes to 
offload and carry containers to and from the ships. This is at a cost of 19 
million dinars. Work began on this project at the beginning of last year and 
will be completed sometime in the middle of next year. 


Open Space 


He said that the Port Authority had paved some 200,000 square meters of open 
space, at a cost of 2 million dinars, finishing in 1981. It purchased addi- 


tional machinery to handle containers and various types of goods, at a cost 


ot | million dinars. It also constructed 98 housing units for married em- 


) 


plovees, at a cost of 2 million dinars. 


\bu Nawwar pointed out that the Authority has a share in serving the state 
employees living in the city of al-‘Aqabah, since it included in its 5-year 

plan a project to build a building for the civilian consumer organization, to 
replace its present temporary building, and turned it over as a gift last 

nonth at a total cost of about 200,000 dinars. It also donated a playground 

for children that serves al-'Aqabah, at a cost estimated at about 60,000 dinars. 
it gave a building to the Ministry of Education in the Port Authority's em- 
slovee housing area, to establish a primary school for the employees’ children. 
struction in thas school began at the beginning of the past school year. 


Nine Million Dinars for Storage 


He announced that the Authority began last year to remit its surplus revenues 
to the state treasury. This amounted to 9 million dinars in 1982 and 15 mil- 
lion dinars in 1983. Therefore, the Port Authority is the first state organi- 
cation in the kingdom to cover its current and growth expenses from its own 
revenues, as well as supporting the state treasury at the same time. 


\bu Nawwar offered his thanks and appreciation to all workers in the Authority, 
is well as thanking those who participated in planning and implementing its 
projects, the consultants, local contractors and workers. 


©. i . © 7 
>Lipway 


The projects betne dedicated included a maritime siplway for maintenance and 
repair of boats, launches and barges owned by the Authority. It has a total 
lift capacity of 300 tons and cost a total of 1.1 million dinars to build. 
Offices have also been built for maritime firms and clearing houses that are 
connected with port operations, near to those operations in order to facili- 
tate the performance of their duties. This includes 36 offices, vehicle tele- 
phones, vehicle parking places and other services. The total cost for this 
project was about 350,000 dinars. 
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Attendees 


The opening ceremony was attended by the acting governor of Ma‘an, the district 
office of al-"Aqabah district, members of the Port Authority's Board of Direc- 
tors, the chairman and members of the Committee to Reorganize the City of al- 
"Aqabah, the director of the city police, a number of mayors, maritime company 
gents and officials. 


[t was reported that in view of the expansion of port activities during the 
past 2 years, the Authority purchased two tugboats, each with 1500 horsepower, 
at a cost of 1 million dinars. The first is named "Safi" and the second 
"Karamah.” It also bought two pilot boats, of 500 hp each, costing 100,000 
dinars, and three mooring boats, 60 hp each, at a cost of 30,000 dinars. 


Future Projects 


During the coming years of the plan, the Authority will implement various 
projects, including a permanent container dock. The first stage of 280 meters 
will be completed this year, while work on the second stage of 260 meters will 
be completed in the middle of next year. The dock will be equipped with two 
giant container cranes, at a cost of 2 million dinars, and the total cost of 
this project will be 17 million dinars. 


A project to construct storage areas and hangers for dangerous and inflammable 
materials is being planned. It will be implemented in a paved area, amounting 
to some 90 dunums at a cost of 900,000 dinars. It is considered one of the 
important projects whose work will be completed by the end of this year, 


Ixisting Projects 


t should be recalled that, since this organization was named the al-"‘Aqabah 
Port Authority in 1952, many projects have been completed, aimed at achieving 
i specific pattern in fields of maritime services and the exporting and im- 
porting of goods. During the years from 1952 to 1960, a pier to export crude 
phosphates was built, with a length of 210 meters and a depth of 33 feet, 
rlong with fixed, automated ship-loading equipment, with a capacity of 500 
ons per hour. Moreover, two scorage warehouses were constructed, each with 
1 00,000 ton capacity. A pier for merchandise was built, with a length of 
ln) meters and a depth of 33 feet, with a storage warehouse of some 6,000 
fuare meters. An electricity station was built, along with workshops to 
maintain equipment. The cost of all this was about 2 million dinars. 


From 1961 to 1965, a second merchandise pier was built, to extend the first 
pier some 180 meters, with a depth of 33 feet, along with a storage warehouse, 
with 6,000 square feet of space. The total cost of this project was about 

ine and one-half million dinars. 


Nuring the period from 1966 to 1970, expansion took place aimed at building 
1 second pier for the export of crude phosphates, with a length of 180 meters 


ind a depth of 45 feet, so that ships of 100,000 ton capacity could be accom- 
modated. Fire-fighting equipment for the port was established, along with a 


~~ 
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Te it i mmunicate with ships. The electric power plant equipment 


J ipdated mad tuel and vegetable oil tanks built on the grounds of the 


rt. ese expansions were at a total cost of about 3.1 million dinars, 
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two was earmarked for container and RORO ships, while the other was for 


7 ‘ment and RORO ships. Both of them have an area of 106,000 squar: 

rs. hese two docks had a share in solving the problem of severe overcrowd- 
f woods in the port, which came to its peak in 1976. 
er, a second automated system was built for the new phosphate pier, with 


mity of 2,100 tons per hour. Two phosphate storage warehouses were con- 
each with a capacity of 115,000 tons. Four piers for merchandise 
Hilt in 1980, to extend the old piers, and four warehouses were built 
>, with 21,000 square meters of space. Four hangers were also 
» with 12,000 square meters of floorspace, and an open area was built and 
t store merchandise or some 90,000 square meters of space. The eastern 
built and paved behind the pier to store containers; it has an area 
,00 square meters. A tunnel was built connecting the area of the con- 
‘rt pier with the eastern area for the container storage, passing under the 
ad in order to facilitate the transportation of vehicles and contain- 
: he cost was about 200,000 dinars. 


\uthority, in cooperation with the Ministry of Supply, constructed 


] 
ilos on the grounds of the port. It then installed special loaders on 


nd conveyer belts with a capacity of 500 tons per hour. The silos' 
mity is 50,000 tons of grain. 


ld be remembered that the Port Authority offers several services in the 
rt including providing guidance to ships entering the area and suppl ving 
with tuel, water and provisions, It also offers health and medical ser- 


tlong with answering any distress call that it receives via radio. 











LEBANON 


SALVATION FRONT INVITES AL-JUMAYYIL TO MEETING 
NC 261243 Ihdin Radio of Free and Unified Lebanon in Arabic 1130 GMT 26 Aug 83 


<t! The National Salvation Front issued the following statement at noon 


today: fhe National Salvation Front and their allies, realizing their historic 
responsibility in these difficult and grave circumstances through which Lebanon 
iS passing, invite his excellency the president to a national meeting at the 


headquarters of the Maronite Patriarchate in al-Diman or at the Arab League head- 
quarters to discuss the ways and means to ensure the country's unity, stability 
ind satety and to confront the internal and external dangers, including the 
izreement imposed on Lebanon under the shadow of the Israeli occupation. 


this stand by the tront is in response to responsible calls from Lebanese 
spiritual and political leaders and is in line with the call made by the cabinet, 
which tormed a dialogue committee whose aims have been exhausted in view of 

ne intransigence of the Lebanese front. It has been proved to everyone that 
they [the Lebanese front] do not want peace or a peaceful solution but are 
working and using the government's institutions to impose their hegemony on the 
yovernment and people. This hegemony is rejected following the bitter experi- 
ment which the Lebanese have experienced with the Lebanese Phalangist forces in 
vreater Beirut and the southern suburb, where all armed manifestations and gunmen 
lave remained and where the Lebanese Phalangist forces have practiced all kinds 
ot kidnappings, arbitrary arrests, harrassment, and suppression. These practices 
totally conflict with the government's calls, especially its latest call. 


in issuing this call, the National Salvation Front urges the Lebanese Army not 

to involve itself in an internal struggle caused by political differences and 

1 dispute that has been going among the Lebanese for over 9 years. We do not 
rmecept that the arnv should be a tool for implementing the ambitions of one 
yroup ot Lebanese at the expense of another group. We hold the regime--the 
president and government--responsible for maintaining the unity of the army, 
protecting the citizens and sparing the country further division and destruction. 


those who are in otfice have a national responsibility to appreciate and main- 
tain the unity of the institutions and the Lebanese blood. This great responsi- 
bility makes it incumbent on us, proceeding from our national position, not to 
illow any unilateral actions in the areas, even if this will force us to use 

all means to protect the citizens and their security, safety, dignity and rights. 














we cali on public opinion and the Arab SCates to act to prevent disaster from 
tappeaing. We appeal to world public opinion and all states and international 
‘Teanizations to understand the situation and to act to provide the opportunity 
‘or Che Lebanese people to bypass these dans-.s which threaten their fate and 


, 


‘he leadership of the National Salvation and its allies have issued this national 
intthative. They hope it will be acc pted by his excellency the president, par- 
ticularly in view of the circumstances that brought him to the presidency. He 
represents the Lebanese Front and he can extend a hand for joint action to 

hescue the country. 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE LEADERS COMMENT ON CONCILIATION 
NC202 106 hdin Radio of Free and Unified Lebanon in Arabic 1530 GMT 20 Aug 83 


[text] The palace of [former] President Sulayman Franfivah in Ihdin today wit- 
nessed a noticeable and intensive political activity. The discussions with 
Vresident Franjiyah were held along two lines. The first line was the plan 


/ 


mapped out by the three-member ministerial committee entrusted by the cabinet 
to hold contacts with political leaders concerning the subject of national re- 
conciliation. Within this context we note that at his latest press conference, 
tranjivah urged the government to hold contacts with the leaders concerning 
reconciliation. 


of the National Salvation 


ihe second line was that of the National Council 
essions with Franjiyah which 


Front. Today, the council held two working s 
included a meeting with Karami. 


Following his meeting with Sulayman Franjiyah, Minister ‘Adnan Muruwwah made 
the tollowing statement on behalf of the ministerial committee: 


| Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] Your excellency. Today was the turn 
of the north under the plan that the government has hammered out to achieve 
national reconciliation. May we know the result of the meetings that have been 
held between you and Sulayman Franjiyah and Rashid Karami? 


|Muruwwah| (?We have been ordained) to live these fateful days in the homeland's 
history. Therefore, it has been imperative to hold consultations with all the 
leaders and with all the influential quarters. [Words indistinct] morning with 
Rashid Karami. Today, we are the guest of His Excellency President Franjiyah 

to hold consultations on the present situation and to save the homeland. 
Naturally, this trend falls within the government's present inclination toward 
holding a dialogue with all influential quarters to achieve results that would 
preserve the homeland. 


i|Reporter| How have you tound the response to be? 


[Muruwwah| The response has been positive on the part of all the quarters be- 
muse when the fate of the homeland is in danger, it becomes incumbent on us all 
to rise above private ends and selfishness and to heed the homeland's sublime 











[Reporter] [Words indistinct] Do you expect success for the reconciliation- 


‘ 


we no 


security plan that has been formulated by the government? 
Muruwwah| Atter all these consultations, a working paper will be prepared 
md later it will be submitted to all the influential quarters to prepare the 
itmosphere tor a wider participation in the march that is required at this 
itetul jumeture., Naturally, as I have already said, there are considerable 
lingers threatening the homeland's destiny. Therefore, it is imperative that 
ld this dialogue with all the factions so that we can traverse this 


langerous phase. 


iReporter|) Concerning the plan for sending the army to the mountain, does the 
yovernment so tar intend to send the army before reconciliation is achieved? 


. 


‘Muruwwali| No. In tact, on this score, the government refrains from action 
(al-Hukm Munkamish|. The entry of the army into the mountain area would perhaps 
1 preliminary (?relaxation). However, reconciliation transgresses a specific 


phased plan. Reconciliation touches on all the issues that are pending among 


ili the tactions ot the Lebanese families. Therefore, the discussion is not 
ontined to the idea ot sending the army to the mountain. 


feoportes But there is a specific stance that has been taken by the leaders 
oh othe ilvation Front. The front has specified that it is impossible to permit 


the Lebanese Army to enter into the mountain area, except after the conciliation 


iS Aapreed. 


'Muruwwah | is his excellency the president announced at the cabinet session, 


now there is a new inclination toward consulting with all sides so that the 


. 


Lebanese Army's entry into any Lebanese area will take place with the consent 


of all sides. 


[Reporter! Your excellency the minister. With regard to the Lebanese-Israeli 
izgreement, the Salvation Front--the political command--has emphasized that the 
yreement must be frozen and abrogated. Does the government have an intention 
neering... 
Muruwwah interrupts] We listen to the opinions of the Salvation Front and we 
Je heard the views of the other parties concerned. These viewpoints will be 
od. Naturally, they reflect the opinion of Lebanese leaders, and an 
ippropriate stand will be taken when the working paper--which will follow all 
these consultations--is prepared. 


Reporter] So far as the national meeting at the republican palace is concerned, 
i date been set to convene this meeting soon? 


Muruwwal| A date has not yet been set on the premise that all factors of 
st be ensured for this meeting. 


eporter] Your excellency the minister: What can be achieved through the 
uunding up of arms and the disbanding of the militias? 
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wwah! Naturally, this matter has perhaps become the common denominator of 


the consultations. All the consultations now hinge on the imperativeness 
lleeting arms trom all sides, and on the fact that there must be no 


rity other than the legitimate authority. 


‘rter| Your excellency the minister. Have you felt a desire on the part 
‘resident Franjiyah and Prime Minister Karami to attend the conterence? 


Muruwwah| No, it is still early. 
porter} Your excellency the minister. What has been the attitude of the 
\rab states toward Lebanon in this latest phase? 


Muruwwah | in fact, they are all [words indistinct] political. Contacts are 
id with sisterly Arab states to help get Lebanon out of this tribulation. 


rter| thank you, your excellency the minister. [End recording | 


turn, tollowing his participation in the Ihdin palace meetings, Robert 


‘iyah made the tollowing statement. 

cording | Reporter} We now have the ministerial committee entrusted 
with pr laimine the national reconciliation. This committee is now on a visit 
to the northern province. May we know what is the nature of this visit? 
Franjivah] [Words indistinct] 


porter] Well, mav we know themost important outlines that were discussed at 
the meeting that has been convened between President Franjiyah and the ministers, 


mad fEhat You hy iVe' it tended? 


ranjivah]| {Words indistinct] Absolutely not to (?heed) the agreement with 
sirael. [Words indistinct |] 


orter| Do you beleive that the government now has a kind of a new plan 
iwords indistinct |]? 


ranjiyvah| | believe that the government, particularly President al-Jumayyil, 
Jants to get out of the ghetto atmosphere in which it lived in the eastern area. 
reer] ’ you believe that there is now specific optimism in the atmosphere? 
ranjiyah] Optimism is one of the bases of the Lebanese [words indistinct]; 
it i me of the bases of the life of the Lebanese individual; we cannot live 
without optimism. 


IReporter| Thank vou. [End recording] 


ir George Hawi, the general secretary of the Lebanese Communist Party, made 
the following statemert following his meeting with President Sulayman Franjiyah: 


8] 





[Begin recording] [Words indistinct] and | to convey a letter from Comrade 
Walid ‘unblatt to His Excellency President Sulayman Franjiyah and to His 
ixcellency Prime Minister Rashid Karami in the wake of the meeting that was 
convened in Damascus yesterday for the National Council of the National Salva- 
tion Front to discuss the present circumstances. This letter contains a contir- 
mation of ¢ mandate given to President Franjiyah--in his capacity as the head ot 
the National Salvation Front--to speak on behalf of the front and on behalf of 
ill the Lebanese patriots concerning all the matters connected with the Israeli 
occupation and with the means for its withdrawal as well as with the question of 
the Struegele against the hegemony for whose imposition on the country attempts 
ire now being made. 


mphasize that the Lebanese patriotic torces have insisted on pursuing the 


ourse ot reconciliation as the sole course leading to the resolution of the 
SUES ontention on the domestic front and to the preservation of the 
intry'’s independence and unity. Meanwhile, we reaffirm that the basic condi- 
tion tor opening the door to reconciliation is to torsake the humiliating agree- 
ent with Israel in order to create an auspicious atmosphere for a national 
lLalogue leading to an understanding on the way for recovering independence, 


sorving unity, and ensuring the country's democratic evolution. [End 


recordiny | 
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LEBANON 


HI'ITE LEADER NABIH BIRRI VIEWS INTERNAL SITUATION 
MM 310902 London AL~MAJALLAH in Arabic 27 Aug-2 Sep 83 pp 22, 23 


|loterview with Nabih Birri, Command Council chairman ot the Lebanese Amal 
lovement, by AL-MAJALLAH correspondent in Beirut--date not given] 


lkxcerpts] Ovestion: What are the relations between the Amal movement and the 
recently torm Nationil Salvation Front |NSF] as a front opposed to the Lebanese 
overnment which includes Walid Junblatt, Sulayman Franjiyah, and Rashid Karami? 
wiy did not Amal join the front and is there any coordination between you and 
this tront 


\nswer: Briefly, I was not surprised by the establishment of the NSF and I| am 
‘urprised by anybody who says he was surprised by it. A meeting was held in 
syharta 2 months ago and the upshot was this front. On the contrary, the 
position leaders--Walid Junblatt, Sulayman Franjiyah, and Rashid Karami--gave 

the government more than 2 months' opportunity to respond, but what happened 

was that neither conciliation or opposition were acceptable; only a "nationalist 

opposition" was acceptable. 


we would not like to think that President al-Jumayyil will appoint himself as 

in oppositionist to the opposition front. A president, once he assumes office, 

chhould cease to represent what he used to represent betore and should represent 

ill the Lebanese. I accept him representing me, but will he accept to represent 
With regard to the NSF itself, we are not included in it but we understand 

ind respect it and we have no disagreement with it. Rather there is total and 

constant coordination with it. 


Question: [t is said that your opposition is due to the government's disregard 
for your movement in internal affairs and with regard to communities" rights, 


while your movement bases its opposition on the rejection of the Lebanese- 
israeli agreement. What are the real motives of vour opposition? 


\nswer: Our opposition covers all matters and we cannot separate one subject 
from another within the general framework. But as matters stand now the 

question is not only that of the Shi'ite community's rights in Lebanon, but of 
the rights of all Muslims in general. What is required now is conciliation under 
which all the Muslim communities will be given their rights. Amal's position 

is well known. We wish political sectarianism to be abolished so that every 


Lebanese individual will have the right to reach the position or the level which 


83 











accords with his qualification on a basis of equality with others. But "they" 
want to build Lebanon on the basis of sectarian rights. We, proceeding from 
this premise, are prepared to accept this principle but they say that we are in 
1 state of occupation: the country must first be liberated and then we will 
talk about the communities’ rights. We accept this on the condition that every- 
thing as it is until after the liberation. But then the way was open to resig- 
nations and appointments in particular [government] posts with the result that 
the rivhts of Muslims were disregarded. Why did they not stick to the principle 
ot Liberation first, bearing in mind that the battle for liberation requires 
that we should begin with conciliation. I wish the question to be asked: Why 
should there be opposition under occupation when we should all stand united in 
onfronting the occupation? The answer is that whoever hampers conciliation is 
the only oppositionist in the country. We want conciliation that will take into 
onsideration the Lebanese-Israeli agreement, the rights of communities, and the 
question of democracy and freedom and even the question of our [Shi'ites'] rights 


te express our views through official Lebanese radio and television, that is if 
we are Seriously talking about an opposition that has the right to oppose. All 
this is trom the standpoint of liberating Lebanon on a realistic basis and not on 


the basis of one group overwhelming another or of there being a victor and van- 
shuished because, otherwise, this would mean the end of Lebanon and of a great 
part of the Lebanese people. 


tMuestion: Do you have an alternative to the Lebanese-Israeli agreement and 
what would be the principles of such an alternative’? 


aswer: Amal has always been against the principle of direct negotiations with 
‘racel. We have always warned against Lebanen going down this slippery slope 
ind satd that we should insist on the armistice agreement [with Israel] and the 
urity Council resolutions. Any concession to Israel will lead to its accept- 
ing th mcession without giving up its designs. Therefore, Amal’: position 
wis natural and as long as the movement is against negotiations it is against 
rything that stems from it. This is a principled stand. The Lebanese- 
‘raeli agreement is the strangest agreement in international relations, for 
it is like an agreement between a party that exists and another that does not 
<ist but is supposed to implement the agreement provisions. Even if it were a 
mplete agreement, as | said to the president of the republic, it cannot be 
uplemented because its implementation, for example, depends on the Syrian- 
lestinian withdrawal, the Syrians and Palestinians not being party to the 
igreement, and on the PFLP-GC, which is also not a party to the agreement, hand- 
ng over two lsraeli prisoners. We wondered what was behind the agreement and 
iwured that it had been concluded for the achievement of another objective. It 
‘on transpired that the agreement was a Trojan horse for Israel's partial with- 
wal trom Lebanon. The strange thing is that all the Lebanese officials say 
it the partial withdrawal will lead to the partitioning of Lebanon and yet 
they were angry with Nabib Barri and Walid Junblatt when, in a joint statement, 
rejected the partial withdrawal. What does all this mean? Does it mean 
that the Lebanese Covernment is the coordinator of the Israeli partial with- 


irawal’? So tar I would say yes. 


uestion: Following President al-Jumayyil's recent visit to Washington were 
there any new reasons tor holding a national conference according to your request, 
’r are things heading toward a final rift with the regime? 








wer: | wish that question was put to the president, tor I stated before the 
residential palace that there was a need to convene a national conterence, but 


tC 
ir no move has been made toward this end. 


uestion: Following Israeli pressures on Amal leaders in the south many people 
ir the eviction of the Shi‘ites from the area. Do you have any information 
r idea about the implications of this policy and the possibility of the south 


, 


inv an Israeli protectorate: 


inswWwer: There are no pressures on the Shi'ites but there are pressures on the 
uthern inhabitants, particularly on Amal leaders. In the meantime there is a 
mpaign of arrests. We have been holding successive meetings in order to face 

this campaign which was also accompanied by the building of Israeli fortiftica- 

tions whose aim is to isolate the south from the rest of Lebanon as well as by 
momic measures whereby Israel imposed strict control on goods entering 

ir leaving the area on the pretext that there are germs in the meat. foday they 


inned water melons leaving the south for Beirut, bearing in mind that ‘Adlun 


~ south produces the best quality water melons for which there is a high 
femand in the capital. These measures will lead to linking the south to the 

i economic structure in the near future. We have been warning of this 
langer tor more than a year. We said that the southerners should not be punished 


the way they have been punished so far. 5o as not to be unfair to others or my- 
ing unjustly wronged [as published], | would say that it is not permissible 

tor the inhabitants of the south to be treated by our Arab brothers the way they 

“nn so tar. The products ot the south, which bore the brunt of the Pales- 

in problem, should not be sold cheaper than the products of the West Bank or 

lan. Why are those products being purchased at encouraging prices while the 


roducts ot the south are being treated as if they wcre Israeli products and are 

ither thrown away or destroyed, as happened last year? We have informed the 

\rab Leavue ot this situation and we received an answer from Hammadi al-Sayd on 
malt of Chadli Klibi saying that the league is considering the matter. We 


that urgent and eftective steps will be taken on this matter because Israel] 
uid not be allowed to dominate the economy of the south and link it to the 
eli economy in view of the dangers involved in such a step, in which case 
we will wake up one day to find that the south has become Israel's north bank. 
‘ith regard to creatin:; a Christian or a Palestinian majority in the south, 
should realize that Israel favors nobody and it wants the south for 
itselt and wants it as an Israeli protectorate and not a Christian, Palestinian, 


r anv kind otf area. 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE CP OFFICIAL ON STAND TOWARD U.S. MARINES 
GCFIOLSSL Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 30 Aug 83 
ivrom the “News and Reports" program] 


[kxcerpts| The security situation in Lebanon has deteriorated, particularly in 
beirut and its southern suburbs, as a result of the continued provocations by 
the isolationist Phalangist gangs of Lebanese citizens and national forces and 
the intervention of the Lebanese Army on the side of the Phalangists in the 
fighting against the torces of the Progressive Socialist Party and Amal Movement, 
in addition to the direct intervention of the U.S. Marines in the internal 

ents and clashes that are taking place in Beirut and its suburbs on the side 
| the army and the isolationist Phalangist gangs. 


foports yesterday said that the U.S. Marines had opened fire on Lebanese 
itizens and took part in the clashes that broke out on 28 August in the area 
of Beirut Airport--where, according to Lebanese military sources, the army is 
trvine to cordon off the entire southern suburb of Beirut and has been combing 
the areca since the night before last. The reports said that a large number of 
itizens spent the night in shelters and in the lower floors of houses. 


In a statement to Aden radio today, Brother Nadim ‘Abd al-Samad, Lebanese Com- 
munist Party Political Bureau member, discussed the repercussions of the partici- 
ition of U.S. forces in the fighting against the Lebanese nationalist forces, 

thus contimming that the Lebanese forces do not contribute toward the achieve- 
ment of peace in Lebanon because the U.S. presence is part of the U.S. plan 
that aims to impose U.S. domination over the region and support reactionary and 
fascist plans to crush the Arab national Liberation movement. Brother Nadim 
\bd al-Samad said: [Begin recording] We in the Lebanese National Movement 
hive already discussed such a possibility occurring and made a decision in 
principle in this regard. The U.S. intervention and the threat to expand this 
military intervention will not frighten us. He will never retreat from 
-ttands and demands for our country. We will not relinquish one iota of our 
itional program. We will fight all the forces that support the fascist pro- 
yram, from the Phalangist Party and the army that supports this fascist party 
ind is no different from it, to the multinational force--and I specifically 
in the l'nited States, which as of yesterday we officially and legitimately 
consider 4s a force of occupation, a force (?used) against our people. We 
shall deal with the U.S. forces on this basis. 




















LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


PTERRE AL-JUMAYYLL APPOINTMENT--Following the failure of the Lebanese forces 
militarily in the mountain and al-Shuf, Pierre al-Jumayyil was recently appoint- 
et commander of these forces in place of Fadi Afram. It appears that the first 
‘hing the new criminal did after his appointment was to order a general alert 
mong his forces--which are agents of Israel--that are present in some areas in 
the north. Northern security and popular sources have expressed tehir readi- 
ness to repulse any reckless movement aimed at kindling another front in the 
current conflicts. These sources said that the outcome of what these gangs 

ire planning to do in the north will not be better than what it tried in al-Shuf 
and the mountain. It is worth noting that the northern free men have been wait- 
ing for such an event for over 5 years now. [Text] [NC280748 Ihdin Radio of 
Free and Unified Lebanon in Arabic 0700 GMT 28 Aug 83] 


VALESTINIANS HIDE ARMS IN CEMETERY--It has been reported that a Palestinian 
organization has hidden Large quantities of arms and ammunition in 40 graves 

in the martyrs cemetery in the Qasqas area west of the capital. Security sources 
have disclosed that the Palestinian research center, which the military general 
prosecution closed down last month after proving that it carried out subversive 
tivities, has been reinstituted and that it has resumed its activities in th< 
\min al-Jurdi building in the al-Hamra' area under the name of a commercial 

tirm. Security sources stated that the Progressive Socialist Party has recentlv 
established a military operations room in one of the hotels west of Beirut. 

he room is conducted by a secret security apparatus, whose elements have been 
issigned the task of surveilling and hunting down certain persons and cars. It 
is also reported that some Palestinians, Iranians and leftists, who were deported 
trom or who left Beirut last year, have recently returned in fishing and tourism 
boats, which carried them in batches from Tripoli to al-Awza'i beach. They have 
formed a nucleus which is ready to carry out armed and military actions. [Text] 
(NC241829 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1715 GMT 24 Aug 83] 
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The position of expatriate labour in the private sector is reflected by the 
number of labour cards issued, which has been rising since 1976. In the 
five-year period to 1981, the number of cards issued almost doubled, though 
there was a sharp drop in the influx rate in 1978 when a very slow rate of 
economic growth was in evidence, 


Officials of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour have indicated that, 
although classification for 1982 is not yet available, it can be said that 
the pattern has been very much similar to that of 1981. The overall basic 
minimum rates remained the same, though there have been the normal yearly 
increments for some sectors like banking and construction. 


lt is hard to gauge wages in Oman, particularly in the private sector. 
For some government departments, insurance and other business service, 
there were notable salary increases between 1981 and 1982, inclusive of 
basic allowances like housing and transport. 


Expatriates Employed in the 
Private Sector 1976-1982 











Annual 
Period Number Growth Rate 
1976 86987 -- 
1977 97745 12.4 
1978 102164 4.6 
1979 113062 10.7 
1980 132618 17.2 
1981 153934 23.6 
1982 (estimated) 204917 | 24.9 
Non-Omanis in the Private 
Sector by Major Economic 
Percentage 
increase or 
Sectors decrease 
Economic Activity 1980 1981] 1980-1981 
Agriculture and 
Fisheries 4.655 (3.5) 6.988 (4.3) plus 50.1 
Mining and 
Quarrying Zease (1,7) 2.682 (1.6) plus 18.0 


[Table continued on following page] 
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[Table continued] 


Sectors 
Economic Activity 





Manufacturing 


Electricity 
and Cas 


Construction 


Trading and 
Construction 


Restaurants 
and Hotels 


Transport and 
Storage Keeping 


Banking, Insurance 


and Business 
Services 


Personal Services 


More than one 
activity 


Not stated 


Total 


Source: 


CSO: 4400/488 


1980 


3.876 


723 
33.393 


70.241 


1.518 


2.852 


3.033 


2.060 


3.678 
4.317 


132.618 


1981 
(2.9) 8.096 
(0.5) 478 
(25.0) 48.532 
(53.0) 73.099 
(1.2) 1.843 
(2.2) 2.258 
(2.3) 2.485 
(1.6) 8.088 
(2.8) 9.066 
(3.3) 319 
(100.0) 163.934 


Directorate-General of National Statistics 
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(5.0) 


(0.3) 
(29.6) 


(44.5) 


(1.2) 


(1.4) 


(1.5) 


(4.9) 


(5.5) 
(0.2) 


(100.0) 


Percentage 
increase or 
decrease 
1980-1981 





plus 108.8 


minus 33.9 
plus 45.3 


plus 4.1 
plus 21.4 
minus 20.8 
minus 18.1 
plus 292.6 


plus 146.5 


plus 23.6 











QATAR 


QATARI PAPERS WARN AGAINST U.S. ‘INTERFERENCE’ IN LEBANON 
GF301053 Doha QNA in Arabic 0850 GMT 30 Aug 83 


[From the press review] 


[Excerpts] Doha, 30 Aug (ZNA)--Two Qatari papers, AL-RAYAH and AL-'ARAB, have 
warned against bringing the situation in Lebanon back into the vicious circle 
of civil war, referring to the renewed upsurge of violent armed clashes between 
Lebanese parties and the involvement of the Lebanese Army and the U.S. Marine 
Corps in the clashes. 


AL-RAYAH notes in an editorial today that the latest events in Beirut bring to 
mind the hideous views of Lebanon's civil war. 


The paper adds that this is accompanied by the danger of the U.S. interference 
in the fighting, which brings the fear of U.S. involvement in the Lebanese arena 
and of grave consequences for both the Lebanese situation and for the regional 
crisis as a whole. 


Concluding, the paper calls on the phalangists and the Americans to stop 

playing with the fate of Lebanon and to realize that the crisis there will not 

be solved without attaining national reconciliation that brings justice to 
everybody and defines their responsibilities in the framework of justice, equality 
and democracy. 


AL-'ARAB emphasizes that the participation of the U.S. Marine Corps in the 
staffing of the positions of the Progressive Socialist Party and the Amal 
movement--during the Beirut clashes--shows the size of the conspiracy to which 
the national and progressive powers are exposed on the Lebanese arena. This 
conspiracy is represented by the National Salvation Front, with U.S.-isolation- 
ist-Zionist involvement. 


The paper calls on all Lebanese and Arab powers to realize the grave dimensions 
of this situation and to confront it. The paper states that the goal of this 


conspiracy is to silence the national voice and to liquidate the national 
presence in the Lebanese arena. 


CSO: 4400/489 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


WATER SUPPLIES--Doha, 25 Aug (WAKH)--The amount of water pumped from the 

northern fields in Qatar amounts to 25,000 thousand gallons per day. These Z 
fields could provide 2.5 million gallons per day if exploited completely. An 

official source at the Qatari Water Directorate told al-Khalij markets published 

today that demand for distilled water is greater than for underground water. 

There are 11 water wells in Doha and the neighboring areas providing water which 

is mixed with distilled water for drinking. [Text] [GF251724 Manama WAKH in 

English 1655 GMI 25 Aug 83] 


NEW OIL REFINERY--Doha, 30 Aug (GNA)--Plans are well underway for the construc- 
tion of a new refinery at Umm Sa'id with a production capacity of 50,000 B/D. 

The additional plant will assist in coping with an increasing demand for refined 
products in the domestic market, ‘Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Thani, deputy director 
of Qatar's Technical Center for Development said. Since 1980, the refining 
capacity in Qatar increased from 6,000 B/D to 12,000 barrels after the improve- 
ment of the existing refinery. At present, Qatar is continuously improving its 
industrial sector and is now studying the feasibility of constructing a fourth 
furnace for cement production, to cope with long term requirements. In the mean- 
time, Qatar's Iron and Steel Company is m king in effective participation in 
activating the construction sector, al-Tha. ided. Operating since 1969, Qatar's 
chemical fertilizers company is annually prvaucing 238,000 tons of ammonia and 
307,000 tons of urea, part of which is exported to India, Mexico, the United 
States and China. [Text] [GF301845 Manama WAKH in English 1616 GMT 30 Aug 83] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UNIFLED CUSTOMS ISSUE TO AFFECT TRADE 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 24 Jul 83 p 5 


{[Article: "The Traders Are Worried About How the New System Will Affect Their 
Operations." ] 


[Text] Local markets in the Arab states of the Gulf are preparing to absorb 
the reactions to the application of the unified tariff structure to the coun- 
tries participating in the Gulf Cooperation Council. The structure will come 
into force at the beginning of September. Tariffs will vary between 4 percent 
and 20 percent, the goal being to protect national industries and products, in 
addition to facilitating the flow of goods between Council countries. 


Reactions will doubtless vary among the parties concerned, be they consumers, 
merchants, governments or official agencies, in the six countries which are 
council members. 


In the United Arab Emirates (UAE), things are completely different. The UAE is 
the only state that will have to raise its duties--from 1 percent to the required 
levels. However, it is also the only country which lacks most of the laws and 
legislation which organize economic activities. This means that the private 
sector in general will be affected by the steps taken to apply the unified 
economic agreement. The industrial sector in Saudi Arabia and in other Gulf 
states gets complete government support. This greatly lowers the cost of 
production. But there is no law protecting national industries in the Emirates, 
the most hopeful sector, in the aftermath of the stagnation of trade and the 
decline suffered by the contracting firms. This means that the marketing of 
Saudi goods and goods from other Gulf countries in the Emirates will be possible 
due to low production costs, while it will not be possible to market goods made 
in the Emirates in Saudi Arabia, due to high overhead. 


The Industrial Sector 


With regard to Gulf investments in the Emirates, a problem exists in connection 
with the industrial sector. The problem becomes fundamentally clear when one 
considers the fears of businessmen and merchants in the UAE with regard to the 
application of the unified economic agreement, which considers the unified 

tariff structure one of its primary provisions. This step will plunge the UAE 
into extremely odd contradictions which do not agree with the country's character, 
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which has been created by its circumstances. The UAE has become an important 
center of commerce, not only on the local level, but on the level of the Middle 
East and on the world level as well. The country's numerous ports are crowded 
with hundreds of wooden ships with powerful motors which move goods from Dubai 
all over the Gulf region, to parts of the Arabian peninsula, to India and 
Pakistan, and even to East Africa. The country cannot possibly give up its 
role as a “lender for export" overnight like this. Goods on which new duties 
are imposed will thus lose their price advantage. The merchants will also 

lose the chance to import huge quantities of a single good. They can negotiate 
price to a greater degree for such goods, which they then distribute in turn to 
the countries of the region. 


One businessman commented on the situation, saying: "We hope that this new 
system will not kill the active flow of trade on which the fame of the UAE, 

and of Dubai in particular, is based." Some businessmen think that the UAE 

will gradually lose its position as a commercial center to another, more attrac- 
tive location, which means one with lower costs and greater opportunities for 
marketing and free movement. 


One thorny, very touchy issue remains: the duty-free zones in Dubai, which 
will not fall under the new system, since they are free. They will also doubt- 
less be affected if they are closed off. This would mean that goods entering 
them would not be able to be sent into the country. In such a case, the only 
thing left would be an export terminal. As for the practical situation, it 
strongly indicates that the opposite would happen. The ports are open, and 
supervision is not good enough to catch every attempt. Thus, goods imported 
into the free zones would find many ways to get to the ports of al-Hamriyah and 
al-Khawr in Dubai, to Khawr ‘Ajman and Khawr Fakkan, and to Ra's al-Khaymah. 
From there, they could get to the other Gulf states. The free zones could 
therefore become--if things worked out like this--the biggest gap in the tariff 
structure and, indeed, in the whole economic agreement. 


Because the new tariffs will place a new financial burden on trade, it is ex- 
pected, according to an expert on UAE trade affairs, that the consumer will be 
affected first by the rise in prices. Consumers, especially newcomers and 
Asian workers, will respond by reducing ccnsumption or by completely ceasing 

to buy luxury goods, beginning with victuals, which are capitalist goods. This 
will mean a noticeable decrease in the flow of imports, which would affect mer- 
chants and importers. In the face of free competition, they could be forced to 
bear a portion of this burden, which might amount to the entire burden, given 
low marketing levels. Such a situation might remove some goods entirely from 
the markets which were plentiful before. In addition, we emphasize that the 
beginning of September is a very early date. The time remaining is not enough 
to prepare severe local laws or the cadres and executive agencies to apply the 
tariff system effectively, properly and without leaving loopholes open. 


12224 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


JAVANESE COMPANY BOYCOTTED--The Israel Boycott Office in Dubai has blacklisted 
the Japanese company (Abec Sony) because it is a branch of the Japanese company, 
CBS Sony Recorder, known as CBS Sony, which is 50 percent owned by the black- 
listed U.S. company, CBS. [Excerpt] [GF251521 Doha QNA in Arabic 0810 GMT 

24 Aug 83] 


RESIDENCE LAW VIOLATORS--AL-SHARICAH, 28 Aug--Statistics released by the UAE 
Labor and Social Affairs Ministry indicate that the number of UAE labor law 
violators who have been caught during the past 6 months is 2,943. Labor in- 
spection committees in the amirate of al-Shariqah caught more than 70 labor law 
violators yesterday. In Dubai, the number of people who were caught during the 
past 10 days is 212, some of whom are servants. The newspaper AL-KHALIJ quoted 
Dubayy Immigration Department Lt Col Sa'id al-Kamdah as saying that the violators 
who have residence visas have been deported. [Excerpts] [GF291317 Manama WAK’. 
in Arabic 0816 GMT 28 Aug 83] 


PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL ACCORDS APPROVED--The UAE has agreed to partici- 
pate [in] seven international agreements in accordance with seven ordinances 
issued in this regard. These agreements deal with prevention of oil pollution, 
protection of marine environment, compensation for damages caused by that, sea 
collision incidents, load capacity of ships and sea laborers. [Summary] 
{CF291325 Doha QNA in Arabic 0835 GMT 29 Aug 83] 
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RAJIV GANDHI ALLEGES U.S. INTERFERENCE IN PUNJAB 


{Text } 





CSO: 





4600/1479 


BHOPAL, July 23.—Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi said here today that the 
USA nitely interfered in Put- 


ab. Talking to reporters at a brief 
oaag contere he said that it his 
becam® ay’ trom the statement 


of “~tee--4"S; Ambassador, Mr 
Barnes, that Mr Chauhan and his 
=e — a -— a 
nitely getting support from 
USA. It was also. clear that a 
group of Sikhs in the USA were 
nvolved in Punjab but it was 
difficult to say who all were sup. 
porting this group”. 


Mr Gandhi said while the Gov. 
ernment was dealing with the 
situation it was “our duty to see 
internally that these movements 
do not gain in strength”. ; 

He condemned the Akali move- 
ment in Punjab and said that it 
was dividing the country. It 
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Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 24 Jul 83 p 7 


would, however, peter out be- 
cause of internal dissensions in 
the Akali Dal. 

Asked what he had to comment 
on internal dissensions in the 
Congress (I), Mr Gandhi said that 
party was a strong one with 
several view points. There are 
dissensions but come elections 
and “we unite”. Inspite of fac 
tionalism we have won the elec. 
tlon in Madhya Pradesh”. 

UNI adds: Mr Gandhi denied 


‘that his party was preparing for 


a mid-term poll. One should not 
read too much into his earlier 
address to party workers here 
asking them to strengthen the or- 
ganization, he said. 

Mr Rajiv Gandhi called upon 
the Sikhs all over the country, to 
remain united and quel! the acti- 
ee a oo a.% persons 
spreading separa ndencies 
Puniab, says PTI, 
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CPI LEADER STATES PARTY STAND ON PUNJAB 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Jul 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] 


on 28-29 October, 1978, adopted 12 
resolutions in the light of the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution. These 


the religious demands, the river 
water dispute and Centre-State re 
lations — a broad agreement was 
arrived at. On the territoria] dis 
pute no such agreement was arri: 
ved at though the differences 
were reduced. The Akali Dal gave 
up its demand for Ganganagar of 
Rajasthan and other territorial 
claims on Himachal Pradesh. 

We feel that if the Central Go- 


under the Act would be appointed 
by the Chief Justice of the Supre- 
me Court out of the judges of the 





INDIA 








stated that the view of the Opp 
sition parties is that the 1965 ag- 
reement by which Rajasthan was 
to get 8 MAF of water is not to 
be reopened because this is con- 
nected with the Indo-Pakistan 
River Waters Agreement. Also, Ra- 
jasthan is a part of our country 
and it has already spent a lot of 
money for the construction of its 
canal system, We are of the opi- 
nion that the other two agree 
ments of 1976 and 1981 can be re- 
opened and that the present usage 
of water by Punjab should conti 
nue unti] the tribunal gives its 
award. This is necessary as Punjab 
fs now utilising more water than 
was its due and we don’t want 
that some of the present irrigated 
areas go drv harming the peasants 

@ urge uvon the Central Govern- 
ment to construct exveditiously the 
Thein Dam on the Ravi so __ that 
the water that is going waste into 
Pakistan. may be fullv utilised. Ws 
also want the Sutlei-Yamuna Link 
Canal to be built along with this. 

As regards the Sarkaria Com- 
mission, the Upposiiion meeting 
wanted that it should be given a 
legal status by a resolution of 
Parliament. The terms of refer- 
ence should be specified, giving 
power te the commission to 
make its recommendations on 
the CentreState relations out- 
side the framework of our 
Constitution. It also demanded 
that the personnel] of the com- 
mission should be appointed in 
consultation with the Opposition 
parties in Parliament and State 
Governments. 

On the fourth point, regard- 
ing territorial dispute, the Op 
position meeting of 30 June 
proposed that Chandigarh should 
go to Punjab and in lieu of that, 
some areas should be given to 
Haryana along with enough 
funds to build a new capital. It 
did not accept the Akali demand 
of village, continguity and langu- 
age as the basis for deciding the 
border disputes because the 
problem is much more compli- 
cated. It may be pointed out 
that Punjabi refugees from Pak- 
istan had come and settled in 
Haryana areas from where Mus- 
lim peasants had migrated to 
Pakistan, still there are Haryanvi 
agricultural labour constituting 
25 to 30 per cent in these areas. 
There arp some uncultivated 
lands in Haryana where Punjabi 
peasants were settled by the 
Kairon regime under the Land 
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Utilisation Act, giving them 25 
vear lease. There are also full- 
fledged Punjabi creas in Har- 
vana and come  Hindi-speaking 
areas in Punjab. 

In this connection, it must be 
stated that in the united Punjab 
itself, Haryana and Punjab areas 
were demarcated and agreed 
to under the Sachar formula by 
both Akali leaders and Haryana 
leaders, Under that formula, 
tehsil was taken as the basis 
and not the village. 

About 105 villages of Abohar 
and Fazilka  tehsils that were 
given to Haryana under Mrs 
Indira Gandhi’s award of 1970, 
it ils a bit more complicated 
issue because under the Sachar 
formula, these were part of 
Punjab. According to our assess- 
ment, a majority of these 
villages are Hindi-speaking and 
some are mixed. Hence, we feel 
that teh territorial claims and 
ewu@er-dlaims cannot be solv- 
ed by a thumb rule of village, 
contiguity, etc. Historical, cultu- 
ral and economic considerations 
have also to we taken into ac- 


count in solving the border 
problem. 
The CPI representatives put 


forward the above stated view 
at the 30 June meeting of the 
Opposition parties. 

That is why the Opposition 
meeting, while rejecting the for- 
mula of the Akalis, had agreed 
to refer the various claims and 
counter-claims to a commission. 
We are of the firm opinion that 
this can be resolved if all con- 
cerned would take the larger in- 
terests of the country and of the 
two concerned States into consi- 
deration and adopt an attitude 
of give and take. 

When this is the case, it is 
deplorable for the Prime Minis- 
ter to accuse the Opposition 
parties that they were prepared 
to give away Haryana lands to 
Punjab. 

We are of firm opinion that 
the Central Government should 
not take refuge under the ex- 
cuse of violent activities of the 
extremists. A settlement must 
be arrived at on the four points 
mentioned above. Otherwise, by 
allowing things to drift, for 
whatever reasons, the Central 
Government would be only 
strengthening the extremists. 











We think that the Prime Min- 
ister ig allowing things to drift 
te gain political advantage ‘n 
the coming general elections. We 
urge upon the Prime Minister 
to call a tripartite meeting im- 
mediately which would include 
all Cpnosition parties for solv- 
ing the Punjab problem. We 
are urable to understand why 
che is still keeping the issue 
hancing unless she wants to use 
it for election purposes. 

Recently Akali Dal president 
Cant Harchand Singh Longowal 
in his letter to members of 
Parliament has put forward 12 
demands some of which go 
against and some are outside 
the consensus arrived at the Op- 
position parties’ meeting of 30 
June. As far as we are ¢on- 
cerned, we will go by the con 
sensus arrived at the Opposition 
parties’ meetin? and we will try 
to mobilise public support for 
the consensis for the solution 
of the Puriab problem. 

Following are Mr_ Rao’s 
replies to auestions 2, 4 and 

& regarding police entry into 

Curdwaras, ctens to be taken 

to fight extremists and short- 

term and long-term measures 
to fight religious fundamental- 
fsm: 

Fxiremien should be fought 
politically and practically also. 
Thev are abla to operate by bas- 
Ine themcelves on communal 
tension created among the peo 
ple. The agreement cn Puniad 
will eo a lone way in politically 
{isolating the extremists and for 
taking effective action against 


their violent and murderous 
activities. 
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The biggest practical impedi- 
ment in the way of fighting the 
activities of the extremists is 
the paralysis or the ruling party 
due to its own  factionalism 
which has affected the adminis- 
tration also. It was not the Op- 
position parties which did not 
wam strong action against the 
extremist elements but it was 
the policy of the ruling party 
which was responsible for it. 


It is not enough for the 
Prime Minister to go on saying 
that the CIA and Pakistan 
authorities are supporting the 
activities of the extremists foi 
balkanising our country. We 
would like to ask: what strong 
measures have the Central 
Government taken in order to 
meet the activities of US intelli- 
gence agencies in our country? 
Why this softness towards Ame- 
rican imperialists who are out 
to disrupt our motherland? 

As regards the question of the 
police entering Gurdwaras to ap- 
prehend the perpetrators of 
murder and sabotage, we arc 
firmly opposed to any religious 
place being used to harbour the 
perpetrators of murders and 
those indulging in anti-social 
activities. But then people can 
be apprehended without injuring 
the religious sentiments of any 
community. The Sikh masses 
were shocked at the murder of 
DIG Atwal at the gate of the 
Golden Temple and thev con- 
demned th, heinous crime. In 
this connection, may we ask why 
Home Minister P C Sethi re 
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tracted afler giving an ultima 
tum to the Akali leadership? Mr 
Sethi’s ultimatum had helped 
the Akali leaders to bring up 
the question of defence of the 
Golden Temple. The issug of 
Atwal’s murder went into the 
background. What the Central 
Government should have done 
was to place the responsibility 
upon the Akali leadership to ap- 
prehend the culprits, instead of 
giving an ultimatum. 


Regarding the question on the 
CPI’s contribution to the solu- 
tion of the problem, Mr Rao 
said: “About our party’s contri- 
bution towards the solution of 
the problem, I can state with a 
clean conscience that we kept 
the interests of our country and 
people above any partisan con- 
sideration, Our Punjab unit has 
been taking a very principled 
and consistent stand on this 
problem and has been mobilis 
ing people in demonstrations 
and public meetings for fighting 
chauvinism of all kinds. Our 
party units in Punjab, Haryana, 
Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh 
have been boldly taking a united 
stand. In this connection. I must 
State that the State units of the 
ruling party, as well as the BJP, 
are taking contradictory stands, 
while their Central leaderships 
are winking at this phenomenon. 


In the future alsn we will con- 
tinue our principled position 
and unite with all patriotic for- 
ces in order to solve the prob. 
lem and strengthen the unity of 
our motherland, whose lifeblood 
is unity in diversity. 

















[Text ] 





CSO: 





4600/1489 


NEW DELHI, July 27.—Though 
a few stray groups of extremists 
were still trying to cause sporadic 
trouble, all the major insurgent 
organizations in Manipur ave 
been eliminated through sustain- 
ed operations by security forces 
and a stage has now been reached 
in which the arrested leaders of 
the insurgency movement had 
appealed for amnesty and rehabi- 
litation of their followers. 

Reporting this to the Prime Mi- 
nister, the Chief Minister of Ma- 
nipur Mr Rishang Keishing, said 
today that normal conditions now 
revailed in the strategic border 
tate. 

Encouraged by the success of 
the anti-insurgency operations in 
the three most affected states of 


MAJOR MANIPUR INSURGENT GROUPS REPORTEDLY ELIMINATED 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Jul 83 p 14 


Nagaland, Mizoram and Manipur 
in recent months, their Chief Mr 
nisters are now planning to coor- 
dinate their actions in such a 
manner as to root out the last 
traces of the insurgent gangs in 
these States. Mr Keishing saidina 
Press conference today, 

Mr ee claimed that the 
backbone of insurgency had been 
broken in Manipur and the few 
small gangs that could not be ap 
prehended yet, “may surrender 
soon”. He said that “even Bishes- 
war Singh, the topmost leader of 
the outlawed People’s Liberation 
Army is asking for amnesty and 
rehabilitation for his men”. 

Asked if he and the Chief Min- 
isters of the other North-Eastern 
States had decided ypon os 
amnesty to insurgents who ha 
surrendered, Mr Keishing said so 
far as Manipur was concerned, he 
was still consulting with the Cen- 
tre on the issue, and he would 
have further talks with Bisheswar 
Singh and other extremist leaders 
to assess how far they were “am- 
mendable”. He said he had already 
talked to Mrs Gandhi on the 
issue of rehabilitation of these 

ople. Manipur had already spent 
Rs 35 lakhs on the rehabilitation 
of about 270 surrendered prisoz- 
ers. 


The Chief Minister said that the 
State Government had askeq for 
financial assistance from the Cen- 
tre to rehabilitate both the under- 
trial prisoners and the surrender- 
ed extremists. Mrs Gandhi was 
happy at the turn of events in 
Manipur and appreciated the steps 
that were being taken. The Prime 
Minister has also agreed to visit 
Manipur at an early date to inauw- 
gurate the Loktak power project. 
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LOK DAL LEADER WRITES OPEN LETTER TO MP'S 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Jul 83 p 1 


{Text ] 


cso: 


AMRITSAR, July 25 (UNI). 


E “Sikhs are a nation” theory 

was rcitcrated by the Akali 
Dal president, Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal, today as parlia- 
meout was due to take up debate 
on the Punjab issue. 

In an open letter 10 members of 
parliament coinciding with the stat 
of the monsoon session, Sant Lonyo- 
wal said the concept of “Sikhs are a 
naticn” was a “reitgsation of our 
resolve to uphold the sanctity aud 
integrity of our individual identity.” 


In the eight-page letter in Englica 
printed in the form of a pamphiet 
entitled “You owe us justice, mem- 
bers of parliament,” he said the Sikhs 
sought amendmen: of article 25 of 
the constitution and provision of 
separate personel law of their owa 
like chose of Hindus end Muslims. 

Sant Longowa! seid the Sikhs had 
“genuine forebodings” that like Buil- 
Jhists they might also lose their iden- 
tity in @ vast ocean of overwhelming 
Hindu mejority.” 


“GENUINE FEAR” 


He sid the misgivings of Sikhs 
in this respect were heightened by the 
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“highly arbkrary” manner in which 
they were defined as Hindus under 
article 25 of the constitution even ‘nm 
the face of stiff resistance by their re- 
presentatives in the constituent as- 
sembly. 

Sent Longowal said Jawaharlal 
Nehru's concer of unity in diversity 
implied that India wes a multi-lingual, 
multi-religious and multi-national 
state. 

Mr. Longowal said the genesis of 
the “continuing unrest’ among ‘he 
Sikhs for the last more than 35 years 
was rooted im historical facts and any 
solution would bave tc take due now 
of them. 

He regretted that no serious attempt 
had been made in this direction so iar 
even though not a single Sikh demand 
militated against the constitution o7 
the integrity of the country. 

He said a “highly vituperative cam- 
paign of vilification” had been mou: i- 
ed against the Sikhs to confuse the 
real issues. 

Sant Longowal has urged en “auto- 
nomous status” for Punjab as we'll a4 
omher states and the transfer of 
Chandigarh and Punjabi-speaking areas 
to it in a 12-point “charter of de- 
mands” communicated to members of 
parliamem. 
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PANEL ©STABLISHED TO DEAL WITH TECHNOLOGY POLICY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text } 


CSO: 


NEW DELHI, July 235. 
HIGH-level committee has 
been set up to prepare guide- 
lines for the implementation of 
the technology policy announced 
by Mrs. Indira Gandhi in January. 

The commitee, beaded by Prot. 
M. G. K. Menon, member of the 
planning commission, will deal with 
all aspects of the policy, imecluding 
technology import. 

The policy was announced more 
than six months ago, but the agencies 
concerned remained indifferent to the 
policy statement, and perhaps the 
department of science and _ techno- 
logy itself was mot clear what if 
should do since the matier bad imter- 
ministerial ramifications. 

In the intervening period, the cabi- 
met secretary had to remind the 
agencies that tne policy statement 
required follow-up action. The bu- 
reaucratic machinery. was slow io 
move despite the fact that Mrs. 
Gandhi herself bad spelt out the 
need for follow-up action. 

She had said: “The government 
will evolve instruments for the im- 
plementation of this technology po- 
ficy and speli out in detail guidelines 
for ministries and agencies of the 
government as well as for industries 
and entrepreneurs. 

“The committee which has been 
set up now will work out the me- 
chanism for implementing the policy 
and monitor the progress of imple- 
mentation.” 
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TWO MAJOR ISSUERS 


Briefing reporiers on the outcome 
of the first meeting of the reconsti- 
tuted science advisory committee to 
the cabinet, Prof. Menon said that 
mew emerging areas of technology 
would be given a thrust im the 
seventh plan. 

The committee considered two 
Major issues at its first meting. These 
were approach to the formulation of 
the plan for the science and techno- 
logy sector and forestry research. 

Prof. Menon said preparations for 
the formulation of the seventh plan 
were under way in the planning com- 
mission The advisory committee's 
views would be conveyed to the 
commission. 

The advisory committee fel: that 
forestry research required to be given 
& major emphasis as the current 
facilities were very inadequate. Ap- 
plication of modern techniques to 
forestry research was necessary. 

The commitice concluded us dis 
cussion on forestry research after 
considering an expert report on the 
subject which was prepared at iis 
instance. The report also highiights 
the importance of organisational 
changes, research priorities and ex- 
tension and training programme 

The report of this task force was 
endorsed by the commitiee which 
May now discuss the issue with the 
munistries concerned before finalising 
us recommendations on foresiry re- 
search. 
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IRAN 


MUSAVI DISCUSSES MEETING WITH KHOMEYNI, OTHER ISSUES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 15 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text] Rasht - ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY: Despite the imposed 
war and the burden of supporting more than 3 million Afghan 
immigrants and war-stricken compatriots, around 120 billion rials 
in credit have been allocated to the Reconstruction Crusade for 
reconstructing the country's deprived villages this year. Credit 
allocations for development in the provinces have also risen 20 
to 40 percent this year. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Nateq-Nuri, Minister of the Interior, who had 
gone to Rasht to meet the new Governor-General of Gilan and to 
study the issues and problems in this province, said in the 
course of a talk in which he explained the above: The status of 
the development programs since the victory of the Islamic 
revolution has been very striking; despite the imposed war, the 
level of development activity during these few years has equalled 
that of the 20 years preceding the revolution. He added: 
Budgetary capacity in the provinces grew more than 90 percent 
last year, and, accordingly, in the current year credit 
allocations in some provinces have been increased 20 to 40 
percent. The Minister of the Interior added: Taking its 
inspiration from the desires of the magnanimous Imam, the 
government has directed most of its attention to the country's 
deprived areas and deprived people. In so doing, it has begun 
drawing up its identification plan for the country's deprived 
cities and provinces. Concerning the status of the Afghan 
refugees and the government's plans to identify and control the 
Afghan brothers in Iran, the Minister of the Interior said: In 
order to achieve greater control over the Afghan brothers in Iran 
and to prevent the entry of Russian and American spies, who have 
sometimes penetrated the groups of Afghan brothers, and in order 
to identify and better control them, an identification plan has 
been mounted by the Ministry of the Interior. This plan has been 
very successful so far, and it has had the result of greatly 
reducing the crimes of a number of these very individuals, who 
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had penetrated the groups of Afghan brothers and sought to 
discredit these brothers and sisters in Iran with their criminal 
activities. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Nateq-Nuri, Minister of the Interior, said 
concerning the coordination of the country's military and police 
forces: Fortunately, these forces, including the sheriffs, the 
gendarmerie, and the Islamic revolutionary committees, have all 
moved ahead with the changes of the revolution; every day they 
participate with greater coordination in all areas of activity, 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the revolutionary guard and army 
brothers. These forces have become fully coordinated today, so 
that in the joint plan dealing with the acute problem of the 
country's borders and their surveillance, the gendarmerie and the 
revolutionary committees are guarding the borders of our Islamic 
country in jointly-occupied outposts. He also noted concerning 
the campaign against narcotics smugglers: The Ministry of the 
Interior has begun confronting the roots of the problem of the 
anti-narcotics campaign. It has probed the roots of this 
problem, which has become a political one, and begun a war 
against its causes. It has accordingly been decided that instead 
of fighting smugglers inside the country, the borders will be 
sealed, and that by making investments and establishing staffs at 
the borders and border crossings, efforts will be made to prevent 
smugglers from entering the country. 


Concerning this, he added: Within the country, the judicial 
powers, in cooperation with the brothers in the revolutionary 
guard, the committees, the gendarmerie, and the sheriff's 
offices, are fighting this debilitating calamity by decisively 
confronting the smugglers and inside operators. Recently, 
brothers in the committees of Bakhtaran found and confiscated 
more than a ton of opium hidden in a tanker. In Sistan va 
Baluchestan, a group of smugglers with 40 to 50 Simorgh vehicles 
and a quantity of arms and ammunition were arrested. In another 
portion of this talk, the Minister of the Interior said 
concerning the role of the people of Gilan in the imposed war: 
The Muslim people of this province, like those of the country's 
other provinces, have played a striking and active role in aiding 
and attending to the needs of the fronts and the combatants 
there, especially during the past four months. The presence of 
members of the mobilization from this province at the front was 
strongly felt, and I hope that this presence will continue until 
the invaders of our Islamic country are destroyed. With regard 
to the future of the imposed war and Saddam's government, the 
Minister of the Interior said: Thank God that the situation at 
the fronts is very good. The combatants of Islam have done 
everything in their power to make the despicable enemy suffer, so 
that with the striking victories of our combatants in operations 
Valfajr Two and Three, traitor Saddam again committed heinous 
crimes in West Gilan, savagely slaughtering a number of our 
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defenseless compatriots, ignoring the fact that this lively 
country will not back down in the face of these savage attacks. 
Saddam has dug his own grave, and the more he does things of this 
nature, the faster will be our revolution and the forces of our 
combatants, and the quicker will be Saddam's annihilation. God 
willing, and with his help, this will not be long in coming, and 


we will soon witness the downfall of the Ba'thist government of 
Iraq. 


9310 
CSO: 4640/331 
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IRAN 


STATE MINISTER DETAILS GOVERNMENT BUDGET 
LD310309 Tehran IRNA in English 2009 GMT 30 Aug 83 


{Text] Tehran, 30 Aug, IRNA--The eleventh educational seminar of economic 
statistics collectors of the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
continued its work today attended by Dr Mohammad Taqi Banki, state minister and 
head of the budget and plan organisation. 


Dr Bankin in a speech to the audience said that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
[word indistinct] the great job of planning in mid-1360 (late 1981) and that 
the attempt, despite all its shortcomings attracted attention as a fundamental 
infra-structural work. 


He said that the planning was eventually completed by capable and committed 
[ranian officials, and without any assistance from foreign countries, under 
the guidance and the leadership of Imam Khomeyni the leader of revolution and 
founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


Dr Banki then gave an account of some statistics from the government's general 
budget and said that the government's income from oil, taxation, etc, in 1361 
(March 1982 to March 1983) totalled 629 billion rials (dls 7.4 bn), adding that 
the figure rose by 39.9 percent to 880 billion rials (dls over 9.17 bn) in 1362. 
Meanwhile, Banki said, the costs incurred to the government totalled 1070 
billion rials (dls over 11.4 bn) and 1455 billion rials (dls over 17.1 bn), for 
the years 1361 and 1362 respectively. 


The head of plan and budget organisation continued by releasing figures pertain- 
ing to the government's current and development expenditure saying that the 
development expenditure for 1361 reached 279 billion rials (dls over 3.2 bn) and 
the figure for the following year was foreseen to be 460 billion rials. 


The head of the plan and budget organisation continued by comparing the figures 
pertaining to the first 5 months of the years 1361 and 1362 regarding the 
development and current expenditure and said that there was an increase of 64 
and 26 percent respectively in the development and current expenditure figures 
of the two periods. 


Dr Banki added that a total of 605 national development plans with a credit 
equivalent to 554 billion rials (dls 6.5 bn) were started in 1361 and in the 
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middle of the same year, he noted, the number of plans increased to 644 with a 
credit of 683 billion rials (dls 8.0 bn) due to the extra capacity of the 
executive bodies as indicated by the statistics. 


He said that the same statistics indicated that 53 percent of the plans had 

been on schedule, six percent had been stopped and the rest were behind schedule 
due to shortages in manpower, raw material and technology. 

Dr Banki concluded his speech by reminding the audience of the need of the 


country for the sort of statistics which showed the realities even though, he 
said, they were bitter. 


CSO: 4600/872 
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IRAN 


NVOL COMMENTS ON IRAN'S ARMS DEALS WITH U.S., ISRAEL 
TA291241 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 27 Aug 83 


[Unattributed commentary: "Why Are You Concealing Your Deals With America From 
the People?"] 


[Text] Dear compatriots: In a recent speech in Mashhad, Hojjat O1-Eslam 
Khamene’i, our country's president, refuted reports concerning the Islamic 
Republic of Iran's relations with the United States and Israel's Zionist 
regime, as well as reports to the effect that Iran is purchasing arms from 
these two enemies of our nation, that is America and Israel. 


Mr Khamene'i called the dissemination of such reports a plot by the counter- 
revolutionaries, and claimed that Iran will never extend its hand toward its 
cnemy. Now, the people do not know whether to believe the remarks by Hojjat 
Ol-Eslam Khamene'i or the tail of the rooster. The facts contradict the claims 
by responsible authorities and officials of our Islamic Republic. For a long 
time now foreign newspapers, by presenting numerous documents, evidence, and 
testimonies, have been revealing the Islamic Government's military cooperation 
with America and Israel, as well as the purchase of arms from these countries. 
Although in view of the anti-American, anti-imperialist, and anti-Zionist 
feelings of the Iranian nation and dreading the people's negative reaction, the 
islamic Republic's authorities are keeping under a lid their military cooperation 
with world-devouring America, but ultimately the facts will be disclosed and 
the people will become aware of the details of Iran's relations with America 
not only in the sphere of arms purchase but in other spheres as well. 


Recently the Federal Republic of Germany's new bulletin [name indistinct], in 
an article of Iran's cooperation with America and Israel in the sphere of arma- 
ments, wrote: For some time now Tehran's regime has been receiving U.S. arms 
through Israel. 


The French newspaper, LIBERATION, proves with documents the clandestine cooper- 
ation between Iran and Israel. This French newspaper published the text of a 
secret agreement signed on 24 June 1981, that is 2 years ago, between Israeli 
Colonel Ya'aqov Nimrodi and a colonel who was a deputy of the Iranian defense 
minister. According to this agreement 50 [name indistinct] missiles, 3,730 
sophisticated (?Cornerhead) 155-mm mortar shells, radar instruments and equip- 
ment, 4,640 high caliber 155-mm mortar shells, 4,300 different 155-mm mortar 
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Shells and 68 ground-to-air missiles were intended for delivery to Iran. The 
amount of this deal was $135 million. 


Relying on documents and evidence, LIBERATION proves that Iran's prime minister, 
detense minister, and the supreme defense council were aware of this deal and 


had full knowledge of it. 


Up to now numerous documents and evidence have been publisehd concerning Iran's 

military and arms cooperation with Israel, and Israeli military officials them 

selves have repeatedly acknowledged this as well, but authorities of the Islamic 
Republic have always depicted these reports as rumors and have denied them. 


Recently TIME magazine published reports on the delivery of U.S. weapons to 
lran. This magazine wrote that a considerable part of these weapons are 
delivered to L[ran, via London, with the aid of Israel and South Korea. TIME 
published these reports on the basis of secret reports by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment's Office of Munitions Control. 


Despite the denial of Iranian officials, a Swiss weekly has written that in 
recent months transport planes carrying heavy weapons flew from John F. Kennedy 
Airport in New York to Tehran via Yugoslavia. Foreign newspapers stress that 
cooperation between Lran, the U.S., and Israel in the sphere of arms purchase 
started in 1981 and is still going on. 


Despite undeniable documents and proofs, the Islamic Republic's authorities 

are still striving to conceal their cooperation with world-devouring America and 
the Israeli Zionists, which is continuing clandestinely. The president's 
denials in Mashhad, as well, are among these efforts. At present the people 

are becoming more aware of the bitter reality, that is the realityof the anti- 
Soviet tumult launched by the Islamic Government. 


the Islamic Republic's right-wing regime, in which U.S. agents, counterrevolu- 
tionaries, and especially British-fabricated and ClA-afflicted Hojjatis have 
managed to gain control of sensitive and key positions, is moving forward with 
the utmost speed toward liquidating the gains of the Iranian nation's revolu- 
tion with respect to expelling imperialism and gaining independence. The 
Islamic Covernment's rightists have opened the country's gates to plundering im- 
perialist and, above all, U.S. monopolies. 


Responsible Iranian authorities, in order to continue the imposed war and without 
a view toward Iraq, are prepared to throw the document of Iran's independence at 
America's feet. However, these gentlemen who are afraid of stating the facts 
concerning rapprochement with the West and America, have forgotten that the last 
word is with the Iranian people who will defend their independence with tooth 

and nail, and will not allow a superficial and superstition-worshipping bunch 

to pave the way for the return of the imperialists to Iran, under the guise of 
Yazid's and Mo'aviyeh's Islam. 


CSO: 4640/334 
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IRAN 


ISLAMIC COURT'S INVESTIGATION OF WAR DAMAGES 
1.0280409 Tehran IRNA in English 1955 GMT 27 Aug 83 
[Quotation marks as received throughout } 


[Text] Tehran, 27 Aug, IRNA--In its editorial today the Persian daily JOMHURI- 
YE ISLAMI hailed the efforts of the International Islamic court whose members 
arrived here last week on a fact-finding mission in relation with the Iraq-Iran 
war. The editorial however, reminded the members of the court that despite the 
expectation as voiced by one of the members of the court, the task of examining 
evidences in proof of the criminal acts of the Baghdad regime in Iran would re- 
quite much more time than it was thought it would, and that also the court would 
be logically advised to investigate the consequences of the criminal acts of the 
Baghdad regime especially in light of the global situation and Baghdad's rela- 
tions with the foreign powers excerpts: 


"Thirty five months since the imposition of war upon Iran by the Baghdad regime, 
and while Baghdad's war crimes have become a daily issue, an international court 
has started out an investigation on the various aspects of the crimes committed 
in the course of the war. 


"Interim statements as uttered by members of the court, so far, somehow indicates 
that an apparently basic difference exists between members of this court and 
those of other nissions, and that they would like to ensure that their inquiry 

is not limited to a superficial probing of the situation and that it will not 

end (?with) the issuance of a merely routine official communique. 


"the group of distinguished Muslim jurists who are in Iran for preliminary 
cfforts aimed at the formation of an international Islamic court have voiced 
interest in visiting both Iran and Iraq so that they may collect facts and data 
in both countries about the war, and so that they may travel to any location in 
the two countries in the conduct of their mission.... 


"A member of the court has been quoted as having said that results of the pre- 
liminary findings of the court will be published in Tehran later on. But is 

the court assured that it can probe into the full spectrum of the issue within 
such a limited period? The voluminous book of war crimes of the invading armed 
forces of Iraq, even though [word indistinct] to be reviewed at a glance would 
certainly require much more time, and let the international Islamic court beware 
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lest it [word indistinct] overlook a deep probing of the crimes of the Baghdad 
regime in preference for [words indistinct] hasty report.... 


"|Words indistinct] ago a UN delegation inspected areas in Iran which were 
ruined as a result of Iraqi attacks simultaneously, and in order to launch out 
a propaganda campaign against the Islamic Republic, [words indistinct] an invi- 
tation to the delegation for inspecting battlefronts inside Iraq. 


"Although owing to its inherent position and to the forces exercising domination 
over it, the United Nations has continuously supported the Baghdad regime during 
the 35 months of war by the belligerent regime in Baghdad, because of the con- 
spicuousness of the issue even the report of the United Nations, despite its 
defects and shortcomings, proved to be against the ruling regime in Baghdad.... 


"We would propose to the members of the International Islamic court to review 

at least the report of the United Nations Commission in the event the Baghdad re- 
gime should continue to deny the request of the court for an inspection of resi- 
dential quarters in Iraq.... The court can first review the UN report about 
ruined areas in Iran and thereby readily [word indistinct] the siding of the 
United Nations with the Baghdad regime and its efforts for whitewashing the 

war crimes of the Baghdad regime and then it can review the report of the same 
source which is a supporter of the aggressor party in the war, about residential 
quarters in [words indistinct] then will the court understand why we insist 

that the investigation should not be declared ended in Iran.... 


"Members of the international Islamic court must then realize the full spectrum 
of the responsibilities they have voluntarily assumed. The court now has before 
itself a case in which all documents and supportive evidence have not yet been 
reflected, because despite their wide efforts the officials of the Islamic 
Republic have not yet been able to collect all information and documented facts 
in order to fully document all criminal charges against the Baghdad regime.... 
In many cases even witnesses to Baghdad's criminal acts here have been martyred 
by the Baghdad regime.... Therefore members of the International Islamic Court 
should not declare their task as being concluded on the basis of preliminary 
investigations in Iran. 





CSO: 4600/871 
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IRAN 


ID CARDS ISSUED FOR MORE THAN ONE MILLION AFGHAN REFUGEES 
TEHRAN ETTELA'AT in Persian 28 Jul 83 p 15 


[Excerpt] With the completion of the identification program and 
the issuance of identification cards for Afghans living in Iran, 
and the arrest of a group of the agents of Eastern imperialism 
who were involved in criminal activity and posing as Afghan 
refugees, about 96 percent of their misdeeds have been prevented. 
Henceforth, camps will be constructed for the Afghan brothers 
living in Iran, and living facilities, employment, and 
educational and economic resources will be made available to them 
in these centers. 


Brother Akhundi, political deputy of the Ministry of 

Interior, discussed matters pertaining to the Afghans, the bill 
concerning political parties, the borders, the status of the 
"hypocrites', and the interior councils in a press conference 
yesterday morning. 


At the outset, stressing the point that the Afghan brothers are 
a combative nation, and have immigrated to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran because of their struggle against Eastern imperialism, he 
Said: In the course of implementing a comprehensive plan, we have 
identified all the Afghans. The issuance of identification cards 
for them was completed in late June 1983. The completion of this task demon- 
strated to the Western bloc countries, who are always trying to underestimate 
the number of Afghans in Iran, that the Islamic Republic of Iran's statistics 
were correct and that the number of Afghan immigrants is mre than a million 
persons; during work seasons this figure even rises to 1.5 million. These are 


official figures; they cannot be disputed by governments affiliated with the 
East and the West. 


Akhundi continued: In order to facilitate the identification 
project, the Ministry of the Interior asked the police to ~ 
prevent the Afghans from travelling within the country. This was 
a very positive measure, because those who had come to Iran to 
commit acts of sabotage in order to discredit the Muslim nation 
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of Afghanistan were only able to to so when they could withdraw 
into hiding. When their movements were stopped, however, the 
crimes of this group were automatically curtailed. 


He also said: Now that the issuance of identification cards is 
completed, the Afghans are still prohibited from travelling 
within the country. Identification cards are not regarded as 
authorizations for internal travel; only those who have travel 
passes may travel from one city to another. 


Brother Akhundi stressed: We will make a distinction between 
those who have obtained identification cards and those who have 
not. We will punish those who have not declared themselves and 
obtained identification cards. 


Brother Akhundi was asked how long the Afghans would be staying 
in Iran. He answered: The Afghans are living in Iran on a 
temporary basis; they will return to their country when there is 
a victory for the Islamic revolution of Afghanistan. The Afghan 
brothers must therefore refrain from doing anything to establish 
permanent residence. 


Referring to the fact that international organizations such as 
the United Nations have so far given us no assistance in 
providing for the well-being of the Afghans living in Iran, he 
then said: We have often said that we do not need the help of 
others to manage our country, but the United Nations, which 
claims to have an interest in helping refugees, after several 
inspections of the camps for the Afghan brothers, announced that 
conditions for the Afghans in Iran are good and that they have no 
need of foreign aid. 
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IRAN 


STRICT MEASURES TO BE ADOPTED AGAINST HOARDERS, PROFITEERS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text] I am warning that group of persons who intend to profiteer, suck 
the Muslim people's blood and overthrow the Islamic government that if they 
do not desist from inhuman, illegal acts contrary to Islamic principles we 
will deal with them decisively. 


This statement was made by Hojjat ol-Eslam Mahmud ‘Azizian, religious magis- 
trate of the Islamic Revolution Court and Public Prosecutor's Office for 
Guild Affairs, in a press and radio-television interview. 


According to the report of KEYHAN's economic correspondent, the religious 
magistrate of Tehran's Islamic Revolution Court and Public Prosecutor's 
Office for Guild Affairs spoke about the vigorous campaign against the 
economic terrorists in the bazaar and its role in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and stated: 


If there is talk about hoarders and overpricers in the bazaar, it does not 
include all the bazaar merchants since the committed, Muslim merchants have 
aided the government and the warfronts both before and after the fruition 
of our revolution. Therefore I, speaking as the religious magistrate of 
Tehran's Islamic Revolution Court and Public Prosecutor's Office for Guild 
Affairs, warn that group of persons who intend to profiteer, suck the 
Muslim people's blood and overthrow the Islamic government that if they do 
not desist from inhuman, illegal acts which are contrary to Islamic prin- 
ciples we will deal with them decisively. Thus if the committed, Muslim 
bazaar merchants identify that limited number to us, we will be able to 
reduce this evil afflicting the people and the committed merchants. 


The religious magistrate pointed to the buying and selling of smuggled goods 
in mercantile houses, and said: Through the actions we took we were able to 
eliminate smuggling from the shops and cellars of mercantile houses which 
were places for the buying and selling of smuggled goods. A group of police 
brothers and the Strike Force were assigned to closing down the shops of 
mercantile houses, to confiscating the goods of the shopkeepers and to 
summoning the owners to the court. In this regard 200 million tumans worth 
of smuggled cloth was confiscated and auctioned off. 
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The religious magistrate of the public prosecutor's office for Tehran guild 
affairs noted that the bazaar merchants themselves are disturbed by a hand- 
ful of irreligious, Godless people who want to destroy the bazaar in the 
sacred name of the bazaar itself. The overpricers and hoarders are a hand- 
ful of persons who are not bazaar merchants but so term themselves. There 
are several groups among them. One group of these hoarders and overpricers 
intends to profiteer and fill its pockets. But there is another group which 
does not intend to profiteer. It intends to overthrow the government. 


In our campaign we will deal decisively with these persons whose number, 
[ must repeat, is small. 


The religious magistrate added: It makes no difference to us if persons 
have abused the bazaar, a government office or even the name of a holy 
place. They will be punished most severely. Their penalty will be several 
times over the amount of their abuse. In addition to suffering corporal 
punishment, they will have their shop or agency closed for several days to 
several months, and a special sign indicating their overpricing will be 
fastened to their shop's door. If their overpricing has been extreme, they 
either will be exiled or receive a long-term prison sentence. We have 
already had a large number of such cases in our court. However, if a person 
is from the second group, and aimed at overthrowing the government through 
overpricing and hoarding, we will categorize him as corrupt on earth and 
warring with God, and we will deal with him as the corrupt on earth and 

the warring with God are dealt with. 


The religious magistrate added: According to the bill recently approved by 
the Majlis, our court has become a revolution court, meaning that we are 
dealing with persons transgressing against the revolution. With all the 
emphasis that our dear brothers have placed on hoarders and overpricers, 

[ do not think another court would be willing to show these persons any 
leniency whatsoever because leniency to these persons is tantamount to 
disregarding the blood of the martyrs. From now on we will deal more 
decisively and seriously with the problem. We will not permit one group to 
fill its pockets through overpricing and hoarding while another group gives 
its life on the fronts for Islam, the Koran and the country. We feel 
responsible when we stand before the blood of the martyrs. We will condemn 
offenders to the severest penalties. 


He pointed to the bread, flour and rice issue, and said: The bread and 
flour problem, which was characterized by disorganization, has been solved, 
praise God, by the prime minister's new order. Actions will also be taken 
with respect to the prices of these commodities. In our meetings with some 
of our brothers in the grain organization we have given them our suggestions 
for improving the bread and flour situation. We will have further meetings 
until the problem is solved. 


The rice problem will be solved in the near future through actions which 
have been and will be taken. The only remaining problem is that of certain 
ironware and household essentials. Most people are dissatisfied because of 
the ironware problem, asking why isonware is being sold in the free market 
at several times its government price. 
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The religious magistrate pointed to the distribution situation, and said: 
In my view of course, the problem of ironware and household essentials will 
be solved automatically if we correct distribution, and the problems of 
overpricing and hoarding will not be solved until such time as distribution 


is corrected. 


He said: At the present time we are pursuing investigations in the court, 
and we have reached the point where I think the problem will be solved if 
other organs and sections, God willing, cooperate with us and we can get 
those people within the law's grasp. Otherwise I will be compelled in a 
future interview to announce the name of a person we have on file and the 
name of a place from which some iron or butter was illegally removed, and 
thus identify them to the people. We are also considering broadcasting on 
public television the trial of persons who have not taken heed from one 
instance of corporal punishment and a fine and who continue their anti- 
Islamic, illegal actions. 


At the end of his speech he said: Since the beginning of the current year 
we have taken about 50 million tumans from overpricers and a certain amount 
of hoarded goods has been confiscated. We have also confiscated 2,000 sew- 
ing machines and 200 tons of tea from several storehouses and have turned 
them over to the proper authorities for distribution. 
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I RAN 


AU’O SPARE :; ARTS ‘DISCOVERED FROM BAHA'I ESPIONAGE NETWORK’ 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 28 Jul 83 p 2 


[Text] News Service - A Baha'i hoarder, seeking to overthrow the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, concealed tens of millions of tomans 
worth of parts for Toyotas, Peykans, Hillmans, and Renaults in 
his house. The man, named Azizollah Dehqani-Tafti, age 50, was 
arrested by agents of the Central Revolutionary Prosecutor's 
office. 


Under interrogation, the above individual identified himself as a 
retired gendarmerie lieutenant colonel. He said that he is the 
managing director of a cover company and a member of atheist 
Baha'i organizations. In reality, this company, which was 
established under the name "Dar-e Sadaf,”" conducted no business 
of any kind. It was merely a cover for organizational, 
counterrevolutionary, and spy activities. This company mainly 
engaged in legal activities and the propagation of statements and 
programs published against the revolution; it was at the disposal 
of organizational officials. 


In the presence of officials, he made a written statement to the 
effect that the objective for hoarding automobile parts, in 
addition to providing for Baha'i organizational needs, was both 
to provide a source of income to help that organization and to 
put the regime of the Islamic Republic under pressure and 
overthrow it. 


The discovery of this spy network enabled offici ls of the 
Central Revolutionary Prosecutor's office to identify and 
confiscate a large cache of spare parts, which contained millions 
of tomans in scarce automobile spare parts which had been placed 
there up to three years ago. 


The following spare parts were found: 9,000 sets of Peykan brake 
pads, 2,000 sets of Toyota brake pads, 2,000 Peykan exhaust and 
throttle valves, 10,000 window rollers, 20,000 window-roller 
handles, 10,000 sets of Renault points, 15,000 steering knuckles and 
steering wheels for Peykans, Hillmans, and various other 


118 




















automobiles, three Peykan crankshafts, 800 Peykan frames, 
500 generators and starters for Peykans and various other 
automobiles, and 500 Peykan and Hillman gearboxes. 


Tne members of this network had hidden some 
merchandise in a big store, some of it ina 
the sister of the arrested individual, some 
Storage facility on Qazvin street, and some 
beds in this individual's home. 


The investigation of this matter continues. 


of the discovered 
garage belonging to 
of it in a large 

of it also under the 


An official familiar with this story told our correspondent: 
Reports made by the nation of Partisans of God led to the 
identification of this large network, and other related 


announcements will follow. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


ROLE OF ASSEMBLY OF EXPERTS--The opening of the Assembly of Experts has been 

one of the most important events in the year 1362 [21 March 83-21 March 84]. 

As the esteemed leader of the Islamic Revolution said in his inaugural message 
addressed to the representatives, this assembly has a basic religious role in 
the continuation and stability of the Islamic Republic administration. Conse- 
quently, the achievement of the assembly of experts would arouse the interest 
and criticism of the friends and foes. The friends of Islam will be pleased 
with any positive measures adopted by the representatives of the assembly in the 
cause of the preservation of the Islamic Republic administration in accordance 
with the holy doctrine of Shar‘iate. But the foes of Islam will be scared to 
death and shall never hesitate to attack it. The Assembly of Experts from now 
on will remain, together with the history of Islamic Revolution, as an important 
organ of the Islamic Republic administration and for this reason, the stubborn 
hostility of the enemies of Rolm this foundation will always continue. This 

in fact is a struggle between the oppressed and the arrogants, a war between 
islam and infidelity, and a war between man and Satan. [Editorial: "On Leader- 
ship"] [Excerpt] [GF291256 Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 16 Jul 83 p 1] 


CSO: 4640/335 


120 














PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


OLL WELL WORK TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED--Islamabad, 24 Aug--Work on newly dis- 
covered oil-well at "Dakhni" has temporarily been suspended to avoid risk 
to human life, it is reliably learnt. OGDC [Oil and Gas Development 
Corporation] experts said the oil at Dakhni had large contents of sulphur 
along with gas. They feared that sulphur may cause damage to human life 

if handled improperly. They need imported equipment costing Rs. two crore, 
to separate sulphur from oil. OGDC will soon float international tender 
for the equipment. The process is expected to take a month or so to start 
work again at the well. The oilfield at "Dakhni,"” in Attock District was 
inaugurated by the Federal Petroleum Minister Rao Farman Ali Khan on Aug 
20. The minister, during his visit, was told by the OGDC men that oil and 
yas would be found in commercial quantities, at the well. [Text] [GF301601 
Karachi DAWN in English 25 Aug 83 p 1] 


CSO: 4600/870 END 
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